
•oil, and the special ..bject tie farmer may have in view. The object
of ploug uug curly is twofold. !• ir.st, to »tir the ground and put it in
favourable coiuluion to receive uud absorb moisture; and secuU, to keei.down the veg.tat;ou. The sub,-.<iu.nt tillag., by harrow or cultivator,
puts a nice soil mulch on the top, which is favourable to the rapid aud
continuous germination of the w.,d seids in the soil, as well as to tho
forming of a line tilth on the top to retain the rainfall that is r. e.ived.
Ihe depth to which ploughing is done is deiandent upon the amount of
moisture that it is de.ired t- st i-.. If it is in a part of the province
subject to drouth the ploughing .s u ,nv ue.ply, thus increasing ,hc stor^
house tor moLture. On the other hand, if this nuH.o^l is too conducive
to luxuriant vegetation and slow luatiirily, a .shallower furrow is
turned. Jiarly done breaking or what is known as back-setting, both
of which are practically "sumnierfallowing ih,. prairies." give the <ama
good results as summerfallowed land, (hi the other hand it was found
that tall and spring ploughing, when perfor.uid after .he fashion in vogue
in Kast. in ( anada. and left unharrowid ami cxpo^ed until seedin"
operations were tindertaken, vare invariably productive of very
unsatisfactory results. The warm winds, sweeping over the land,
dried out the naked exposed furrows, while the stubble that had recently
b<>rn tnrn..l in cut off almost completely any couimunieation Ih tween
the su.soil and the furrow sr.il, as a result of which a drv s.ason ,vas
most disastrous to the growing crop. The proper practice; and the one
toUowed by the best farmers, is to iiar.-ow iinmediar.lv after i)lowin.'
or in fact, at the same operati, n. wliieh m>t only assists in packin- tlu-
soil, but also HI phi-ing it as quickly as pos^ible in a condiib.n where
evaporation is redue..! to a minimum. This, followed bv successive
harrowmgs and careful packing, usiiallv produces on an average v(ar
from tw;cnty-tivc o thiny bushels of wheat to the acre, if too srrnen.us
s«>ding IS not indulged in. All th.-se aids, having in view the eonservin-
of soil moisture, the promoting of eapilliu-iry, and the solidifvin- of
the seed bed, prodiic- ost satisfactory results.
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Gooa Yields from Summerfallow.

Xo one could bdievp tho beneficf nt effects of such tillage until he had
actually experienced them. As an instance in point, let^ne tell vou of
the cxperi. nee of a prominent early piomer. During the earlv's. ,tl.-
ment of Saskatchewan the rainfall, particularly in the westenrhalf )f
the province, was so limit,,!, that many farmers became convinced thi-t
cereal growing could never be carried on successfully without supi)]»-
menting in some way the scant i)recipitation. Sir "Lester Kav who
was nian.aging a number of farms along the Canadian Tacific Railway
eqnipiH.d his s(V(.ral farm with water carts in the vain h..pe of
furnishing in this way an ;idequate supply of moisture. At the same
time, or at least in nearly every sr son.' tuere was falling from the
heavens sufficient moisture for the growth of his crops, but his method
of tillage j)ennitt<'d this moisture to evaporate. All that was required
to ab rh and retain it for subsequent use was an intelligent method of
soil culture.
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