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Sorne New Methods Required
for Fighting Forest Fires

By R. S. GRIFFITH, Canadian Representative
Viekers Ltd., London, England

IHAVE READ with deep interest the articles which
have appeared from time to time in your valued
publication with regard to forest fire fighting and

protection. 1 understand that through the efforts of the
Canadian Forestry Association the leading papers in
Canada have been endeavouring in their editorials to
draw the attention of the people of Canada to the de-
plorable losses which they have suffered during the last
few weeks from forest fires.

My information is, however, that if the number of
rangers available today was quadrupled we should be no
further ahead in our efforts to keep down or eliminate
forest fires. I believe that by a co-ordination of aero-
planes, radio telephone and portable forest tire pumps,
that within a few years, the large forest fires will be things
of the past: We have been given the following instance
in which rangers needed supplementing: In one of the
recent tires in Quebec, fire tighters sent back reports
to the main station that they had succeeded in con-
trolling a large tire. This report was accepted. A few
days afterwards an aeroplane was sent out to examine the
situation and it was then found that the tire had spread
over a range of hilîs and had developed over a tremendous
area. This, of course, was not due to any fault of the
tire fighters. but owing to the smoke haze they were
unable to see what was happening atsome distance from
them. In this case the aeroplane was able to leave four
mnen on the spot with their provisions and made-several
return trips loaded in a like manner, the return journey
in each case taking forty minutes. The same trip covered
in the ordinary way by canoe would take well over a day.

With the aeroplanes the rangers van be supplied with
Provisions ând other necessaries, f rom time to time, and
information c'an be given them regarding the *general
direction and vharacteristivs of the tire whivh they are
fghting. The Pulp and Paper Companies in the Pro-
vince of Quebec value their timber assets at many hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, and it seemns to me that an
efficient aircraf t organization,- working in conjuniction
With the rangers, would be a very cheap form of insurance.
It is perhaps hardly necessary to point out that the way
to succeès in this direction depends absolutely upon the
ground -organization.

In regard to radios-, ît would appear that a central
receiving and sending station, with a 'range of approxi-
UIntely 250 miles, -would meet most needs. The aero-
Plane would also be equipped with a sending and reveiving
a-PPaatus which would also have a long range. 'The
rangers on the ground could then be supplied with smnall
Portable receiving and sending sets having a range of,
say. 45 miles. With this equipment I feel that the'rangers
would be able tg~ attack a forest fire in a most aggressive
Mnariner, and they would have exact information, f romn
tillie to time, 'as to the result of their efforts and the
generai movement of the fire.

f The great advantage, however, that would accrue
f'otn the use of aeroplanes would be that fires would be
Qcated before they had reached any considerable magni-
tude and operations could be immediately carried out te'
11PVete and subdue the confiagrâtion.

1 Put forward these proposaIs with a certain amount
'if diffdec and would like to have the opinion of youýr

l'edrs on the points raised herein.
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Mapping 1000 Sq. Miles
by Airhiane

THAT is what is being done by the
Spanish River Pulp & IPaper Milis,
Limited. They are using a Dayton

Wright seaplane to nmp 1,000 square miles
of t heir timber 1leaseholds. They know that
the wings of the airpiane and the eye of the
camera can give them. the facts a hundred
times quieker than a whole army of timber
cruisers could.

This new. seaplane will1 also be used for a
fire patrol. Thus fires can be detebted and
reported days in advance, when compared
with the usual hit or miss system of human
patrols. That alone should mean the saving
of many square miles of valuable pulp wood
every year.

Quick and accurate mapping of large areas;
frequent inspection for forest fires; easily
made timber surveys-these are the ad-
vantages accruing to the' companies who
use the Dayton Wright Forest Air Service.

Your inquiries are welcome and will be given
immediate and careful attention.

DAYTON WRIGHIT COMXPANY
DAYTON, 0Hio, U.S.A.

"The Birthplace of the Airpiane."
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