
CÂNADIAN COURIER

inything you flnd in the shacli.
re's some bedding, an axe and a
teI; and there's a boat in tlie bout-
te. Good-bye!"
oag packed a bundie witli simple
isions and a few rough ciothes and
'd1ed a tug that wus stili carrying
i and ends 'or summetr cottagers'
'ta from the isiand to the city.
iie isiand acress the hurbor wus a
nge prehistorlc sandbar several
s5 long, full ef mazes and canais

wild-wiilow copses and all sorts
inispiring solitudes wlthln a mile
lie city smoke.
lie two men that rau the tug eyed
ia a suspîious way. To ail their

5flons Hoag made ne definîte re-
;except tliat lie was going over to

len a cottage for a few weeks.
1 thiak he's nutty," said tlie en-
ier.
P'a darnied sure or it,"1 repied the
Br.
Ofli o! tliem iived on tlie point,
,e thun a mile frein Poundemi's
galow. Hoag was glad when tleY

ded hlmu and let hlm go on bis way
h bis packi thr ougli tlie sulent Stone-
Lge of the amusement city ail sand-
IÏP and superbly gloemy, Out over
Bldewuik into a swgle of sand tliut
bY a shortcut througli the willws
thé gorse te the one bungalow lu

)119 sunded up row that wvus son te
Oke-t.he ouiy wurmn chimney on
~t Ride er the suud-bar.

'l-11ERE was a smaii firepiace for
*Weed. The beach was iined

wlth driftge. Pouuýdema had
t £lioûgh furulture and beddlng te
'k housekeeplng possible. Hoag
PS.cked bis loadof rough togs and
tables and hut a fire.
r~he Place wus as meîanchoîy as a

b~Only a !ew weeks before hua-
'48 O! people buthing, bouting, bon-

gardenlng. Now nobody but
Is t was a mile at least to the

e liuse inhablted by the tug-nien
the Point. The wîres were dead.
I Olect.ke buibs gleumed here and

ý're. Iu the whole Jlkesîde of the
r' there was not a track. Withln a
[le or more of a big clty Heag was
d"1îY la a desolatien as complote
that ef Robinson Crusoe.

li eliopped and packed wood; ted
Sfire: then If was dusk.

Mt

Odoubt Markham weuid discever
bis whereabouts. Hoag kuew
islanders well enougli te be

ith, tug-men would Investliate
'l 11 their own uccount. Falllng te

tedte hlmi, they would lie un easy
8'kfor any detective agency set afoot

Th first day convlnced hlm that lie
"B Iglit H1e cbopped 'and lugged

'o Walked mile upon mile and
£4'e the boat into the lugeon. From

lie euolnd bis wuy ouf throagh
ýe'1Oste theoepen lake. The

'8trWas calm, and thEt air qulte
Dp Out haIt .i mile lie noted the

laaQf the djead cottages among
b hc is wuRs the only 9meke. Net
Oft lire. H1e removed bis clothes

Vidit the Walst and rowed on. The
Ir nla fine sharp tang. At first
,etorable, it soon becamne a

ý7eid118eture to lits sia. Loa as he
<lI bserved that ho was ne,

etnAll lie bail remeved was the
'èoBfl(I flesli. Clothes, atter ail,

ý 0ddoal of a habit. Man bail

always refused to acclimatize lits belsy
as lie dîd bis face or a baid head.

Ail of whici lie reuized Was very
lîttie aid to wliat lie ladl ia laud, No
one ma couid undo bis body, tlie work
of centuries. The best lie coulid do
was to set free that part of bis being
thut mere body culture starves, espe-
cially in a highly civilized place. Hoag
wus as convinced of bis duality as lie

was ef bis lire. He did not believe
tbat a man's body must die la order
to set free bis seul. And as lie slowly
rowed the boat just fast enough to

keep off the sense of chuIiing cold,
lie looked closely at tlie shore line.

Just to the left of bis cottage lie
observed a wiiiow stub umong a swale
of dead long 1grass just at the edge of
tbe sand moor that once liad been a
znarsb.

He suddeniy f eit certain thut tlie
willow stub was movlng. He could
see it as clear as a brIglit cloud. Over
tbe top of it came a swift beiegram.
H1e knew now-wliat. That stub bail
eyes. A man was behind It wlth field-
glasses. Hoai paddled bis bout iu
backwards, keeping bis eye constuntly
on tbe stub. There was no otber move-
ment. Guils screumed and dipped,
Something seemed to tblcken Up at

time lie saw hlm; but the man aiw aYs
siunk away like a bear.

"lEvidentiy l'ni nlt popular," lie
wvhistied.

ut

Ni EITHER was he lonesomne. Ani
liehad noe fear. Fear, after ail,
was of thie body. Alone here,

away from theatres, churches, crowds,

smoke and scurrying ambition, lie feit

himself greater than the whoie citY
lie bad left; greater than Markbam,

wbe ýwas the most powerfui man in

the place. He kuew it was a mere

niatter of a few weeks f111 tlie tewn

sbould suck hlmi bucli agaîn. For the

present lie was free. H1e beionged te

ail the ages. Carrying witli hlm tlie

sense of the city, lie couid feel how
mnan had corne up te such myriad forins

of art ani industry and society wie

retaining somewhere at the root most
of bis primitive instincts.

W

O N E thig e quicky noticed a.%
lie began te get the city out of

bis nerves was that a few things
refused to be obliteruted. One of

these *as music. Anether was the

senseo! a crowd. Another was tbe

curions vibration of the office wben

He longed to see somne better ýprovision Even a scientific dactor could be con.

, for the treatmnent Of nervýe cas .vlnce d,

the buse o! the sfub and vanlsli by
burrowing into the long, deud grass,
badli inte the meor scrub.

When le laded ut the stub-nobody
was there. But lie saw bootprluts net
bis own.

H OAG was the frt ma whe ladl
ever set up smoe ou that silo
of tlie sundbar lu wiuter. H1e

mude ît bis first business te kuow the

Island. Itç a s a muze. A smuil jungle
ceuld net have been better for man-
concealmeut. Hence it was that Hoag
neyer knew ut any waklng heur when
by bout'or afoot on any part et the
sandba'., lie would net suddenly tura
and observe another bIped just vanish-
Ing eut o! 7iis lino of vision." Those
tug-moa were born on the Island. They
resented Hoag. H1e fetched ne revenue.
Ho was nothiug but a squatter. Hîs

smoke irritated thein. They feIt
crowded. Wlnter -,us ulways their
time te be lords o! ail. I3esldes, they
were the officiai guardians o! property
on behaif o! the clty that ownod the
island and the summer residents whn
owned the roof s. Frequently Hoag
made an effort te get ut eue ef these

stalkers, lie callod to a iman every

the Press wus runainlg. These fhree
stayed curiously vivid. Wlien lie
fergot fthe, crowd and the office, bofli
o! tliem rathor physical, us lie refiecfed,
,the music remulued. Thore wus an
obvions reuson. Hoag was taklng hlm-
self te piecos about as. ealmly as a
doctor dissects a cadaver. The reuson
music persisted, lie toid himself, was
because It was the mosf spiritual o!
aIl mian's suggestions. Thougl if e
peaded upear physicul vibrations o!
air- se the scientiats said-yet If get
lute the nerves by a set e! vibrations
thut liad nethIng te do wifh air.

H1e ceuld resurrect, melodies, the
motifs o! symphonies, strange caden-
,ces and harmonies fliat l heard te,
the cold creeplngs o! wInd and wuter.
They were fremendously beautiful and
infinitely sud. Tley gave hlme power
te escape frem bis body inte the un-
seen; power te be wltbeut four, te
Ignore commen buger and the cold.

~oeo! tiem, brouglit te bisý mInd
nebuleus scenes, fabulons, legendury
people, lnvudlng phautoms e! limifles
patience and beuy. 11eag pondered
upon the mystery of the musle mna-

chine; the soni persenallty cageil
up ln a cý71inder or a few relIs o!

netclied pupe'.. Hlow was It possIble

That willow stub had eyes.

flot only for a phonograpli te rehabili-
fate the seuad personality o! a singer
or a player, but more mysteriously
how couid a machine aftacbed ,te a
piano repeat idenficaliy ftle seand
dynumics, ftle poetry, the silken gliss-
andos of any kaown plane artlsf? H1e
had heurd If. The murvel lie had
never solved. If was eue wlth the
meving itîcture. Here ou fthe dead
island lie coulil reulize the magie ef
ibis fhing as nover lie ceuld ln the
crowded clfy.

N IGHT by uilgt the island andl
the man became more andl more
a unity. Blladfolded lie could

tell by ftle sound o!, the water or the
111f of the winds la the nuked trees,
or the moan of If over the mar3b
scrub and fthe dead grasses, Just where
lie was la any direction but one mile
from bis bungalow. H1e liked it botter
by nîglit; and the niglits were new
almost ut their longest. The day was
but ftle lift of a peerîng curtalu be-
tween the shadows of the dawn andl
the dusk. Every niglit Houg was
abroad on fthe sund, or out ou the water
iu bis bout. When lie wenf te bunk
lu the bungalow wifh the flicker of a
10w wood flre ln the arcli, lie scarcely
knew whether lie was uwuko or usleep.
The prowling images of the sunil and
the water sfulked ut once Into wliat
mîglit have been culled bis dreams,
wben lie suw pla ces as legondary as
these called up by music, peopie as
fremendous and us swiff as the shapes
on fthe film, and heurd music more
lovely flan any lie knew. H1e woke
always just as dawn wvas creeplug
from thie laite. Ho used. ne fimeplece.
Aud lie nover missed fthe crawl of the
pee'.ing day flirougli the ghosted
clouds o! grey or rose plnk or green,
melting ýover the wuter as nover a,
liglit crept upon aay human stage.
When storms lasbed the lake luto
fury lie leff bis bungalow andl ra
madly-aleng the racked-hurd sand tili
ftle spray drenched hlm and the roar
of the breukers filled hlm with the
strength o! sonnd. . Now the eyes of
Murkbam badl se extended their range
f bat any calm morfflng as lie rose te
see the rebirfh o! the day, eue of those
sInIster figu1res staUoýed hlm.

WARMAN as goneral manager
of Marlibums, wus expected te
keep: hlmselIf Posfed on more

fhlngs thun bis business. >Ho was te
koep Mrarliha posted. Iaflinte ma$-
f ery o! defaîl. ne imagination, a pled-


