
THIS FOR A CHANOB ^^

-

•ad tb«ir methodiofenlarginR it lo demonliting that they have grown to think
that Ontario exisu for themitlvM and their families, and that tb« UKpaytrs bav*
no other busineu than to provide a comforuble living for the New Family
Compact

They have used the Liberal party of Ontario u a mean* of holding office,

until the preetige of that party has been teriousljr rajured and the good name of
the Province, the premier province of this Dominion, is bek) in contempt in other
parts of Canada as the home of conupt electoral methods and a scandalous mani-
pulation of the machinery of the law unheard of in any other British country.

They have centered in themselves many of the powers rightfully belonging to

(he municipalities of the province, and have employed the public patronage to

create an army of office-holders, too many of whom are active partisans instead of
beingimpartial servants of the general public, whose money provides the salaries.

They have divided the constituencies by more than one Kcrrymander u as to

make a Mir fight difficult, and in trying to effiect this result tney have not hesitated

to cut r 'wnsbtpe in two so that the will of the majority may be stifled.

1 not by such means could a term of thirty years ofoffice have been secured,

so a de> •erate system of bedeviling the election machinery has been resorted to,

.Mid the dectort have been deprived of the chief privilege of British citisenship—

a

free and honest eleetion fairly aitd impartially conducted without respect to the
foitunes of one party or the other.

Tamp«rlns with tli« Constitution

A late devtlopment in this long career of 'political back-sliding is the policy of
tampering with the existing constitution in a manner so extraordinary that even
life long Liberals have rubbed their eyes in amazement and refused to approve of
what has been done in their name by a knot of paltry leaders who seem to forget

that they owe something to the loyalty and support of the rank and file of the
party.

Two examples of this violation of the constitution for the sole benefit of the
politicians in office have occurred in the st year or so. Ontario has power
under the British North America Act to cuanite its constitution, subject to a
certain limitation. There is, consequently, a regular and proper way of changing
t*^ constitution. To pass Acts, however, which evade, subvert and nullify the
existing constitution, without changing it, is simply the work of political tricksters

and Quite unworthy of any responsible public men.
Durin|[ the session of igoi the Ross Government introduced and passed an

Act rroviding that the igo2 session of the Legislature, which according to the

constitution expired on March 29, 1902, should not so epcpire, but that the House
if in session should continue in existence until it was adjourned and for ten days
thereafter. This bold attempt to set aside the constitution and extend the natural

term of the Legislature called forth strong expressions of condemnation from all

<]uarters. If the term of the Legislature for one session could thus be piolotlged

in defiance of the plain letter and spirit of the constitution, why coula it not be
prolonged indefinitely, say for another four years, thus depriving the electorb of
their constitutional rtgbt to vote in a general election upon t'le policy and conduct
of Ministers ? "^fais measure is a fitting illustration of the kina of politicians that

now rule Ontana In order to avert a political danger visible only to their guilty

consciences, they would stop at nothing. They failed to see anything improper in

the maasun and all the so-callni Liberal members in the House voted for it

What did they care that the constitution distinctly provided for a Legislature last-

ing from a certain date in 1898 to a certain date in 1903 ? They were afraid tta.

their own bad legislation n«ight cause the opposition to obstruct proceedings so
that the House would not be able to get through its busirnss in 1903 hy the d.ae
set for dissolution, and, thereCpre, they altered the law to m-^t a possiUe political

embarrassment But the oppositim are itot obstroctionists. The House w^
•Hewed to eonctode its labors previous to March 39th, so that this discreditable


