
iif tlu'TrCiity of ISIS. 1 cannot coiireivo

liow anv siii'h view can be seriously ir.it

lorwanf. The Treaty of Washington

was negotiated and entered into in order

to secure to the contnictinjj parties privi-

leges in oxces-s of those enjoyed hy virtue

of''the Tr( alv of 181S. The Halifax foni-

niission w.^s an international arbitration

convened to dei'ide whether the I'liiteil

States had received a >;reattr iH-nefit

under tlie Washington Treaty than had

(ireat I'.ritain. Tlie ISritish had c. Jin-

...1 a lar^'e money consideration tor

i)rivileges wh.ich tliey allesied the I nitdl

States had enjoved linder the Washiiifi-

toii Treaty in excess of what the Hritish

liad. All kinds of loose ar«iiments could

be and were nse<l b\^ t'ounsel on both

-ides, bntsurelvit will not be seriously

contended tluUthe nrgmneiits of Counsel

before the Halifax ('oniii,ission can affect

tlie interpretation of the Tr.>aty of ISIS.

The lawvers eiitianjed on that case were

doiii" tlieir best in the interests of their

re-piTctive clients, and it is not improper

oi-ditlicultto conclude that the respc-

tivc Counsel would have artiuetl right

oi.po-iteto what they did if retained by

the opposite si.le. The Treaty of ISIS

wa< one which gave foreigners certain

lights on l!iitishsoil,riglitsvhich should

be strictly construed, ami i. admission,

or statement or argument use. 1 by (.Vmn-

-el cm the Halifax .\rbitratioii c.mld, I

submit, have the smallest bearing on the

interpretation of the Treaty.

The Treaty of ISIS delines f(.ur terri-

torial privileges given by (ireat Ihitam

to .\merican citizens, viz.:—

(1) The liberty to take lish of every

kind on that part of the Southern coaM

of Newfoundland which extends Irom

Cape Way to Itaniea Islands.

[1) To take lish on the Western and

Northern coast of Newfouinllaiid from

Caiie Kay to tjuinion Islands.

i:",) To take tish of all kinds on tlie

coa-^t.-, bays, barboi-s and creeks Ifoiii

Mount .lolv on the Southern coast oi

i.abrador to and through the Straits ol

15,'ll.' Isle and thence Northwardly and

indelinitely along the coast.

(4) Tlie liberty forever to dry and cure

M\ ill any of the unsettled bays, har-

bors and creeks .m the Southern part ot

the coast on Newfoundland above de-

scribed, and on the coast of Labrador.

These wonls cannot be twisted or turn

,.d into giving .\nieiicaiis the right to

ship men. biiv bait fishes, or trade in

niir waters. Such privilogc- were riot

included in the Treaty and therefore ex-

pressly prohibited.
However, this iiueslioii did not come into

the recent dispute, and I only refer to it

at this tune to express the hope that when

the (luestion of 'lie rights of American

fishermen under the Treaty of ISIH is be-

in"^ ileterniincd, due coiisideralion may he

niveii by His Majesty's (iovernmcnl to the

point that I have raised.

The Treaty t.f I81H, wu may s'.ippo.se.

was made in the interests of the Kiiipirc.

U certainly was not made in the interests

of this Colony. History reconls the severe

(•rillcism with -vliir.li its terms were receiv

ed at the lime of its ratilica'Jon. It was

ii.ssailcd with ureal force by the Icadmi;

press of Kii^'laml, which declared llial t.ie

Imperial iiiarilime iiileicsts of the British

Kmpire had been sacrificed to American

.r'leed Ucnionslraiices and clomiiK'lations

poured in from all the Colonies concerned.

\ full account of Hie leecptioii that at-

tended its publication can he seen m
Kush's work, entitled • Uesidcnce at the

Court of LoiKlon." It will he remembered

that Uichard IJush was at thai time Am-

erican Minister to the Court of St. .lames.

London, and coiiscpicntly an eye-witiie.ss

of all that happened in relation to tlic

treaty, and tliereforc liis account of Us

comleinnation isall the more iiiteresllii^'.

This Colony could only protest when its

ri"hts were sacriticed in 1818. It (an only

protest today, when, atlded to that sacn-

tice, is the humiliation ot the Mo.his \ i-

veiidi that has arise'i out of it

Are our protests to be in vain'.' Is

liritish justice only extended to tho.s-

whose numerical strength gives torce to

their appeal ? These (piestnuis are sug-

gested bv the declaration of certain 111-

rtuentiarEnglish journals, which, while

supporting the attitude of this Govern-

ment in i-elat ion to the Modus \ivendi,

declare tiiat "federation with the Do-

minion of Caiia<la seems the <uiiy way

out of tliedithculty." A great Dominion,

thev assert, if it
" cannot dictate to the

"Mother Country, is not likely to go down

ix'fore the recpiiremeiits of a toreigiv

ixiwer, for a foreign power is Imr.lly

likely to press humiliation on a great

Doiuinionorto invite (ireat Britain to do

this unpleasant work." What does this

,lcclaration mean? Does it mean that the

treatmentthat has been meted out to his

C.lonv wa< int.mdcd a.< a omipel in-

force towards union with the ( anadiao

Dominion, or does ii mean that by at-

taching ..ur.selyes to the five million peo-

1^, ,,f t!ie Cftuadian Dominion we can

t^TT^^A^-


