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Anglo-Saxon Biblical translation about
which we know anything is connected
with the name of the ** vererable Bede,”
who has been called ““the brightest light
in Western Europe in the eighth cen-
tury.” This man stands at the head of
the long procession of translators of
the Bible into Euzush, which reachaes
from the eighth to the twentieth cen-
tury. The story of his translation of
the gospel of St. John when he was so
decrepit with old age, and so wasted
away by disease that he could no longer
write, but had to dictate to his * fair-
haired Anglo-Saxon youths " is one of
the most deeply pathetic in all the his-
tory of our English Bible, and shows
us the devotion of these early scholars
to the task of translating the Scriptures
into their mother-tongue, for the benefit
of their fellow-countrymen. His devo-
tion to his task and his eagerness to
complete it before he died, are touch-
ingly described by his disciple, Cuth-
bert, in a letter to his fellow-reader,
Cuthwin, at the time of their master's
death.

“ During these days,” Cuthbert writes,
““he labored to compose two works
worthy to be remembered, besides the
lessons we had from him . . . he trans-
lated the gospel of St. John as far as
the words, ‘ But what are these among
so many' (chap. 6: 9), into our own
tongue for the benefit of the Church,
and some collections out of the book of
notes of Bishop Isidorus, saying, ‘I will
not have my pupils read a falsehood, nor
labor therein without profit after my
death.’ When the Tuesday before the
Ascension of our Lord came, he began
to suffer still more in his breath, and a
small swelling appeared in his feet;
but he passed all that day and dictated
carefully, and now and then, among
other things, sald, ‘Go on quickly, I
know not how long I shall hold out,
and whether my Maker will not soon
take me away.' But to us he seemed
to know very well the time of his de-
parture; and so he spent the night
awake in thanksgiving; and when the
morning appeared he ordered us to
write quickly what he had begun. There
was one of us with him, who said,
* Most dear master, there is still one
chapter wanting, do you think it trou-
blesome to be asked any more ques-
tions." He answered, ‘It is no trouble.
Take you pen and write quickly.’ Hav-
ing said much more, he passed the day
joyfully till the evening, and the boy
above-mentioned sald, ‘ The sentence is
now written,’ He replied, ‘It is well
you have said the truth. It is ended.
Receive my head into your hands, for
it is a great satisfaction to me to sit
facing my holy place where I was wont
to pray, that | may also, sitting, call
upon my Father.' And thus, on the
pavement of his little cell, saying,
‘Glory be to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost,’ when he
had named the Holy Ghost he breathed
his last, and so departed to the heavenly
kingdom.”

Such is the pathetic story, and it gives
one an idea of how the early Christian
Fathers of our English race prized their
Scriptures. Of Bede's translation, un-
fortunately, no trace is left. It prob-
ably was lost when the country was
laid waste by the Danes. But the part
this devout man had in translating the
Latin Bible into the vernacular language
of England in the eighth century is
admitted by all Biblical scholars.

Departments of Government

Topio for the week of August 27: Chapter
elght, Including pages 79 to 88 in
Canadlan Civics.

Soripture Lesson—Psaim 145 suggested.

Everybody knows that the affairs of
the Government of the Dominion of

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH

Canada mean a tremendous amount of
varied business. Some of your mem-
bers will have vigited Ottawa and know
that many of the chief buildings of the
capital city are devoted to Government
offices. Whole * blocks " are thus occu-
pled, and more are required as the busi-
ness increases with the growth of the
nation,

That all these intricate business mat-
ters may be carried on systematically
and thoroughly, they must be in charge
of different ‘‘ heads” or chief officers
who make a special study of their own
separate and Individual branches, and,
then, as we have already seen, come
together to consider the interests of
the whole.

These branches of Government busi-
ness are termed departments, and the
“heads” of these departments are
called ministers. All together they com-

ERA. 183
A man who is thoroughly acquainted
with the work of the department is in-

dispensable, and no frequent change
would be possible without great danger
of loss in efficiency.

The Cabinet of the Canadlan Gov-
ernment contains fifteen members—the
Premier, who is President of the coun-
cil; the Secretary of State, and thirteen
heads of as many different departments.
These departments are Trade and Com-

merce, Justice, Marine and Fisheries,
Militia and Defence, Postal Affairs,
Labor, Agriculture, Public Works,

Finance, Railways and Canals, Interior,
Customs and Inland Revenue. In ad-
dition to the ministers thus connected
ie the Solicitor-General, who s really
the chief counsellor in all matters in-
volving the Government in procedures
at law.

The names of the present ministers
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pose the Cabinet. Hence the meaning
of the office Cabinet Minister.

Each of these ministers is responsibie
for the prosecution of the business in-
volved in his branch or department of
the Government, and is expected to find
answers to all the questions which the
Opposition members particularly de-
light to ask concerning the affairs of
the country, on the floor of the House
of Parliament.

These ministers, being members of
the Government (or Cabinet), hold
offices just as long as their particular
party Is in power, and when the Gov-
ernment changes, of course they change
too. But, under each minister is a
deputy (a second officer, so to speak),
who is permanently in place. This is
really necessary for the safeguarding
of the vast amount of business in the
conduct of the affairs of the country.

are not given here. Let your members
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Civil Service. This general n;un:c::i
ers the army of officials who oceupy
positions of varying responsibility in the
different departments. All these thou-
sands of persons, bookkeepers, clerks
stenographers, messengers, and all the
rest, form quite a little army. To ob-
tain a position in the service an appli-
cant must not have simply the influence
of some one in position. Political
friends have doubtless obtained places
for many in the past, but the introduc-
tion of written examinations to test
the personal ability of all applicants
wiil reduce the dangers of favoritism
to a minimum. A Civil Service Com-
mission is In charge of all appointments
and promotions.
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