
Hay and Pasture Crops in Manitoba

III tlic early diiys in Miiiiitolia little or no nttcntiuii was tiiven to

the cultivation of hay ami pasture (•roi)s. 'i'his was largely due to (he

fact that only a small amount of stock was kept on the averaire farm

anil the native meadows supplied all the hay and pasture recpiired. As

tlie country hecann more thickly settled these meadows were broken u|i

and put luider en'
' .ation. It lias, therefore, hecome necessary to seed

down to cultivattd uriisses ami ch)vers. Another reason for the in-

creased interest in these crops is that the jxTnicious results from all

wheat rrowinn is hecomiiuc apparent. In the older districts it is now

necess;. ..» to adopt methoils of cultivation and cro]) rotation that will

at least hold tlii' we( ds in check and return vcfictaMe matter to the .soil.

ThV' introduction of a y:ra>s cron into the rotation >eems to lie one of

the mo: 'i ctTective methods of aeconijUishinfr this.

PERENNIAL GRASSES

act

There are a preat nnmhor of cultivated grasses Imt th'ie seoms to

he only five or six that are suited to \V(>stern condition^. .\monp these

Western Kye, Timothy. Hroiui', llnyilish Hlu( and Ked Top are the

most coinnion. \o one of these caji he recotumended for the whole

province or for all i)uri)oses. Of them all Western Kye and Timothy

are i)rol)al)ly better suited to a wider ranj!;e of conditions and uses than

any of the others.

WESTERN RYE GRASS

Western Hye (irass is a native found on the jirairies of Western

Canaila. The first record we have of it ' 'inj; ,u;rown under cultivation

was in 1885 by Mr. K. Mcdvor. of Virt' n, Manitoba. It was later

iiroven to hv. well adapted to cultivation by Mr. S. A. Bedford, Super-

intendent of the Brandon Kxi)erimi'ntal Farm. Since then it has been

recofrnized as one of the best frrasses in the West.

It is a tufted or bunch Mjrass and is therefore betttT suited for the

production of hay than i)asture. When used for hay it {rives a larj^e

vield per acre and if cut before it becomes too mature makes hay of

tir&t-cUissfjuality.
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