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exercised pressure on Norwvay, directiy or indirectiy.
But even if sucli pressure might have averted an irn-
pencling crisis, 1 do not think it could have produced
an uuderstanding of the scope an-d completeness actually
existing. Now just as the -%wonclerful commnon sense of
those t-wo peopies-based, I think, on alu unusually
developed power of imiagination-had assertcd itseif in
1905, so it reasserted itself in this case ; and by their
action I believe that ail possible Gerinian hopes of bring-
ing S-%eden into the fray on its own side were effectively
clisposed of.

But this understancling, so helpful by ridding Swcden
and Norway of ail 3nutual1 fear, iiglit under certai
circumistances involve .both of them. instead of only one.
And this is the possibility which, in spite of ail reassur-
ances, keeps the Norwegians froin feeling vholly secure.
There, are t-wo quarters frorn w%,hich the danger miglit
appear. The Russians inight invade Sweden, or at
least seize a naval. base on the island of Gotblland. The
aileged designis of Russia on the northernrnost part
of the Scandinavian peninsula are wcll knowvn to every-
body 'who, gives the least attention to international
politics. I shall return t-o them. later -when discussing
the position of Sweden. For the present I can disnmiss
them as buried under an avalanche of niew- events and
opportunities too exciting to permit IRussian attention
to d-weli on the distant north. I thinli thiis has been
realized by the Norwegians, and that iii so f ai as Riissxa
stili figrures in the-ir apprehiensions it is rather as a texuplta-
tioîi to Swedish aggressiveness than as a, direct agrgres-
sor. And the Swedishi attitude towvard Russia silice
the beginilg of the -'ar has gone lar towvard dispehhilng
the hast vestige of this particula-r fear. It is the hoid
of Geriany on Swedlen-ba<sedl on circuinstances to be


