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before it. What the President was proposing was action which might mean U.S.
intervention, but which would not be collective action as a result of any collective
decision. This would mean that the U.S. would take the action and would expect
other countries later to support and sanction it. I felt that this was the wrong way to
proceed, even though I realized that the time element was so important. I wondered
also whether the President in the use of the above words regarding air support real-
ized the full implications of what he was saying.

I also questioned with Mr. Wrong the wording of the paragraph which dealt with
Formosa. What, in fact, was proposed was that Formosa should become a U.S.
protectorate, even though the U.S. would continue to recognize the Chiang Kai-
Shek occupation regime as the Government of China. This seemed all the more
anomalous, in view of the fact that the text of the President’s statement ordered the
Chinese Government in Formosa to cease all sea and air operations against the
Chinese mainland, adding that the Seventh Fleet would see that this order was car-
ried out.

I emphasized to Mr. Wrong that while I personally was unhappy about this state-
ment of the President, nevertheless, it was the responsibility of the U.S. Govern-
ment. However, if other countries were being invited to associate themselves with
it, even through such a meeting as the one which he was about to attend, then we
certainly had the right to bring our doubts to the notice of the U.S. Government.

Later, Mr. Wrong phoned to say that he had passed on the substance of my
observations, which were in accordance with his own views, to George Kennan,
who was impressed by them and thought that the text should be modified accord-
ingly, and possibly not issued until later in the day.

I saw you about this matter at 11.30 and as agreed had a preliminary and infor-
mal word with Mr. Drew? about the developments outlined above. I told Mr. Drew
that after we had heard from Mr. Wrong again you might wish to consult with him
and the other Leaders. Mr. Drew expressed satisfaction at my message and my pre-
liminary observations, and said that he would be glad to discuss the matter further
with you in the afternoon, if developments made that desirable.*

* George Drew, député progressiste-conservateur de Carleton et chef de 1’Opposition.
George Drew, Progressive Conservative M.P. (Carleton) and Leader of the Opposition.
4 La deuxiéme moitié de cette note est imprimée sous le titre de document 31.
The second half of this memorandum is printed as Document 31.



