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The best time to difr potutot's, if they urc not iifTfcti-d with late hh'^rht or rot. is

as soon as the tol« luivc dicil. If thi- Nwatln r i- dry or where the to!),^ reiiiaiii ^ri'i'i '•!

until killed by frost, the ilijr.L'iir: ^hiulii In- ilel.ivi 1 iitilil that time, ;;s ihirii.:^ S,;i-

tcmbcr there is often .1 frreat il;'ve!o;]ii! 'tit of ti'.lMT.-. Where jiotntoes are firri^wn on

the averatto farm the il:;r;r:n;; i~ iij^iialiy l.-i't a- a matter of eonvi-nienee until afl :•

the com is han-e?te<l, vlu re tl'.it ef p i< iri-ow:!. as. wlnn t)i<. tulier- ari' eovereil \vi:h

soil, the latter may he froze:i an ineji or so ii d ^itli. without tlie 'toii being injun'd.

Potatoes should not, however. !>; h-ft ;ii tl:" fja-oiiiid whoii there i^ (]an;;er of thi^

ground freezinsr to a i^realer depth. V.'hen tl;.' soil is fairly \\r]] drained and not

particularly wet the diyrinL;- niry lie del jyi ij for a ir.o;;tli or inc re without nnieh inji:ry

to the crop if the tubers arc healthy; h iwever, where there is no disease the sooi'.e?

the potatoes are dujr, after the tops arc dead, the better.

Potatoes -which have Ikch kiUed by late blijrhl will u.sually Tut as soon as the

conditions are favourable, and for this reason it is better to leave a liiseased crop in

the (jround a.s lonj? as ijossiblc, as the tidxTs which arc diseasfl will, ini>st of them,

ehow signs of rot before they have to be taken up on account (. frost, anii they no^l

not be gathered. If diseased potatot>s arc dug and stor d 1,3 soon as the to[w arv.

dead, the disciise "Kill be almost t'crtain to develop in the pit or cellar, and hralthy

tubers will rot from contact with the discat»e«l ones. It is not pood i>ractice to dif^

diseased potatoes early and pile them in the field. It is better to delay difjr^'iii!? as

long OS poesiblo and then put the potatoes in a cool, well-ventilate<i cellar wdiero the

dise.ise may be checked. Potatoes in ^ (-oil should be dug sooner than those in

that which is drier and well drained.

Potatoes should be dug in dry we^thor, so that when they are taken to the cellar

or store-room they will be porfe(.'tly dry. If the tubers arc houst^l when wet, the

conditions become very favourable for tho development of any disease which may

nffect them «nd for the rotting of the healthy potatoes from contact with those thus

affected.
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