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Buch routo wjiH practicable by the sea, turned his steps southward
again. Wlien he reachuil tlie huail waters of the Fraser he sought
and f<)und tlie ocean at the ni .ntli of tlic Bella Coola River. It

was a memorable day—the 20th July, 17!W—when he tirs. saw the
waters of the Pacific. It led to most important resi-ks, and
opened up the way for the fur tra<lers into Neiv C'..led..nia, as
the north-eastern part of British Columbia was then called.

It must be borne in mind that in a very vast territory making
up the whole northern and north-western part of North America,
there were really no boundary lines—no settled white population,
no form of government, except the strict authority exercised by
the fur companies over their servants—only fur traders and
Indians. Kupert's Land, lying west of Hudson's Bay, was a
country of .ague limits. New Caledonia had no boundaries fixed
to it. Oregon Territory of that day was looked upon indefini*^ely

as a wide area drained by the Columbia River, including now
what is a large part of British Columbia and the States of Wash-
ington and Oregon. Even the great Louisiana Teiiitory, which
occupied the central plain of the continent drained by the Missis-
sippi and Missouri Rivers, had no set limits, and was supposed
by some to have reached the octan. It is difficult to describe
the country geographically as it was then, except as a vast No
Man's Land. Generally it was known as the Indian Territory,
and was made up of everything outside of Rupert's Land not
owned and occupied by other nations. The Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, under its charter confirmed after the union with the
North-West Company in 1821, had the exclusive right of trading
with the Indians throughout its vast extent, and Canadian law,
so far as British subjects were concerned, prevailed.

After Sir Alexander Mackenzie came other noted explorers and
traders. David Thompson, in h< of whom the Thompstm
River is called, entered British L mbia from the north-west,
through tlie Kootenay country, and established a number ol posts
in the southern interior. One of these was situated where the
City of Spokane now stands, and was esta'nlished about the same
tmie that the Astor Fur Comjjany of New York built the fort of
Astoria in order to compete with the British companies .'or the
western fur trade. Simon Fraser, whose name is given to the
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