
SERBIA: A SKETCH
— providing she governed her household well.

But almost hidden from the rest of Europe by

her mountains, kept by barriers from easy ac-

ross to the rest cf the world, the other Nations

paid little attention to her. She grew up almost

unnoticed by the world— proud and strong,

simple in her tastes, pious in her own way (for

her church was not the church of most of her

neighbors), and thoughtful, if ill educated.

She was not bookish in those early days; she

was too 'ndifferent, perhaps, to letters. Had
she kept journal, we could now embroider L-^r

story with more brilliant thread? Her lack of

education was jjerhaps rather her misfortune

than her fault. Those who knew her realized

her many fine qualities, yet she made few friends

beyond her own borders, — and because she was

independent and poor, her richer neighbors were

suspicious of her and jealous. This one and that

one set upon her. They were jealous when she

first put on regal robes. They were afraid hat

she wished to enlarge her possessions at t.ieir

expense, and one of them, who iiad assumed

complete lordship over Serbia and all her sisters,

was constantly threatening her, pretending at

times that if she could help him against the foe

from Asia who was threatening them both, she

should be acknowledged of royal -'nk. This

did not wholly satisfy her. ller t .tions had

gro'.vn. She herself was reaching out for the

Imperial purple. She felt that if she wore it.


