
ti In vfew of the frequent occurrence of inflani-
mation of the lungs aniong the patienits, the question
of Ille disease being 'infections ' or < epideniilo'
pncumtiotnîa early suggested itscl1f. T1his is adisease
apt to arise uindcr insanitary circunistances, stich as
overcrowdinig, deicient vevitilation, and other Ily-
gienic errors ipt to induce infections (liseases in
general. And no doubt in this Sclîool the sanitary
conditions, cspecially witli regard to air space, as
indicated botu by the Governmient lInsîector andl
lDr. Russell, are defective; and pneumonia, not, how-
ever, as an epidenîic, lias been a frequent visitant
iii recent years. But il miust be borne iii nind
that out of the 66 cases comprised iii the epideniic
oily, 16 liad decided pneumionia. Other 8 wvere
doubtful cases (sorne of tleie v'ery doubltfuil, the
temperature being the oniy suggestive fact), but
the majorîty of the patients presented no traces of
pneumniria at ail. No doubt in. niany of these the
discase %vas of short duration and unattended b)'
high fever, but the general syniptomns otherwvise
w'ere sucli as to reveal clearly a close otiological
affinity, if flot absolute identity, w'ith the more
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same poisoni, a1though in sonie, owing probably to aniong %vhich %vas Lceffler's bacillus. On, '»ledceeper
persoiial idiosyncrasy aidecl by fa-vorable atmos- layers of the mucous mnembrane: 'ere streptococculs
phieric conditions, it issueci iii pneunionia. or staphylococcus and the short bacillus, flot Lcef-

'4It is to be remiarkcd also thiat the clinical fea, fler's ; b), inoculation wvîtl the short bjacillus in the
tures of the pneumonic cases do flot strengthen the mlucous memibrane of the larynx of rabbits, a true
idea of the disease being ' epidenlile' pneumionia miembrane w'as fornied. It wvas renîarked by Ranke
arising from insanitary surroundings. Thiere ivas as noticeable that in Munich wherc typhoir' lias al-
no prodronial stage ; the local lesion reve.aled itself miost disappeared through the great sanitary re-
early ; the disease ivas unassociated with typhoid fornis wyhich have been introduceci within recent
plhenoniena ; terminatcd in crisis, in every instance, years, the diminution of diphtheria is relativelY
within a week ; the cotw,,alescence being rapid, and very littie. Further, Ranke affirmed that in every
the restoration of thr hing speedy and complete. instance, close exaniination revealed a case of diph-
In no instance did death occur. Sncb are not the theria in the saine relation to every case of mieni-
characters of the infective type of l)neunionia ; and branous croup. He further remarked that in treat-
indeed, apart from their epideniic association, any ment of tracheotoniy lie prevented sloughing by
of the cases mighit have been selected as exhibiting lodoforni, and used. only as an inhalation, warer
rnost of the typical characters of acute pnieumnonia vapour.
as it occurs sporadically.

"It is impossible wvith our present liglit to dog- Specific Gravity of the Urine.
miatise regardinig the exact nature or genesis of the D)r. Chas. \V. i'urdy arrives ait the folloving

dies.The question as to whether it mighit flot conclusions:
be an anomnalous manifestation of enterie or typhus i. That ail structural diseases of the kidneys
fever wvas. suggested, but nothing transpired to en- caus a decrease in the quantity of .salts excreted
c cmuage such -an idea. The circunistances pointed in the urine. 2. That if measured by the nor-

* clèàÉly,. ofedour-se, to a local origin of the disease, mal quantity of urine, fifty ounces, the specific
anditis oiattr or odethnt it told w ith sucli gi.-tvity of the urine is decre'ised by ail structural
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scverity amiong boys of 1cî- constitutional vgu
living under unwholesonîe ciruitiwlces."

Diplhtheria: Its Specific Origin.

On the clisusion whicli followed a paper by R.
WV. Parker, ?v.R. C. '1., East Londonî H ospita-l for
Chiidren, o1 ', Moot Points iii the Surgical Tirent-
nient of I)ilph thieîia," D r. Ranke, Micih, referred
to the researches of his colleague D)r. Rudoipli
En1nerich, wlio had cxanîined bacteriologically, not
only diplitheritic membranes from the liv'ing, btîn
also the differeîit organs of children whlo liac died,
ininmediately aftex thecir death. I-le always founid a.
coml)ination of infection. 0f seven cases exanined.
immnediately aft.er deaiti, he fou nd, 1, Kochi's niîethocl,
n five cases, a î'ery short bacillus always coin-
bineci %'ith streptococcus or staphylococcus pyo-

genes are's. lie short bacilli were found not only
in the mucous nienibranes of the la-rnx, the tra.
chea, aîd the îroîîcli, but alsoin, tue piieuniionicinfil-
trations, wlierever sncb occurred. A fev Lies they
were found. iii bl6od taken froni the head. 1-1 is-
tologically lie founnd upon the nibrane and iii its


