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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN. 9
FIFTY YEARS A MINISTER.SPAIN AND THE VATICAN.THE MINISTER AND THEOLOGY.

Hie Revemed Dr. Wm. T. McMullen, 
for forty-eix year* minister of Knox 
ohurch, Woodstock, ywteixlny celebrated 
tiie fiftieth anniversary of lu» animation. 
Tliere are few of the father» of Presby- 
tvnuiisni in Canada who have wedded a 
wider influence tliat the minister of Knox. 
EHiMX-ially in t'lie introduction of Bible 
muting* into Ontario school» and in the 
preeervation of the Sabl»tih as a day af 
rest ha* hie work been of great value to 
tlie |K>o|»le.

Dr. MeMullcn was born in Monaghan, 
Ireland, in 1831, and when a lad of twelve 

! to Oauula with hie parents. lie 
wue educated at Fergus and in Knox Col
lege, from which he graduated in 1856. 
He ha* had but two changes in the fifty 
intervening years. Millbank and Knox 
ohuivh, Woomtock. 
of the General Awembly of the Presby
terian church in 1888. Dr. 
tire* from the pulpit of Knox with the 
knowledge that lie ho* the love and <*** 
teem of hi* people in a degree only pos
sible in the case of those bound together 
by life-long relation*.—The Glolie.

It is a singular coincidence that what 
were once the two strongest Catholic 
Powers in Europe should now lie syn
chronously in conflict with the Roman 
Church. We have already explained the 
situation in France, says the Christian 
Work. As to Spain it is to be noted that 
the Concordat, which established Hie 
relations between the Catholic Church 
and the Spanish State, provides for a 
much more intimate union than did the 
Napoleonic document whose abrogation 
has created such a storm in France. 
There is as yet no movement in the 
Peninsula for the adoption of a policy 
at all analogous to that of the (present 
French Government, but there are 
ample signs that at the coming session 
of the Spanish Cortes proposals will be 
introduced on behalf of the Liberal 
Ministry which, without the exercise of 
the most prudent statesmanship and 
moderation, may plunge the country in # 
to a bitter controversy, and may ulti
mately lead to a severance of thehistor- 
io bond between the Bourbon dynasty 
and (the Church. As matters stand at 
present, friction has arisen between 
ceitain of the ecclesiastical authorities 
and the secular arm of the totale over 
questions comparatively trivial. borne 
of these relate to the regulations gov
erning civil marriages ami to the con
trol of cemeteries. Under the bpauish 
Constitution the Church is counruied 
in certain rights of control, but it is 
claimed that the Liberal Cabinets nave

In view of recent discussions the fol
lowing wise words by Professor F. G. 
Peabody, (Unitarian), Harvard Univer
sity, are well worth pondering.

They occur in a sermon published by 
"The Homeltic Review" for October, 
1906. The position taken by Professor 
Peabody seems to us to be the only 
rational one. Unless a man is well 
• rained in theology he will lack strength 
in his preaching; and very much that 
is pretty and interesting will fail of 
great effect if intelleotual energy and 
Spiritual power are lacking.

Professor Peabody says:
"A minister stands for a speciality. His 

office is the maintenance of the reli
gious life. He is to preach about God. 
Now it is possible that he should 
strengthen his own religious conviction 
through the literature of art or science 
or bell lettres, but he is certainly not 
thus approaching most directly to his 
theme. île is not doing what other 
specialists do. or what commands the 
respect of other specialists. Knowing 
little of theology he will easily fall into 
the ranks of those who think there is 
little to know, just as sniatteiers in 
science are the first to offer hasty judg
ments and easy ridicule concerning 
scientific affairs. Add to this the 
strength contributed to any mind by 
contact with quiet and comprehensive 
thinkers in one’s own calling. Whether 
one is to agree or not with the great 
philosophers and theologians, it is 
from them that he will get both his 
intellectual grasp and his intelleotual 
modesty. Still further, no mistake 
could be greater than to suppose tnat 
devotion to professional studies is what 
makes dull, metaphysical or essay-writ
ing preachers. The simple fact ia that 

. the great preachers of the Christian 
churcli have been its great theologians. 
Augustine, Anselm, Bernard, Luther, 
Calvin, Schlciêrmacher, Maurice, Chal 

Newman, Chanriing—these men at 
the preaching 

of the church and re modeled its theo
logy. The one function did not exclude 
the other. Ou the contrary, ample learn 
ing permitted simplicity of speech. It 
is so with every preacher. He inuit 
have a background hot of sentmentalii.u 
or poetry, or of the affairs of the day, 
but of well ordered knowledge concern
ing the proper themes of his calling; 
and if he has not habitually addressed 
his mind to these the.nes, then he may 

entertain or discuss

i
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He was Moderator

McMullen re

in speuking at the opening of u Sunl- 
tary Association Congress, held recent, 
ly at Blackpool, England, Sir James 
Chrlchton,Browne, a celebrated En. 
blish physician, touched upon the vice 
of gambling In Great Britain. Seldom 
has the great vice of the Englishman 
received a more scathing rebuke than
he gave It, especially when we remem
ber that he spoke, not from the moral 
or religious point of view, but alto, 
gether from the hygienic and physical. 
We quote a sentence or two; 
of a convict prison, the next best place 
In which to see the English phslog- 
nomy at Its worst was the platform of 
a metropolitan railway station on the 
day of a suburban race-meeting, when 
the special trains are starting. There 
one beheld a pushing, chaffing crowd 
of bookmakers and betting men. with 
features more forbidding than were to 
be seen In any other voluntary assem
blage of Englishmen. On most of the 
faces could be detected the grin of 
greed, on manv the leer of low cun. 
nlng. on some the stamp of positive 
rascality. One turned awav convinced 
of the demoralizing and dehumanizing 
effects of betting, 
puritanical prennssesslnns hot out of 
a conviction of Its mlschlevlnus conse. 
ouences from a sanltqrv nolnt of view, 
he irn«M do his best to eliminate that 
adulteration from wholesome recren. 
tlen” Does not this descrlntlon of the 
hahltoes of the rore-mnrse 
rntherlne-s wherever thev are seen?

"Outside

uuliitied these privilege», ana are in
tent on renuermg otuers ui no eiievt 
without the .formality of coustiiutiuuiu 
ameinlmeuts. It is easy to see now 
such a policy migut provuxe incuun, 
aud an instance ut Uie uau leeiing ai 
ready existing was given a lew uaja agu, 
when one ot the topamah oiauupo pio- 
tested so vehemently aga.uot uie puai- 
tion of the btate on the question oi me

the same time revieved

Anart from nnvlegality of civil marriages that he waa 
threatened with prosecution. The pro 
posed new law of associations, a name 
which has unpleasant associations in 
the minds of churchmen, a summary of 
which has been cabled from Madrid, 
and which is to be laid before the Cor
tes, which assembles this week, sounds 
about as drastic as it well could ue. The

sent, imentalize or 
as he will, but he will not for any 

* length of time mislead a community 
Into the belief that he lias a right o 
stand before them as the interprété, of 
the ways of a living God."

These are golden words and need the 
careful attention of young ministers.

fit sjirh

1? Vnn-flaq «.tiAen
•• ling Vi-* V-e-i «viV'l-Vpoint which has yet to be established is 

whether the Spanish Cabinet is strong 
enough to carry through a policy so 
markedly anticlerical as indicated by 
that program. The trouble may yet be 
adjusted, but existing indications are 
t> at Spain is to be involved in a struggle 
no. unlike that in progress across the 

The situation is serious.

<'Tl.. TTfidiinlnii*
In raidi» fn * 

n«1* DanoThr. ssld :
“WVre ha- 'TTndsrl'V'v* H®

I
who becameThere Is many a man 

weak and poor as a preacher because in 
the early years of his ministry he 
neglected hard, steady and severe think-

ha w»s asked.
"If Is r siorv of Gan«dlan l’f® 
"What I* the meaning of the 
«• -The Undertow' j<« Intended to re 

present the stru0’rl* that *11 nobler ns 
tiires have against the perilous drift of 
hidden passions. T had the bonk near 
ly half written before T hit upon the 
name. I felt at once that no other 
could be so suitable."

"Is the book the same size as Si 
Cuthbert's!"

"About sixty pages larger.”
"Do you think it is likely to got"
"I don’t know. You can never tell, 

but the publishers and their critic* 
to think it is superior to ‘St. Cuth

Pyrenees.
Certain it is, the unsatisfactory status 
of the questions at issue, and the steps 
which the government has 
taken against the .religious orders 
which have not complied with the legal 
formalities as to the registration aud 
nationality oi teachers, tne holding of 
property, etc., have created a 
tension extremely dangerous to the good 
relations which should exist between 
two arms of government so intimately 
united by the fundamental law of the 
realm and the tradition» of the Spanish

We notice that Premier Whitney ie be
ing bitterly awailed for appointing Dr. 
C. B. Couligli&u, a Roman Catholic, a» 
Superintendent of Belleville Institute for 
tiie Deaf and Dumb. The attack», in our 
judgment, are unwarranted. If the new su
perintendent ie a capable man hie religion 
aliould be no bar to the poeition. It i» 
claimed that Dr. Ooulighan haa unique 
qualification» for the office, and later on 
it will probably bo found that the appoint
ment ie a good one, notwithstanding the 

at present made by interested par-

re cenli y

bent’s.’ The first edition in the States 
is to be ten thousand copies."

By the thousands who enjoyed ‘St. 
Cuthbert's" there will be no little 
anxiety to see "The Undertow," Mr. 
Knowles* second bid for a large constit
uency of readers.nation.tie*


