
August, 1911

BEET

me to rille thro’ all 
hours’
in this world Ici.i its 
ar afield,
pearly blossoms vxith 
sweets unsealed.

i the heavy comos ,11 
nt.
e wax crinkle uii in 
knife’s impact? 
with honey the pails 

i clean,
markets—a food fit

learned a secret turn 
mmer day, 
ose to nature’s hart 
f her ways,
11 the summer is 'he 
lie bees,
ver blossoms and tne 
isswood trees.

the July C.lt d the 
if gentle etimulative 
»f. I made a slight 
ear, but owing to at- 
work was unable to 
thorough trial. Ho»- 
for it here most sea- 

hat doubtful ; that is 
away with abundant 

l. Thorn trees are 
the country, amt 

s almost immediately 
nd apple blossom and 
er, thus bridging over 
•val. I should 1 ike to 
eepers who to strorgly 
feeding have much 

iach of their yards, 
it I have not had the 
experiment along the

August, 1911

line of Mr. Gray’s advice re transferring 
eggs with a crochet hook. I made one 
attempt, but owing to the adhosivene s 
of the egg was not very successful in 
getting it located in the new cell. Iam 
sure all interested in queen-rearing, and 
all bee-keepers ought to be, would be 
glad of further particulars from Mr. 
Gray. However, if the milk food b.r the 
queen larvæ for the full period of devel
opment and that of drone and worker 
beer for the first 36 hours are the same, 
theoretically, what difference can it make 
whether we use eggs or larvae! Of 
course the bees, wTien starting qveen cells, 
always begin with the eggs when possible 
as this gives them an opportunity to pie- 
pare the larger cell before the egg s de
posited. But if eggs will produce finer 
queens than larvae we want to Know it, 
for after all, the queen is the thing.

Experience this year points strongly to 
the value of re-queening every year. Last 
year 1 reared about 50 young queens, only 
two or three from the swarming impulse, 
and in almost every case they have given 
better results than the old queens. The 
season was early and owing to the dry 
weather, unusually short, and it was 
only those colonies which built un 
quickly which had a chance for gather 
ing a goodly amount of honey, in almost 
every case the young queens proved 
their siqierior ability. Of course the fact 
that many of the stocks were nuclei, 
built up late in the season by stimulative 
feeding, and so practically without old 
bees, would probably help put them in 
good condition in the spring.

Certainly there is nothing more uncer
tain than the honey crop, rarely has 
there beer, a spring of greater prom:so 
than the one just passed, the clover was 
a good catch the previous fall, and win
tered well; the bees came through the 
winter with little loss and scarcely suf
fered from spring dwindling, the weather 
during dandelion and apple blossom was 
good, thus enabling them to put in ab
undant stores ; and when the clover op-

THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL
219

ened the fields never showed a "re iter 
quantity of bloom; everything loo'ced 
like a bumper crop. Then came the 
drought drying up the clover and 
shortening tne season by fully two wesks. 
The June bugs destroyed many of the 
basswood buds and with no rain when 
the Liossonis opened, there was ''ttle 
nectar in those that were left. Bit in 
spite of all it has been a fair year wher
ever the colonies were in good condition. 
That’s the point—good stroi g colonics in 
the spring!

Why is this department advocating an 
advertising campaign for bringing r. iney 
more prominently before the people’ 
First—Because it is the only definite 
tentative policy before the association, 
and without some sort of progressive 
work the organization simply cannot 

■ flourish. Second—Because there is a
general feeling that marketing conditions 
might be improved ; and lastly, all the 
indications point to it as the -oning 
policy. Just glance over the programme 
for the National and see what that in
dicates, and then ask yourself if you 
want to see Canadian bee-keepers in the 
rear.

Judging by the views given in the July 
C.B.J. of the field meetings recently 
held, the ladies are taking considerable 
interest in bee-keeping.

Sometime ago an enthusiastic uncle lent 
me “Alexander’s Writings on Practical 
Bee Culture." I was much impressed 
with the possibilities he claimed for sav
ing weak colonies in the spring by plac
ing them over strong ones and decided 
to experiment with three—not enough to 
make a fair test—but the results were 
not encouraging. One, a weak one, dis
appeared altogether ; in a second they 
destroyed the queen below ; in the third 
both queens continued to lay, but no 
advantage was gained. Possibly where 
the main harvest is the buckwheat it 
might be all right, but I'm skeptical of 
its advantages for clover. But there 
was one valuable suggestion gleaned, re


