BRITISH OIL INTERESTS BUY TITLE
- T0 CAUCASUS OIL FIELDS

Remarksble Political-Commercial Which Speculates
on the Downfall of Bolshevik Power in Russia
Within Ten Years.

A despatch from Paris says:—The, Considerable secrecy surrounds the
Shell and Royal Dutch oil interests| deal. But it is learned it is of such
are reported on good authority to have| magnitude that lawyers who handléd
concluded a rather remarkable poli-|the deal here got & commission of
tical-commenrcial bargain which | several million francs. The payments
amounts to betting that the Bolshevik | made by Shell and Royal Dutch are
regime in Russia will fall within ten|said to run into many millions of
years. | franes, gold.

Under this arrangement, which, it|" A number of Russians owning pro-
is understood, was consummated in|perty in the Grosnyi fields are refu-
Paris, the British oll-'interests have gees in Paris and aré engaged direct;
bought from Russiams who held tilleI ly in the negotiations, it is-satd:

|
|

to the property under the Czar's re- It is & common report in Russian
gime the rights to oil from the|colonies here that a number of Rux-i
Grosnyi district in the Caucasus. The| sians recntly have had much money|
bagis of the agreement is a payment; to spend—men who didn’t
now of from. five to ten per cent. of | rauch a short time ago. l
the estimated value of the production| Negotiations are said to be under
from those fields in return for which| way by both British and French oil|
British interests are assured the ex-| interests to make a similar arrange-|
clusive control of all production of | ment for the control of oil in
that district. | Baku district. This district is now|h
There is a time limit of 10 years under doubtful control, being held
to the agreement—in other words, if by Soviet of Azerbai
at the end of 10 years the old owners jan, wi
are unable to regain their property appears at this time do
the deal is off. Naturally, if the Bol-!line from Baku to Bat
sheviks fall this year and are replac-, Black Sea ,built by the (
ed by a regime which recognizes the ernment, through
old property rights, the British inter-|and Geo territory
ests may get the oil quickly }richest oil district of the
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HUGE BILL FOR |
DAMAGE TO ART |

Reparations Committee Makes |
Appraisal of Havoc Wrought
by Germany.

Paris, Feb. 14.—The
Committee has nearly
determination of the
by Germany to works
their occupation of Bel
Northern France and will
bill of about 900,000,000
May first, ordar
treaty of Ver 3

In Rheims alone k Y nt »
to 150,000,000 francs, ar 1t ' «
de-Calais, including
000. ‘The destruction
department of the
nt 300,000,000 francs,
Heuse-Department with the .
and episcopal palace at V Royal Winter Fair Ready Next Fall
damage Is estimated at 42,000,000. | (. F. Bailey, General Manager of the

Among the art treasures that have| Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, To-|
disappeared, been damaged or com-|ronto, who told the Swine Breeders

la

Reparations
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plétely ruined-are the famous tapes | gathered at Toronto that he n-q,wtx"l.GERMANS PREPARE

try of the Deluge, which disappeared | the instit n to be ready by Dec
from the Museum at Lille; Le Duo and ber
LeRetour- De La Campagne by Wat-
tedu, which yanished from Fere,
and, the Susanne of Lucas t
and the Christ of Von Thulden 1 numbeét
were destroyed at Maubeuge.
Although the Germans ren

the best pleces from Lille,

WIRELESS SERVICE BETWEEN LONDON
AND PEKING SOON ACCOMPLISHED FACT

Chinese Government Establishing Great Radio Stations,
Making a Stride Forward in the Opening Up of China
and Affording Unlimited Scope for British Enter-
prise and Trade in the Far East.

despatch from Londor It
soon be possible to send a wire- P
Ugernment
station has
in the Prov
from Peking
are already in
is also in touch
Hankow and messag
eéd from the long distance stations in
America.

wother similar

hed & thousand miles farther on,
at Urumachi, and, all being well, it
will be in operation in about three
months’ time. Subsequently the t
minal statlon of the series wi
erected at Kashgar. [

Thus a stride forward is

made in the opening up of China.
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Urga,
00 miles
places
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less
owing to efforts being made by
Chinese Government, according to
Henry Barnes, the Shanghai corres

pondent of ‘The Daily Mail.

There is a fine spirit of enterprise
and & touch of romance in what is
being donme. A chain of wireless sta-
tions is being established which will
link Peking, the seat of the central
Govérnment, with Kashgar, 3,000
miles away, in Chinese Turkestan, he|
says, Kashgar will then be within
reach of the wireless stations in India|
and so with countries farther afield.

The wireless chain may be said to|
follow the line of a great trade route!
which was anclent before the Romans | Modern methods of communication
landed th Britain. For thousands of | will assuredly be extended in other
years this track has been a highway|directions. It is permissible to hope/
from the uplands of Central Asia into| that railways will be developed onf
China, and has been trodden by couni-{ a big scale in the near future, and|
less races and tribes of men both inltherein lies unlimited scope for Brit-
peace and in war. ’hh enterprise and the advancement

The scheme, which is boldly plan-|of British trade relations with the
ned, is being carried out by thel 400,000,000 of inhabitants of China.
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Committee of Industrial Lead- b¢ rem

'British Railways Claim

being lows: £90,000,000 for arrears in
maintenance ;
abnormal
20,000,000 for the replacement

companies
laims, but that the committee
is of the opinion that no others
will be admissible.
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of 1,500,000 Soldier Dead
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Huge Sum for War ..

A despateh from London says

~The British Government may | Dusting iMlore Effective
have
l'claims as a result of its control
of the railroads during the war, |
i according to estimates submit-
Ited on Friday by a Government
committee
the situation.

to. pay £150,000,000 in Thun Spraying Trce'

A despatch from Boston says:
—Dusting trees iz better than
spraying them as a preventative |
of pests, the Massachusetts |
| Fruit Growers’ Association was |
told-by F. H. Dudley, State Hor- |
N ticulturalist for Maine. Dusting |
for ' has been proven by tests in|
ar, and | Maine to be quicker and more ef-
| fective than sprawing, he said.
tores. 3 | A crew can dust 300 trees in
It is- understood the railway | fifty-four minutes. The material
may make other| used is arsenate of lead, sulphur
and tobacco dust. Cost will de-
pend on the proportions of the
mixture.

which investigated

The claims are-divided as fol-

£40,000,000
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DOMINION HOUSE - |,
FORMALLY OPENED
Pre-War Ceremonial in Beauti-
ful New Senate Chamber.

Ottawa, Feb. 14.—Pre-war brilli-
ancy and fashionable display marked
the formal opening to-day of the fifta
session of Canada's thirteenth Parlia-
ment. The attendance at both Houses
was large and throngs waited the
rival of his Excellency the Govern
General in the buildings and without
on Parliament Hill. The formnal open-
ing was in the beautiful new Senata
Chamber, which is not large enough

uch an asse ly as the opening
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icourt; James Rich-
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SNOWDRIFTS 20 FEET

HIGH IN NFLD. ‘; t
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King George Refuses
'Chase to Prince

London says:
has refused

allow " the
in the

‘:l |‘[" n
oval Tamily
to
to

The R
to 1ve consent
Prince of Wales

Grand Military se fin
April. Vhen he in Aus-
tralia e Prince was presented
with the' magnificent steeple-
chase mount, Kincaid. He de-
sired to ride in the classic test
of gentlemen riders
George vetoed it.

ride
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Weekly Market Report

roronto
No. 1

Northern,

Mani Northern,
$1.895:: No
3 Northerr
$1.74%
Manitoba oa
No. 3 CW, 44%
443c; No. 1 feed

wheat
)

oba
1.86% ;

$1

yve in store, F

wheat

At abe
Ontario
poir

{ No

winter
whe

Malting, 80
ghts outside
io four—Winter
prompt shipment, straight
seaboard, $8.50,
Peas—No $1.50 to $1.60, outside
Manitoba flour—Track Toronto:
First patents, $10.70; second patents
$10.20
Buckwheat
Ry g

No. 2

nominal;

90 to 9be
No
to $1.56
Millfeed-—Carlots, deliverced, Toron
to freights, bags included: Bran, per
ton, $40, firm; shorts, per ton, $38;
white middlings, $41; feed flour
SK| w laid, cartor
new laid, 59 to 61¢. Butter, creamery
prints, 56 to 50¢; fresh-made, 59 to
B1c; bakers’, 38 to 45¢c. Oleomargarin:, |
best grade, 29 to 3 Cheese, new, |
large, 31 to 81%c; twins, 31% Lo 32¢;
old, large, 32 to 33«
Maple Syrup, one-gal. tins, $3.50
Honey, extracted—White clover, in
60-30-1b. tins, per lb., 23 to 24c¢; do,
10-1b. tins, per lb., 24 to 25c; Ontario
No. 1, white clover, in 2%-5-1b. tins
per Ib,, 256 to 26¢ |
Charning cream—Toronto creamer-
ies are quoting for churning cream,
60c per 1b. fat, f.ob. Lhipping points, |
nominal.

Smoked meats—Rolls, 30 to 83c;

| 64,

, 290 1o 81 y
$0.50; pring $10.50 to

good to choice, $15 to
$7.5 I , fed ¢

eep, $
watered, $
cars, $15.25
$14.25:
$14

Montreal

Oats, No. 2 CW, 68¢;

Flour, Man. ‘\.1"”'1'-5 wheat pat-
ents, firsts, $10.70. Rolled oats, bag
90 lbs., $3.30. Bran, $40.25. Shorts,
$38.256. Hay, No. 2, per ton, car lots
$26 to $27

Checse, finest easterns; 27 to 27

i creamery, 66 to
Eggs, fresh, 60 to 62c. Potatoes, per
bag, car lots, §1 to $1.10,

Good veal, $13 to $15; med., $10 fo!
$13; grass $6. Lambs, med. quality,!
$12; sheep, $6. Hogs, selects, off-car|
weights, $16.50; sows, $12.50
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REGLAR FELLERS—By Gene Bymes
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A despatch from Ottawa says:—
The Department of the Interior made
public on Friday the regulations gov-
crning the disposal of oil and natural
gas in the Northwest Perritories,
These supersede all previous regula-
tions and are retroactive in effect, The
regulations provide that an applicant
may be granted a prospecting permit
for four square miles instead of thres
square miles as formerly. If oi! 1s
discovered the lessee will be allowed
to take out a 2l1-year lease for an
area ot one square m\I(‘, Oor an area
greater than one-quar
prospecting permit. The
three-quarters will ren
ment ion. A prospec
take out more than five permibs
with an. aggregate area not excced-
ing 0 acres

The new regulations are
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St. John's Uses Tank
to Level Snow Drifts
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Louvre Trarsformed
Into a Fort

Paris, Feb. 13.—As a result of
numerous robberies of art treasures
récently the Louvre has been trans-
formed into a fort, Steel shutters
have been placed at all the windows
and Liigh voltage wires with the ctr-
rent turned on have ben swung befors
the entrances and exits nightly,

An army of watchmen armed with
shotguns and revolverg are on duty.

In caso of attampted robbery an
air-raid siren on the roof will be
sounded, alarming the whole city.

Mrs. Rogers, M.P.P.,
Seconded Reply to Speech
teh from Winnipeg says:—
th Rogers, the first woman to
be elected a meémber of the Mauitokq
Legislature, sevonded the reply to the
Speech from the ore in the Pro.
vineial House, B. August (Duff-

erin) moved the addvess in reply to
the Speech from the Throne,

A des
Mrs,




