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The Final Frontier

By Gary Mitchel

Space, the final frontier. These
are the voyages of the starship
Enterprise, her five year mission
to explore strange new worlds, to
seek out new life and new civili-
zations, to boldly go where no
man has gone before. When these
words were first uttered on na-
tionwide television on October
1966, history was made.

Last Thursday, Gene
Roddenberry, aka: THE GREAT
BIrD OF THE GALAXY; creator of
Star Trek passed away from a
blood clot. Roddenberry who had
been ill for several months was
70. He was truly a visionary. What
elsecan you call aman who man-
aged to produce a TV show that
contained a Russian, an Oriental,
ablack woman and an alien in the
sixties, all working together for
the good of everyone. Star Trek
had clearcut ideals of its own.
They were well ahead of their
time. Some have already become
standards of the present. Racial
equality - extended toaliens, even
an alien who seemed at first to be
a viciously murderous monster
(the Horta from Devil in the Dark)
was only one such idea. And yet,
when the show was on the air,
there were riots in the streets,
bombings and burnings, lynch-
ings and assassinations.

Star Trek almost didn’t make it
on theair. Roddenberry, who was
a Police lieutenant at the time,
wentto NBC tomake his pitch for
his idea. The presentation wasn’t
going to well so Gene decided he
might as well relax so he took off
his jacket and talked for another
40 minutes or so. The TV execs
were spellbound. Later Gene re-
alized that he was still wearing
his gun. It was either that or they
really bought his Wagon Train to
the Stars idea.

This year is the 25th anniver-
sary of the show that wouldn’t
die. The show has spawned hun-
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dreds of books, four comic book
series, six movies, a second TV
series, fan clubs, songs and con-
ventions too numerous to men-
tion. How many times do you sit
and watch an episode, for the
twentieth time?

Why is Star Trek so popular?
That’s a hard question to answer,
because if you ask 100 different
people, you're going to probably
get 150 different answers. Star
Trek appeals to fans of all ages,
andisstill getting new ones. Com-
pare the popularity of Star Trek to
any other TV show. How many
series have spawned major mo-
tion pictures? There is an entire
industry built on the popularity of
Star Trek. You may not like Star
Trek, but you can’t deny its ef-
fects. Everyone has heard of Star
Trek. Any manufacturer would
love for their product to be as
identifiable.

My fondest memory of Star
Trek is when William Shatner
appeared on Saturday Night Live,
and of course they had to do the
obligatory Star Trek skit. So
they’re at this convention, every-
one is milling around, wearing
theircostumes, some people with
the pointy ears and such when
Shatner gets up on the podium
and just rips into everyone say-
ing, “Get alife, it’s only a televi-
sion show. You’ve taken some-
thing I did as a lark and turned it
intoabig waste of time. You, yea,
you with the ears. How old are
you, about 30? Everkissed a girl?
Still live at home,eh?” Shatner
continues to berate the audience
for about five minutes continu-
ally tearing down Star Trek the
institution, and he really looks
like he’s enjoying himself. He
then leaves with the entire audi-
ence in shock after having heard
their hero speaking to them like
this. Someone, obviously a con
organizer argues with Shatnerand
threatens not to pay him for his

appearance. Shatner gets back up
on the podium and says’ That was
of course the evil Captain Kirk
from the mirror universe”. Ev-
eryone applauds and everything
is back to normal.

The first convention was held
in New York, January 1972. They
expected 300 people. After the
first 3000, they stopped counting.
Every major news outlet in the
US sent reporters, except NBC,
after all, they cancelled the show
on the first place. Gene and his
wife Majel attended the conven-
tion. The only description you
could put to their faces was
“stunned.” Gene kept repeating
numbly, “I just don’t believe it.
Allthese people here justto honor
Star Trek.” From there, it snow-
balled, conventions now com-
monly attract 20,000 plus people.
Gene Roddenberry on Star
Trek: “Star Trek was trying to
say some other things. That was
tobedifferentisnotto be ugly.To
be different is not necessarily to
be wrong. That for different
people, different lifeforms under
different situations, there may not
be just one truth, there may be
many truths. If we don’t start liv-
ing together and respecting each
other, we're not going to make it
to the age of Star Trek a multira-
cial, even multilife-form show —
I'dsaytheprincipal greatestplea-
sure I've had out of Star Trek it
the fact that these ideas of mine,
these philosophies, have been so
strongly received. Movements
started on the campuses —as you
recall, Star Trek came out in the
days of getting heavily into the
Vietnam War. Star Trek was very
anti- that type of thing. And the
fact that the students on cam-
puses grabbed hold of it was a
source of great pleasure tome ...

That Star Trek was a show that
said something and had points of
view and whither man, and who
am 1, and to what ends am I'; and
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other shows just simply haven't
wrestled with this. One

of the funny things

about Star
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that
is, say-
ing there
is a tomor-
row,and tomor-
row, and tomorrow
can be more challenging
than yesterday, and all these
things that appeal to young-
minded people {that’ s} something
that's been constantly missed by
the networks and other studios...”
Stanly Kubrick set a new stan-
dard for visual science fiction with
his motion picture 2001: A Space
Oddyssey; his accomplishment
is a landmark against which all
others will be judged. Just as
Kubrick changed the face of mo-
tion picture SF, so did Gene
Roddenberry establishanew level
of quality for television science
fiction. No more Time Tunnel,
no more Voyage to the Botttom
of the Sea, nomore Lost in Space.
Ineffect, Gene Roddenberry was
saying, “Let there be a believable
andrealistic format, abackground
against which to tell fantastic and

dramatic adventures. Begone with
your childish
fantisies—from

thispointon,

television

scence

fic-

tion

didn’t al-
ways reach
this goal of course—
but at least, it was trying.
Star Trek wasn’t the first place
the concept of men exploring the
galaxy appeared, but then again
Shakespeare wasn’t the first
writer to deal with Troilus and
Cressida. Shakespeare just did it
a little bit better, and so did
Roddenberry. The difference is
that when Shasespeare was
through with Troilusand Cressida
itwasregognized as the last word
on the subject and no one else
attempted it. Roddenberry’s Star
Trek, however, will not stand out
as a landmark, it will stand as a
challenge. The series will be rec-
ognized as the best statement of
the form only until someone bet-
ters it. And it will be, Television
demands that it continue to top
itself.
Live long and prosper.




