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:S-OSI_IE I-I-J‘ETI"OLD S l‘ORlE&T (SI?—'I-UE LATE MM. Delerot, howove;,—:leclnrcn that when, | his sojourn in the East, on a groat varioty of
WAR. . | &'short timo alterwards, the clock was ex- {subjeats. Ilo wrote, too, a description in

amined tho pendu'um was missing, and be | groat detail of the supposed sito of Lroy,

Loudon, Saturday, May 2, 1874,

The Prussian correspondent of the Times
spoke & few duys ngo of certain mysterious

letters addrossed to the Ewperor William
dunng his uninvited presence at Vorsaillas,
which having beon discovered after his
Majesty’s departure, at the Prefecture
whera hoostabhshel his head quarters,iave
since boen publired, Specimens of the let
tors which tho King received from all parts
of France, are, in fact, contained in M. De
lorot's roceatly issued Qccupation de Verse
ailles, which scoms {0 me the most intorest-
ing and most complote work on any one
subjoct, or portion of a subject,hitherto pro-
duced in connection with tho Franco-Ger:
man war. ‘The Emperor Willinm, resembl-
. ing in that respect the late Duka of Well-
ington, is, it appears,in tho habit of reading
and anuotating all his letters, and it is said
that otiquetto alono prevents him from an-
sworing them with his own hand. 'This he
could not havoe dono in the case of the afore
said epistles from correspondents in France,
who naturally did not sign their names. But
he read and made marginal notes upon all
that scemed desorving of special attention.
In one, from Strasbourg after the surrender
ho is addressed as ¢ Sire bombardeur !
Another commences in English, * Old
rascal ' After which tho writer takes
rojuga in French—a language quite as rich
in insulting expressions as our own. A
third 15 subscrived, ** Un francais qui ne
Uaime pas,” against which the Emperor has
written, ** [lmesemble !° Among the mul.

titudo of curious facts Lrought forward,]

often for tho first time, in this interesting
book, I will mention two—one reluting to
Prince Brusmarck, the other to tho war cun-
tributions, «evied systematically and on su
large a scale.

Prince Bismark is aaturally not & stealer
of clocks, but ho was ~xeeedingly anxious
to obtain pnssession, b fuir means, of the
clock which had marked the hours while
Thiers and himself sat beforo it discussing
tho terms of tho Treaty of Versailles. Lean:
ing over the dial of this ornamental time*

igce which had so fascinated the great dip.
omatist, and which reminded him of the
crowning triumph of his life, was a figure of
the devil, the sight of which had, it appears,
irvitated Thiers beyond bearing, causing
him to cry out, from timo to time, * A2, cc
diable ! ce, maudit diable!” Bismark, had
ho been a vain man, might perbaps havo
taken theso exclamations as address
ed to himsell. In any case thoy
interested him, and it was hoe himself who
told tho story to the proprietoress of the
house in which ho had taken up his quarters.
Ho at the same time offered her any amount
tor tho clock—tho infernal machine, as
Thiors considered it—which had struck the
hour in which France formally succumbed
to Germany. But tho patriotic lady would
not do bussiuess with tho archrenemy of her
country on any terms. Bismayk, to tho last
moment,begged that tho magic clock might
be ceded to him, and when ho went away
left his address that it might, if possible, be
scnt after him.  Then two of lus aides de
camp appeared, and prayed to be allowed
to purchaso the clock that they njight ofter
it to their chicf, who had set his hexrl upon
it. ‘They wero prepared to pay exotbitantly
for it, not, they suid, & mulhon fr.ncs, but
snything within reason or even considerably
boyoud. Butno; the clock was not for sale.

suggested that tho enterprising aides do
camp must have detached it, sud earried it
off to presont it to Bismark at Berlin,

Now, as to tho contributions and an in-
gonious mennns employed for lovying them,
1 know that tho invading army was accom*
panted by ecivil ofticials of all kinds, and
ovon journalists, whose duly it was to esta:
blish newspapersin the occupied towns, but
until I found tho fact sot forth in M. Deler:
ot's book, I was not aware that thoe conquer
ors brought with them professional money:
lendors. These obliging gentlemen, with
their usunl affubility, offered to talko bills
from the various municipalities, and in re.
turn to advance them enough money to
euablo them to pry whatover contributions
might be domanded from thom. Nancy in
a moment of weakness gave her acceptance,
tho usurer attached to the German nrmies
declaring. no doubt, that he would not
press for payment, that the bill could be
rencwed at maturity, and so on. Versailles,
however, lield out the Mayor protesting that
it was cnough for the town to pay away all
the ready money it possessed without mort-
gaging its future. The official bill-dis*
counter pretended to represent “a syndi:
cato of German bankers,'' but he doubt:
less drow his mouoy from the military
chest.

One can see that M. Delerot has had con®
stintly toswallow his rago in carrying out
his determination lo present, as much as
possible, facts without comments; and the
result Lis a work in which the nuthor could
not show himself iimparlial, but in which
he bas, in a certain mensure, striven
to be impsartial, and has, in a cert-
tain measure, attained bis aim. He las
nothing but praise to give the Crown
Prince of Prussia, and ho speaks well of the
uflicers of the Irince’s staff, and of the staff
of the King, or * general staffof the entire
army,’? whom ho was sstontehed to find re
tiving at every available moment to the
Lublic Iabrary of Verseilles, where they
showed themselves indefatigablo students.
Molike used also to frequent the libarary,
but not for purposes of study. Ile went
thero to forget his anxieties, ¢*to refresh his
mind,” as M. Delerot puts it, with the
masterly prose of George Sand.”” M Delerot
perhaps does not know, but certainly would
not b astonished to hear, that Count Von
Moltke is, in a literary point of view, one of
the most cultivated men of the present day.
ITo told Colonel Stoffel, when he was in
Paris with the King, during the Exhibition
of 1867, that though headmitted he ought
to be the Inst man to complair of sucha
thing—his Majesty occupied himself too
excliusively with the army ; “ and I amnot
sorry,” he added, * that hio has now an op-
portunity of seeing in the magnificenco of
Paris that without neglecting his arnny, a
sovereign may interest himself iu otlier ele
ments of greatness,”

If Moltke had died ten yeags ago hie would
never have been known as & soldier, oxcept.
indeed to some few students of eastern
affiirs, who wiglht have remembered his
being beaten at the head of an Egyptain
army by an army of Turks, Buthe did not,
when he was in Egypt, ** occupy blimself
exclusively with tho army.” He also
studied “*other eletuents of greatness ;' and
besides the letters on Xgypt which Lord
Daff Gardon has partly repraduced under
the improssion that they were tho work of 1
‘“a Prussian officer lntely deceased,”
Moltke is known {o have made notes during

whero, Iliad in hand, o demounstrates #s a
soldior and a military engineor that tho
Troy of tho ten-yoars’ sicge did, in fact,
stand,  Moltke's paper cn the remnining
trnces of the siego of Troy (for that is what
itamounts to) hus been published in Eng-
lish. Not so a very characleristio letter from
Moltko to a German poot who had admine
istered to him largoe, though, all things con:
siclered, not oxcessive, doses of praiseina
poem on tho subject of the new Germmn
Lwmpire. *The poet,” he wroto to Oscnr
Von Redwitz, in thanking him for his book,
“must be prodigal, 1le distributes with full
hand diamonds and pearls, tho stars of
hoaven and the flowers of the earth, and in
the samoway he lavishes praise. ‘This is the
+¢nse in which I take it, whon your poem
lilkens mo to the great men of tho past,
For thoso men were great in misfortune,
and then cspecially 8o, whereas wo havo
mot with nothing but success. Now, call
that chance. luck, destiny, or the will of
God- men afone do not produce it ;and
such gigantic results are essentially the out.
come of circumstances which we can neither
crente nor control. The excellent but un-
fortunate Popa lardrian had these words
inscribed on his tomb : ¢ What a difterence
does the epoch make in which the activity
even of thoe best man is cast!® Often
tho greatest work may be wrecked by
the same iuvincible force of circumstances
whicii bears tho loast great along. If, not
from any vain or false modesty, I am obliged
to look upon a good purt ot the praise you
bestow upon me as undeserved, I am not
the less grateful for it, for vorses like yours
are indeed more lasting than moynuments of
brass and marble.”

The Berlin correspondent of ‘he London
Times savs of the letters referred to above:
* 1lis majosty’s remarke are certuinly very
interosting, and deserves to bere-printed at
length. But equally worthy of note is what
tho emperor said when ho beard of their
publication. Upon the subject being men-
tened in his presence the other dsy, the
emperor, who is very methodical and order.
lg, and the lxst man in the world to loave
important letters behind him, began to
laugh, and said, ¢ So they have found them
at last. 1 left them on purpose, becauso 1
thought “they bhnd better remain in the
country which originated them.’ The let.
ters are allin Frencb,and mostly came from
Franch towns, though some were posted in
Englad,Uolland, ltaly and other countries.
Many are anonymous, and not a fow aro
lustrated by unflattering caricatures.”

Madrid, 29th,—Despatckes were received
by the Government this morning that Mar-
shal Concha was killed yesterday in an ats
tack by the Republican troops upon tuo
Carlist entrenchment at Muro, three kilo
weters from Estolla. When the National
forces learned of the «deafh of their come
mander they returned to Lheir formor yvai-
tions without disorder, Jeavi~z no o, 1y
in the hands of the cuemy. The comam. |
of tho Republican army will now vet ken
by General Sobala, President of the C o

cil.

War in the Eist.—A despateh to the Pl
Mall Guzelle from St. Yetorsburg, says
alarming rumors prevail in that city te
specting tho situation of afiairs in Contral
Asia. 1t is reported that the Amorof I wshe
gor has seized the Russian envey and, fearing
war in consequence of the act, has coucca
trated 10,000 troops on the fiontier,




