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ly along the railways, is any con-
sistent effort made to, more than
note the number of fires. The cnar-
acter of the timber Ulestroyed, its
acreage, etc., are immeasurably the
most important features and under
the presenit: system are not reported
on by the rangers and supervisors in
anything even approawning an ade-
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Why This Difference?

The Ontario limit holders are pay-
ing for their fire ranging consider-
ably more than twice as much per
acre as the limit ho-.iers included
in the St. Maurice or Lower Ottawa
Protective Associations of Quebec,
although the protection afforded the
latter is superior.

er It is a well-established fact that
a railways, taken as a whole, are no

e- longer the main source of timber
n- losses throughout the Dominion.
as This is, -to a very large-extent, di-
Lie rectly due to the incru.ased efflciency
it of the railway fire protective organi-
et zation, working under the regula-
le tions of the Railway Commission.

These regulations impose stringent
he requirements in the direction of fire
10 protective appliances on locomo-

r-tîves, control of right-of-way clear-e- ing operations, patrol of forest'sec-
15tions, action by ail reguilar railway

nt emrployees ini reportingz and extin-
:h guishing fires, etc. As a resuit of ail]this, both the number of fires caused

>~by locomiotives and employees axid
nthe amount of property destroyed is

1-. H-aving rgard to these facts, note
st the replresenitationis of the Ontario
r- Department of Lands and Forests,
1- which shouild be an accurate and

comnplete mnirror of for-est losses and
htheir causes during the year uniderconisideration, 1915.


