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enforrin;,' tliPtiiHelvcs univrMftlly wli'tluT in Iioivpm nr im cuth
;

IluSLM Htiiits from n ri'lijjioii-. rt-liiti'iii uf Vilivvili aii'l |)>"p|(lc,

lii-^torically fortiiu'l, tliu mutual, inyHticil iniiiiiMci •^ of whic'i

t'li^fioss his lli()uj;lit>i Auii« ^pi-iik^ )(' I'n- •^'.umIih-ss uf Y.iliwrli,

lliisfii til • culls U Idvc' AiUDi iiK'uloiiti Hc.rin|t:iH«i..n, 'hiiman-

ity,' HoHi-a first Hn.J-t tli<^ rijjlit wonl for tl i-, ("121)"'

Tiii-. will -^utfiee to xliovv where llifsi- inti-i |iiftcrs pi ico the

main omphttNis in Hosea's teaching it will iifip.iir liy looking;

over the rfferences citP'l in support of ihis vi.vv, thut in most
ciises they are taken either from these inti ulucti.r y chupter-i airl

the Me.ssiiinic allusions they contnio, or from other Messianic

passai,'es. L' t uh now turn, therefore, fnm. these diMpters

(which have luy-n *hown to pn- ."-nt s.i irimv ilitfiunlti.-s io the

way of ascrihinjj; them to l!oseM),nnil frmi tin' Mi-,^iiiiiic -'Ctioiii

in ;,'eneral (which are ut lea>t oMesliuiialilet, to the pints of

chs, iv.-xiv. which are manifestly r>tlecli"iis of llovea's prophetic

ministry a-i it was actually eX'-nised. 'I'his is the only source to

which we can look with contidence for the main elements <if his

teachinj;. What appears liere to he the hurihn of hi> me^saije ?

IIow far <Io these chapters contirm the view jiist irnlicateil >

Hosea's prophecies ilo not appear to coiitain any ih'C'.ririe of

a believing; remnant in the lanti, snrh as we hive in Njiiali.

Apparently ho saw ir) the conilition of tiie people no [trrm or

premise of a future amendment; and the imii<iidiii;f juiLonent,

which he constantly threatens ami descrilies, is nit a 'siftini,'

process in wiiich the wicked perish and the ri^liti-ous reii.ain,"

hut the complete wreck of the natioti wliich his vholly tmiiiil

aside from its God. The people thipni;lit hy i'o|iioiis saeriti.es

they could ensure the help of their (Jod n;,M!nst, nil cdaiuity
;

yet while they crowd to their high pi ic 's an I multijily th-'ir

saoritices, the nation is on the very lirink of internal lissolotioii.

There is " no faithfulriess, nor kindness, nor know led^e of ( Joil in

the land. Theie is nought but swearinj.', und hreakiri;.' C.iitli.und

kiilin",', and stealing', and commitiiiifj adultery; they break out

and bloodshed toucheth bloodshed " (i v. If.). The loot of all this
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