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German-and British-" Shirks"_
ýE VERYnow and thon, the Britisb Intelligence

Office printa a letter found on a German pris-
oner, or an expression of opinion from one
of the enemy wbo bas failen Into our band,

wbich Indicates that there are men fighting in the
German, army who do not want to be there. 0f
.course there are. It la quite plain, also, that there
are men In the Britishi Empire wbo do not want to
~figbt for their country. And tbey are net fIghting
for theircountry. And tbey wiii not be figbting for
their country-for tbey wiil take preclous care nlot
to volunteer. Every time a Britishi citizen of mllitary
age, healtb and cIrcumtances-wbo bas not eniisted
-reads one of those cowardly lettera from a German
Iabirk,1 lie ougbt to sign bis name to the bottom. ef
It. So far as actions go, tboae are'bis sentiments.
The oniy difference between the two cases la that
the German "abishrk" cannot get out of doing bis ahare
ef defendlng tbe policy wbicb bis Governnrent bas
adopted; wbite the British 'shirk" can.

IKNOW a vhole army of men who do not vaut to
pay- taxes. If we bad tbe volunteer system, for
raising our national, provincial or .municipal

revenues, sometimes tbis country would bave to get
&long witb an exceedingly siim budget. A great
many estimable men vould conclude tbat tbey
"needed tbe money" maucli more tban the Govern-
ment did; or tbey wouid make a peraonal objection
to some money-spending proposai of tbe Government
a sufficient, excuse for withholdlng their contribu-
tion "that year." Yet. what business bas the Gov-
ernment to compel ýmen to pay taxes? Ian't tbis a
free country? Can't we koep for ourselves whatever
money vo may manage to makes? lsn't a man's firat
duty to feed and clotbe bis famliy? Sbouid a
"pacifiat" be compeiled te pay for San Hughes' dril
halls, or a Govornment-ownersbip man for the Gov-
ernment grants'to private raiivays? I teli you that,
If we had the fine, frée and enlightened voluntary
system, of tax-paylng, tbiere would be some tali tax-
dodging exploits in'this patriotic country of ours.

N OW, wby do ve brutally and ruthlessiy .nd. des-
potically compel cItizenas to pay -taxes when
tbey do not want te do so? -Why de we, just

ýbécanse w&' are bigger tban tbey are, knock tbein
dowin and'go througb their clothes for wbat we de-
cide, by xuajority vote, tbey ought -te "cough." We
do It witb a good conscience, because tbey get the
benefits of the government-fedorai, provincial or
civic-'wbicb theso taxes supporL The Governmnet
gives them value for thoir tax-monoy. Weil, ian't
the British Government giving the British people
value te-day for tbeir -mllitary service? -Dose nQt
tee Government poie> vblcb put% tbat navy In the
Nortb Sea and that armay in Flandera and France,
confer benetits upon the British pepis ef sucb un-
-limited value snd immoasurable wortb that vo couil
net express it, even lu ternis et tee priceleas lives
whtch are belug paid dovu se grimi>' for these boue-
flta? Yet itlis ouly the volunteers who are, paying
their ahara et this "blood tax." The "shirks" are
staylng at home, rolling theniseives in thoir cher-
lsbed sud blood-bought. liborties like sleek cats-and
permitting the brave and the pstrlotic and the self-
eaorificlng te do their dylng for thoni.

"T HAT s tee va>' tee beautiful voluntar>' systoni
w orks out. The generous, the patriotie, tire
aelf-sacrificing, go inte the army, vbule the' sol-

flsh, tee cowardly and the self-indulgent stsy at home
and reap the benefits. The British subjecta vho do
net fight, wiii enjo>' every' liberty won for us ail by
the mon vho are risking death under thre storin 'of
shrapnel froni German guns; and teey will psy noth-
lug for IL. The>' viii ho precleely in tee position ot
tee citizen vhe had hie preperty proectod b>' te
p olfce, hie pereen ssteguarded b>' ail tee machinery
ef Justitce, his healte eared fer by the sanitsry de-
1)artment, vater iu hie bouse and pavements onk bis
street-and yet retusod te psy his taxes. Of course,
he cannot refuse. We have cempulsory municipal
service-o far as tax-paying gees. Perhaspe a, botter
illustration of vhst tee mn vhe shirks hie mltary
dut>' le doing, could b. secured from club 11fe o, e
Ie l1ke a member of a club who takes full advan-
tages ot ail lts benefits, and thon refuses te pay bis
dues.

'rYý ail knev vbst ve vould say about sucir a man,W' Yet-se ns. rroviy have vo understood tirE
meaning ot tee word 'lberty"-'vO have actu'

al>' elevated a systomnatic Ahirking et military duty
Inte a sert of noble devotien te' "liberty'." WE
grandI>' contrast our freedem lu tels respect 'witl
tee servile condition of "the ceuscript nations oi

Europe."' We~ sà3 thàt they are enslaved by their
"minitarY caste".;, viile we are free as air froui any
sucli ignoble domination. And *ve pride onrselves
on thia gospel of 's~l~fg'It would bhe incredi-
ble--if we were net so aceiiatomled te IL. Net la it
bard to see how wve fell ito this miatalce., It i. 'an-
otber~ of the çoliseqencçs of tbe impractioal and
misleadig toachings of the 'paciliats.' They b~ave
taugbt u~s tbat,àll preparatle* for-war betrays a lack
of fait in tetriumpho reigo lpfrch isto ba'ulsi
war-that te prepare for war la -te caulse itý-that *e
have a nobler idcoal tlian the 4ltary inat1bns Wich
do prepare for wtar. S~e we hav slIcerely fiéttrd
ourselves that We had fQUnd honou'r in a course -of.
dishonour.

THOUSANDS of people, are- ready te go to waTnow, wiio were nlot ready to be trained for war
before war broke. TheWrhearts aire,lght, but

their judgments werýe misled. The believai the sillY
"pecifist" gospel that war wouid nlot coiii if we kept
our souls édean'firom the ,SOW1n baines of' prepar"
lng for it. "',ow' they knôw thaïf the exact opposite
waa .true. War would not have, come er ail pro)>
ability; If, we bad been prepared for ît Univera
military training, indeed, would only dernaIid of uE

'what We. are ail qulte wllling to grant now. if tbE
Britishi Governnient finda ,that the voluntary sYpteIX
does net .give it enough < troopa to finisUI-tbis-War
and 1f it bas recourae to ',the draft"-as the Amner1

cana did duringtheir Ci vil War-the coulntry Wl
support it loyally., That will be cômpttlsoiy mTfliUtar
training. The American- Iiad it---and i~t did nlo
destroy their democracy. Yet the moment~ teis i!
granted, the ouiny questi'on wbicb it leavps openi
wheter war la sufficlently probable- to mak, uiniV1er
sal miflitary traininlg, in time of peace, gt value
the nation. And âfter our cbatly and he fyiixg :e3
pêeice *w'th tbla war-wbich thie "paii sts"~ col
stantly aÏssured uas could neveË happen-thet0 onêli
te .be ne doulbt qn that, poinlt.
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1Is Thern S I V Péril?
Facts' as Narra ed by d'.Cana-dian Traivellelt Furnish the A nswe r.

aB ~y AUGUSTUS BRt4>DtE
1-I v s'w'ba't aCndn hksabout Rus&la. tbe grand-ducal estatas vore purcbaaed b$y -thE g

!-'t Pu.lroeser Mavor, -wbo la a Scetc'iman;' enmenit aud resold te tbe pessantry. Thie grei

Ibut a, man wlio bas for' yeara beeu lu tb 4uloeg weredispoessdo tet ~ir sws>r. Tiey rush
.elactical, engineering profession sa sPout te speud their nlorrey on the Riviera. The O rke

a long -wbile lu Russa engaged lua negotiating con- and the preducers pusbed up te taie their plaes-

tracts for electricai traction -and otbor iuder- Mr, Armstrong dlverted for a moment to notl

talvings. Mr. F. C. Armustrong bas traveled mucli tbe economicbasis et t'be nov movemeut lu Rus$

sud ho kuova Russia b>' a direct metbod; net so Ho poluted out ýthaitelghty-slx par cent. et tbe pol

much b>' books, but more b>' rubiblug up againat Rua- lation, lîve ou the land; feurteen per cent. lu 't

siaus lu inu> çalks of lte, from hlgb officiaIs, dovn cities aud town--a direct contrat to ait Ott

te the ranýks et the people vbo tforned the mass- modern statea. The g overumeuit bas seized UP

dynamnica of tbe Russasu revointion. He l'a a per- this as a Ziundâmieutal dynamiq't tho', reorganizati

sonal frieud of several Ruseas officiels Who stand ef Ruaeia; net naerely' for the' presunt orý as a P

blgb lu public service aud wbo both understand aud toxt, but 'for ail tino te come and as a. princi!

represeut the forces that are maklug the Siav empire Wbeu Mr. Armstrong uses s word like "dynait

a great modemn force amoug venld demnocaacIes:ý hoe kuows wbat It e insael a politicai seaise, fer

And it la et the new, mod <em Rusa tiiat Mr. rm-, la an engîneer; snd -te hlm Rusala lea sgreat pot,

streng dellgbts te taik. Te hlm the eld Rus8a of tial dynamo ef energy among the nations, worl

the pogrom sud the knout aud -the <penai c'oiouy îa eut ber savation net b>' the blazoulng *et «bstrl

a sbadowy, receding background te -the eager, arpion- ide"s or vague dreamas about SBlav domination ini 1

dld sud virile Russa that aluce the war began bas world at large, but b>' practical, measures for 1

made evea mîhitar>' expertse at their crîtioisma meorganizstion et the Slav people as a vat Iii.

about the "gla0ler" sud the "lsteam roller."1 This empire wbich, bas alread>' all the land sud aIl1

regenerated Rmisaa- population'jt needa, sud s uatiural Siav Increase

"Baliaeve me," b. sal, energetIvcs1W, "she la net 3,000,000 a year. .

yet undet-sliod. Europe doea net knev tire Rusais ' "Ruasl'a la nov sud expects te ho what Gernil

whose'ulisl te es.tabIsb a new, practic , a culture 'Ua>' -yet four te beconie," ýaId tee Canadîsu traveý

of cîvilization ln urope. 'ÀUgisud la oui>' heglniiing "a, nation oft farmers Genmany' hab huilt up

te find. o>ut tb&oRusia test la takiug ber for a model trade empire on ýthe fa:ctoiry. Rusa i. building h

ot goernment and Iavoiding tbe state pelicy e« -on the Muim. ebhe does net expect te become a gr
theýGlerhansmauufaoturlng nation. Sho does 'expeet te, bedo

1-leeÉdiltd f«t anypeople lu the Bmitish EBm- lu a greater seuse vhat ah.e a1ready'ls, -a produdet

pire' -a àkg6,' lv perl asa thing verse, the verld's 'wheat sud cattie sud butter sud fnl
If pssile hantij Gern nmence. ý, -_She axpecta, aise, te become a:,'cosgal markoet

"When~~~~ ~~~ ihra'I oSavprl, esid ýTy the vorld'a manufactures. Andi the-recent pater

sh'buld ithere ~be? Russia s rgn fl.We ail movemeut oniginattd by 'ber govenument preves t
1u1. LDS' :4>~~~W-*.-'*----, .. ~r,If - - face., ëbe la lu oumnest abouttels,."

on Euglan ' onCani*ê on Facë3ad In a different
sense 'Qermax, We' kuov tiiet deiocracy,,hai; er-
znarked te twenieth centur# ,.for her' oWl. We
mnust aise admthat R~ussia abvýI aineven
more tea ' moarchical d oracy of Engiaud, or
thbe repubI!oàn dmcacy oÔf the Uni&ted States, or
the Social'ist deipiu,,o race bas eut hersait
lo{>aa absolutel>' timix'rautoea as sbe usad to knov
lt, freni bureaucracy as u.ho b.d it, for froin ail, the
dark mathods ef mnediýaovalisni."

'The regeneration, ot oourse,,dates back to 'the
revelution that foIliowed tbe var vite Jýapan; the
'war 'wbicb vas fomented by German>' and la now net
regretted b>' Russia because lIt a'wbke the giant of
175,000,000r Slave te a. new seuseofe the need for inner
lInside reforanation and a nov possibillt>' et standing
dead against tee 'mediýaeval illtarlani ot German>'.
Thbe Canadial trsveier admiitted thls.

*êLIIHI>Rcrlitbk nia> have pohpoehed that re-
iivElutiu," ire said. "But It still livesa nd It

le a tremendous and dynamic sineerit>'. I
'don't mean test universai franchise coud have donc
*anytbIng for Rusa. '0f wia>t 'use la the manbôod
suffrage to a people the majorit>' of whom can
nelther read nor vrlte? Tha't vas a fallacy. The
llmited franchieofe the Octeberlet part>' in thre Duma
lIs the rea tblng; the eufrauchi.omentt ef -the 'grea.t
'mlddie class 'w-be, lu any country, are ithe reai power
of tee Staite. That bas beau accempiabed in Russa.
In tact a mian may baet of w blrth 'and rIsa te te
'ver>' top rank i' -the Russian Sta'te. &uch a mn
was Do 'Witte. There vas iie barrier 'te tba.t man.
Hie talenit vas recoguized net leas than that ef
Stolypin, vhe was 'a hemn arie-tocrat. Russie Is net,
as sorne peple have supposed, gorred b>' ber
grand-dukes. and the Czar. As tar back as 1865

lrE spoke et the great land oe ntfm
-gested Eur'epeau' Russa te tho vast, ax
domains of Siberia; a mnoveinent .ail

doubllng for a number of years back -the settlil1
the Canadian North-West. That movemeut bi
wltb tha compietie'n et tee trana-Siheriati Rail
huikt and operated by 'the govomumeut.' In a si
-year. 700,000 fanners hb.d beeli shifted frein Eu
eastvard 'inta theso fertile pampas et w'heat
cattie; net only alcyng thé raiiways, but up
-dowu the rivons 'test teed Inte tbe 'trunk Uine.
oach iand-boider .goes 40- acres of land -for ê
head et hie familly; and te the a'verage Russian fa
et eigbt test means vhat vo' eau a balf-satto
laud, Iu' Canada-as goed land as eau hoe feuil
-the venld. TrauaportatIon makes usa ef the r
as weli sg the ralivays. Flat-beats float the fari
grain and cSttle dovu tir 'the open season. Th,
Ie a roadway for thei fariner's sleds In wluter;
the ]Rus.sian farmer bas ne objection te a long-
tha.t occupies days at s tuae hb'twen field and
'vator. The average price et a bisbe'l et whel
Siberla ih about ftfty cents te the producer; '9
te the abeap labduir of Russa meana more'
seventy cents te thre Csu.dlau tàrmer In the. N
west; The rail baul is lonuger; the *ster-haui sh<
But Russa is able te 'cmpote at a lover' pril
production tesâu an>' other countiry Iu the '%
And b>' this paternal systeni of land settli
Ruasia la building up a vast hin'terland ampi:
food-'predncers test means Incalculable wealtl
tbe nation.

Hon. rises the railva>' problean, wbicb In R
as yet lsa s uge Infant. For 175,000,000 popl
ertending troni Dam>' ou the nortb Paclil

(Continued on page 22.)


