
BRITISH COLUMBIAN DEER.

The followingy letter froin Mr. J. A. Teit of Spence's Bridge,
B. C. is of interest both to the naturalist and the sportsman. Mr.
Teit bias lived in British Columbia for i, ycars, is a careful
observer and bias hiad abundant opportunity for studying the
animais of that province :-"'There are three or four varieties of
WVestern Deer knixown to me wvhich are distinguishable chiefly by
tlieir tails. 'Now~ here in the interior there is:

ist. A deer of large size, one of the Iargest, if flot the
largest, variety wve have. Some of t'ae oId bucks have very
large and thick horns, probably their horns grow to a larger size
and are thicker than those of any other variety wve have. he
face is gecrally slighitly concave althoucxh wvith somne the reverse
is the case. At the same season of the year there are two
shades of color to be observcd among7st themn; some are more
grcyish others more browvnishi. Their tait is -white czil az-rtiicd
fr-om t/he ivol donta the tz)' which is black. They are the
commonest deer throughiout the North Western portion of
the ««Dry Dlt " (the Thompson, Bonaparte, Chilcoten, &c-)
and are also vcry common in the Similkameen, the Okanagan,
and in some parts of Kootenay- Somne people cali them
Mule Dcer. Others cali themn Black-tail and some cal]lthemn
American Deer.

2?nd. A dcer almost the samne as the first and equal or nearly
equal in size. Color of the body thc same and ears just as long.
The under part and the sides of the tail are white from the root
dowvn to the tip, whichi is blach. The back or ozîter Part of the
fai is of the saine co/or as thce body, and this stripe is contimitozîs
fromn thc body until i/joins thec blazck tip. XXith some of themn
this stripe on the back of the tail is z-erj' nazarrow (about haif an
inch or less in width.) These deer are flot so comnmon ini the Dry
Ddlt as the first variety but -are found along with themn ini most
places. They are found on the Thompson, Bonaparte and
Fraser rivers.as far down as the canyon or even below,alzo around
Lillooet and probably in most parts of the interior.where the:first


