*" - ithejeChief,  Under this Commisrion, Barnahy Julien assumed the’
" 'right of selling aiid leasing the greater pirt of the Ruserve of 10,000
acres on.the Little South West, and 1 regfet to state, that from the
" best information I conld obtain, he has-sincé then received nearly
. two thousand ponnds in money and goods from various parsons, as.
. - cqusideration for deeds-and leases, and for rents. ~ His rent roll,
. this year, amounts to a very ‘conriderable sam; yet I found him so
" embarrassed in his pecaniary affairs, that he dare not come into
- Newcastle, rave on Sunday, for fear of being arrested by the Sheriff.
.- His own family have alune benefitted by the money which-came to
his bandg; noue of the other Indians receiving the smallest portion:
In consequence of this misconduct, the Micmacy, at their last
. annual meeting it Bornt Church Puint, 6w Saint Anne’s Day, (26th
. July) solemnly deposed Barnaby Julien from his situation_as Head
- Chief, and declared that he had no farther authority as soch. Ni-
" cholas Julién, who . was second in -rank to_bis brother Barnaby,
_ then becaue principal Chief of the Micmace, but had been so short
. a time in.authority beforeny visit, that hie had not made any change
" in the management of affairs. ~ ' . R

7. Theludiang at this Settlement did not appear to be in.a very
. . flourishing condition, nor yet very industrifus. Those on the
_'North West were so- crowded upon by-Squatters, that they had
" ‘only a few acres left for théir own occupation. This, with the mis.
" conduct of Barnaby Julien, has rendered what cught to have been
" one of the best Settlements'in_the Province, one of the poorest. -
. "Having examined the several Tteserves on.the North West and
Little South West Miramichi, and visited-all the Settlers upon
- them, a8 hereafter. stated, we returned ‘to Newcastle, aud thence
. proceeded to Burnt Chirch Point, at the mouth of the Miramichi.
_-Here'[ found 201 soule. o Lol C
" The Micmacs of Miramichi and its dependencies consider Burat
* “ChurchPoint as their head quarters, and they assemble there an-
nually on their Festival, Saint Anue’s Day. Their - Missionaries,
“‘meet themn at that time, aud uvsvally remain: with them about a
fortnight; when the members of the Tribe are examined in the,
articles of their faith, and those from remote places receive religious
instroction.. . All disputes between “individuals are rettied,:and all
_ business of a public nature is transacted. Chiefs and Captains are
" elected or ‘deposed, and- all arrangements for the year are ma.e
- “hefore the meeting breaks up. At this period,:also, marringes are
- usually solemnized, it being but seldom that weddings, take place
" at_any other season of the year. :In general they marry at very
early ages ; males at 16 or,17, and females at 13 years of age.” 1
saw several voung Squaws, not fifteen- years' old, who had borne
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-++. The Reserve at Barnt Church Poiut containg 240 acres; the
* Jand is perfeetly level, and is bounded to the Northward by a small
" River, on the North wide -of “which there is aiiother Reserve of
. 1,400 acres, all-in a state of wilderness. -The sinall River fur:
. nishes Oysters, Lobsters, Sea-Trout and Eels in ubuidance; “in
front of the Point large quantities of Sulmon and Bass are caught
.. 'sunually, and there are plenty of water-fowl. .7 7 -
" e. Onthe Point formerly ‘stood"a French Village of considernble
“" -~ extent, and 'a large Chapel highly finished and ornumented, ‘which

is said to have cost five thousand louis d'ors. _After the. conquest

“of Quebec a_ship of war was despatched to England. bearing the
despatches and the:mortal remains of the gallant Wolfe., This
*." ship, (rom’ stress of .weather, put into Miramichi, and js said' 19
- have been the first British vessel which ever floated on. its waters,
* .+ 'Six men were-sent on shore in a_boat for water, all of .whom were
.- murdered by the !
©" Jeged, of some French soldiers stationed at French Fort Cove. Iu
, revengeé for. this outrage the Captain of the ship silenced the’ bat-
. tery“at French Fort Cove, destroyed a fettlemient at Canadian
Point, and on his way-out burnt the Church at this place, whence
it has-since horne the nawme of Burnt Church’ Point, o
" "Thé Micmnes, assisted by two grants from the Legislatare, have
. .erected a neat Chapel here. It is 34 hy 38 feet; the exterior.is

. finished; the interior is plasteréd only, and without seats or gallery, |

" which are. much needed., There is a small new building attached
" fo the.Chapel, called -a Préshytére, which was pat up during the
“. - present .gearon for. the accommodation of the Missionaries. . 1t is
22 by 25 feet, aud contains.two apartments; both finished with the
. exception of painting..-All the work that has’ been done for': the
_ Chapel end Presbytéte, aud the waterials have been paid- for'by
;. the Legislative grauts and. by subscription among’ the Indians, and
- “their Treasurer_has 'a balauce of £7.17 7 in hand. . They havte
. - praversin. the Clapel. cvery. morning and eveing -at, 6 dcluck,
""" at-which there ie always- a full attendunce.. There 'is'a great-deal
. ..of decorum at these meetings; the prayers are repeated by every
-7, person present, and ‘the ‘choir chaunt the .morniug and eveuing
. " srviceiin good style #nd very cofrectly; “after which (in the evening)
-."~one.of the Chiefs usually makes a short ‘addréss or exhortation to
. ‘the congregation. - . . .. 0T
" .There-are:at Burnt Church Poiiit-four framed houses and.seven-
' teen wigwams. ;The Indians ‘there .planted - this season 56 barrels)
-~ of Potatoes, with u few bushels ‘of Oats and some Indian Corn.
" The crop.looked tell, bat seemed likély to suffer from the drought.
~." They have no cattle, but some of them keep pigs. - = |
" . In 'the winter season this.settlement is entirely deserted, the'in.
" habitauts remoring to the Tabasintac and other places, where they
gain & subsistence by lumbering and spearing Eéls throogh the
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Tndiaus, immediately, under- the eye, as it was al- [

“Beveral ‘Councils were held ‘at the Point, at which I endeavoged -
to ascertain the true sentiments of the Iudinnk with-respectite -
measures for ameliorating their condition. - They appeared’ pe
feetly willing that their. lands should be taken unduf the-solech
of the government, feeling quite certain that their great Mother the
‘Queen would do what was right and. just_toward them,  They ap.)
peared very desirous of havig Schools established ‘awong -thews, -
and [ observed amoug ‘the men geuerally, the greatest possible )
anxiety to learn reading and- writing. Most. of them know the |
Alphabet, can spell alittle, and write their names, . =~~~ \
- It appeared ‘to be a great object of ambition with every head of
a family to possess.a framed house, and advautage might be taken - -

particular, spot, by -werely lending them assistance to erect smail
dwellings, They seemed quite willing to become farmers, pro-,
vided they had some i )
the first instance, and provided also, they ¢onld’ raise etiough from "
the land to support them, - Of the-latter, they always seemed; to -
éntertain great doubt, and” not without somwe ‘show of reason, for
their misdirected efforts and hard labour in the cultivation of the
goil have hitherto produced them but a very trifliog return, 17
they- srere once convinced by actual experience that they could maise .
sufficienit crop by tilling the land' to support them throvghout the
vear, they would immediately turn their attention to farming and
abaudon their wandering habits.. The proposition to teach them
trades was received with the greatest satisfuction, both here and
everywhere else, and. from their great readiness in'learning the use
of. tools, and well know:. aptnessand skill, there is no doubt they
would become excellent:tradesmen. . .
“ Before we left Burut Chorch.Point, the Tudians announced that .
they had. in Council -unanimously elected me their “ Wunjeet
Sagamow” ‘or Head Chief, and _also ‘elected as Chiefs Captain .
O’Halloran and Lieutenant Rolland, second.and third in rank,
-The men of the Micmac nation almost invariably wear the Erg-
lish . dress, without ornament, except on oceasions of - ceremony,
when mauy of them appear in very showy. garments of the fashion
‘formerly pécaliar'to their people..  The. females, on the coutrary,
invariably wedr the Indian dress, with a profusion of beads, rib- ..
bons, and silver or gilt. ornaments, of which they are very fond.
From Burnt- Cl.urch. Poiut we procceded up the coast in four
canoes, and-first visited the Tabusintae, No ludiang:reside near
this river in the sonamér season, although there is u very large Re.

serve, of which 1 shall speak hereafter. e T
" Alter examining this river and’ the- Indian Land,  we left for
received with much firin
we found 75 souls. .. Lo e o
~.The: piece of land " heretofore - granted for the . use of the Poke:
mouche Iudians, being-occupied, under the ‘circumstauces nien- .

g.and.great demonstrations of joy. . Here

cant Crown Laud, hastily cleared of trees and underwood for the .
océasion, A large wigwnm of birch-batk lud been erected for the
exclusive use of my friends and myself, aud we occupied it during
our stay, finding it very cofvenient and comfortable. - '

The Miemacs here subsist during the: sumnier season altoge-
ther by fishing and- fowling ; during the winter, they obtain em- "
ployment in :the woods as luwbeérmen. ‘They do not cultivate the:
soil, or’ live” in houses, hut' wander-about from place to place, in
pursuit of ganie, of which this pirt of-the ceast,/Leing very-thinly -
suttled, affords great abandancee and variety. e T T
" “Some of "the Micmaes -here speak a little broken French, but -
vory few-of them speak-any English, and from the” want of inter.
eourse with the white settlers, they are but little acquainted with

closely to the ancient habits, forms and ceremonies of. their fore:
fathers, than auy other of the Micmaes, and thiy gain® their sub-.
sistedice very nearly as theic ancestors did before the settlement of
the conntry, . . v T : I

Having examined tlis river, and-wmade. myself acquajuted with .

where we arrived on the ‘14th -September.  Captain' O’ Halloran

 pilot-hoat, to obtain medical relief, and.[ did not again see him;—
?ieutenantw Rolland and, wyselfleft on the morving of the 15th,
through a small strait: between: Pock=ondie Island and'the inain,

ment, and landed fo examine it. . We here found Pierre de

Powmeville, (better known as Pierre Chiche -or little Peter.). ™ .
‘The. land ,they occupy belongs” to_the ‘C;umnf;‘.’{’fc‘:'re'.ahd ‘his

entirely. from iniercourse with the rest of the tribe, they have, by
steady industry, rendered themsclves comparatively very cow-
fortable, =~ . ol o

_ They bave about ten acres of land cleared, which is under good. -
\fence, and appears -well cultivated. -This season they 'cut.about. -
four tous of hay, which was ueatly stacked; the pctatoe field looked
well, and the prodace was estimated at 100 harrels. 1 noticed

‘| also, Tndian Corn, with cabbages and other vegetables, niore thau -

sufficient for the use of the family. . They own a Cow, two Heifers,
‘and some Pigs, and have built o snug little house, to be‘occupied .
this“winter, . The exertious of this industrious family deserve par. -

' ticolar notice, : as .affording: an “excellent, example to ‘the other

o

of this vniversal feeling -to attract them to, and fix them at any .} 4

rsou to superintetid them and teach them in @ -

Pokemouche, where we arrived ou the 10th September, and were: = ..

tioned in part. second, he’ Ludians received.us on a piece of va. -~

the manners. and. customs of civilized . dife. . They adbere. more . -

all inatters connected with the Tndian lmids,we left for Shippegan,” -

being very unwell, proceeded from this place: to. Bathurst, jn

in the canoes, to ‘proceed-up the Day- of Chalevr. In rwunping .~ '

called “the Narrow Pass,” we observed a stmll Iudian -Settle- .

family_settled on it about ten years since, and withdrawing almost -



