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THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH | flicting, have been far from reassuring. It.

ts fssued every Wednesday and Saturday by I8 noteworthy that the distinguished pa-
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ADVERTISING RATES

Ordipary commercial advertiementis tuklnos
the run of the paper, each insertion, $1.

His letter follows here:

| “My dear Vince:—1 am sorry to ask my
| friends in Birmingham once more to ex-
“cuse my presence at the annual meeting
of the grand committee of the Birming
Midlv}l:l:.“ L Wk W ek . ham, _Handsworth, and Astcn Liberal
e ce; 2 :m::“_!d ‘r’m_ T awebtion. Eemonnst Association. 1 was privil.ged to
Notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths, > present at the founding of the aseoci-
2% cents for each insertion. ation, and its success and progress since
! then has been one of the great satisfac-

|
works. and we all report: for orders on' But Col Sam says these persons who say
Monday morning. The superintendent | the Ross is unsafe are lisrs and slanderers

says, ‘A is to ecll goods this month; B/ 14 i truth is mot in them. Could Col. tthe President of the United States, how-

is to sweep the streets this: month; C, 7 ;
must lay. brick in a sewer; D will have to: Sam shoulder all the guns in the country,

wash bottles; E will ;go to the mines i could he be appointed to do this country’s
and so on. Plainly, some work is very ! drilling and fighting single-_handed, his
hard, . sténchful, unpleasint. = Well, eup-|ggection for the Ross would be of a

,osing the individual does not like his . | :
“h i e e b s wiliy. Bg & G LT
and protests against ite stint, criticising\mmtiame“ refuse to be persuaded that

the social regime, as would certainly be | the national arm is safe and refuse to uee

o S e L

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
gent by Mail to any address in Canada at
Sent by mail to any
address in United States at Two Dollars 8
All subscriptions must be paild in ad-

IMPORTANT NOTICE

All remittances must be sent by post office
order or registered letter. and a
The Telegraph Publishing Company.
be addressed to the
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St. Johm.
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The following agent i8 authorized . to can-
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Wm. Somerville !:! lby modern indifference.—Yours very
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LOUIS NAPOLEON CASAULT
When Kipling’s bluff, gelf-made Sir

.anthony Gloster came to slip his cable .
he had only qéom for the great fa.milyi
vault which pride born of unnccnstomed’
wealth had caused him to build at Wok-

ing, and he elected to be buried at sea.'

|
Sir Anthony’s notion of our modern funer-;

al and graveyard pomp would have de-;
manded harsh and picturesque hngunge%
to espress. The way in which we overdo
our funerals is recalled by the will of!
Sir Louis Napoleon Casault, formerly;i
Chief Justice of the Superior Court of !
Quebec, who died the other day at eighty-i
six. In his will he “provides that his:
funeral -service ehall be as simple as thati
of the humblest and poorest man, lnd‘
shall consist of only a libera, that only ehei
smallest bill be totalled, that his coffin .
b: made of -pine painted black, and t,lw'i
‘hearse be that furnished the poorest men,
driven by one horse, and that only &ix
candles shall be placed around the bier.”%

Simple, but ’twill eerve. “Sir L. N.z
Casault,” says the Montreal Gazetts, “waﬂ;l
a man above the ordinary in intellectual |
force and breadth of mind. His request
is in keeping with what many others:
of his class have said and
grea.ier a man is the less may he think of
the pomp and circumstance which it has'
become the custom to indilge in when a
body is restored to the earth from which

shows that the ‘

# came.”

The Witness, too, finds a text in the Ca-
««Oh, why should the spirit
of mortal be proud,’ in the solemn and
levelling presence of death? It would be
‘inhuman not to mourn broken -ties, how-]
ever strong the faith in better conditions |
and early reunion. There is often the
grieve when the loss is

sault will:

greater cause to
less, over wrecked or wasted lives. But
it is not the largest love that expends it-
self on outward display. When we can
regard death as a stage upon a forward
journey into the region of light and love,
we can lay away the case, the worn-out
‘tenement, of our beloved, simply, rever-
ently, and sadly, it may be, but with
hope, musing with the poet—How won-
derful is death, Death and his brother
sleep!” In that spirit, we_shall forbid all
pomp Wwhen we are laid away and g°
down into the grave, as did ‘Everyman,’
stripped of all the vanities of this world.
The example set by the late Sir L. N.
.Cmult in leaving instructions for a most
simple funeral should greatly encourage
universal simplicity.”

So it should. But will it? Will the
pomp and expemse which are the fashion
be modified?. The mourners, one critic
of funerals has said, seek to “make up
for” their failure to do more for the de-
parted while he was still alive and able
to appreciate kindnesa and the good
things of the earth. That is, when he or
she was alive no flowers were. heaped upon
them, no great fuss was made about
them, no one sought particularly to make
life worth living. But when death came
along new fountains of affection and un-
derstanding were opened—to no good pur-
pose so far ae the dear departed is con-
cerned. “Simple and seemly” is the rule|
dead Casault left for others. He had
thought it over, at four ecore and six, and
his advice is good. “Let us ba sensible
and honest about it,” said Casault. And
that would be better.
wome;x of the stage killed themselves last
week because they were in want. All
sorts of folk, women principally, bought'|
wreaths for the funeral, the cost of which

In a big city two

would have given tha/ needy women

enough to buy food and clothing and
fresh hope.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN WRITES

Writing on May 5, from Cannes, where"|
he is recuperating, to the chairman of |
the Birmingham Liberal Unionist Associa-
tion, Hon. Joseph Chamberlain touched |
upon two matters of interest throughout
the Empire—his own health and his esti-
mate of the progress tariff reform is mak-

ing. Recent press reports concerning the

' tions of my life.

my_ doctors are still eanguine that I s“al
be a credit to them this time, but the
| comp'ete recovery is very ¢low, and I have
1 need of all my
friends are making full amends for mY: the appointed task.”
idressed to absence. :
. even astonished at the progress made. I

i taken a firm hold of the peop'e. They see

_that it is only in this way that we can ‘ i
i keep our position against foreign competi-' Jic gpeeches on the streets, the socialistic | manufactured in this eountry wilhout de-!

“For myself, 1 am getting better, and

on ‘Collectivism,” who has worked out a

patience. Meanwhile, my plan to compel the laborers to stick by

and I have been pleased and. :
This plan is as follows:
am convinced that tarifi reform has now' «1 The Government must have arms 10
prevent an uprising of the workers.

9. Lest discontented -workers make pub-

and the; will not allow what our

tors,
f won for us to be filched from

overnment must have ‘thi e :
forefathers g a e power to sup

press all public meetings. .

. 3. For a like reason the liberty of the
',p;inting press would have to be suspend-
[

Mr. Jesse Collings, on whose motion Mr.: ‘ Ali v bl b T Gl
Chamberlain ‘was re-elected rresident of work forn;::;ﬂi(:: semc:’ge e preec. &

the association, said he had reason to be- | th; i;xperinterident l:hin:i'thi' : fair wage.
] . / . 5. Any worker who, jout permission
lieve their leader would e>me back to_Dre-' from the socialistic government, leaves the
side over their ¢ouncils. . The association foun;x:y fgrhmom ﬂl{l? three dmg:ths is to

. ose ! as a ol tripped
sent Mr. Chamberlain a message assuring . .- _— v
him of the'r unflagging devotion to Union-

J. CHAMBERLAIN.”

of his property.

- i fBay,” said Dr. Hillis, “these are the ex-
ism and tariff reform. A resolut'on Was gaet conditions imposed by overseers of
adopted in which the organization “ex- slaves in cotton plantations in the South.

pressed its satis‘action at the evidence af-  “l. The slave owners had the right of
s ., arms against an uprising of the blacks.
forded by recent elections of the rapid "oy oot the slaves stir up rebellion, the

advance in popular favor of the prlndpies’ right of public meeting was denied.
e I . i I rights in connection with the
of Unionism and tariff reform; uunkedvp rinting press or statement of grievances

the leaders of the Unionist party for their | were forbidden to slaves.
resistance to the ill-advisei = and “njmi wfthﬁ::,y p‘::;’im‘;}:f lo‘::" hitshe J&‘;;ﬁ::
legislation attempted by the present gov- the plantation, was peeled of his clothes,
ernment, and declared its deteérmination 1 :i'itnhe;.ertain other penalties not here men-
to work for the election of a payli:menti «What.” he asked, “are these emact-
pledged to maintain the integrity of the ments for the enthronement of Stk
kingdom and the Empire, to reform ehel save a return to industrial elavery? Onee
ficcal system, and to make adequate pro-
vision for national and Imperial defence.”

It is heartening to the party Mr. Cham-
berlain inspired to know that he is gain-|
ing ground in his courageous battle to re-|
cover the health he shattered during his Let me ask you to consider ca refully these
great and stirring effort to impress his principles, to ponder long these new
fiscal views upon the country. He, i pore of eocial reconstruction, and to be
turn, must be immensely cheered by the' :

i i sure of your premises before you plan a
evidence he sees from cay to day that the 0 \ouoiution. Personally, I believe in
geed he has sowed fell on g.ood ground and . neither selfish individualism, nor State
that an abundant harvest is only & matter socislism. Belioving in the indivi al

of time. No other man of our time could lI ownership of property, I can e T

have put so much driving force il.lto the in municipal schools, a municipal post of
policy of tariff reform and Imperial pre- s z
| fice, a municipal government, municipal
ference as Mr. Chamberlsin did. It is, L i
1 | water, light, heat, and also a government-
perhape, too much to expect that he will' al control that will safeguard ys against
be able personally to lex.ad the' forces t°. the waste of forests, mines and solls. What
victory; b.ut at least hm'admu-ers ho%)efwﬁ peed is the spirit of good will. The
that he will be l.p(i'e!' in ‘the muncxlu,‘co!mic%'y.m pute the sun. in the centre,
of the party until the tariff reformers makes the earth love itself, in o R
bava cirried the coumtry. harvest cities, but makes the earth love
the other planets in order to harmony and
movement. The ideal social systém en-
thrones the laws of God, emphasizes that
individualism that makes the most of
itaelf, and fraternalism, that serves one's
fellows, and obeys the laws of mature and
of God. And little by little society is
gaining. We may all look forward with
proving roads. He tells of a trial of this| . gdence to the success of a programme
drag recently on some roads in the parish | ¢ha¢ the fraternalists, who root their lives
of St. Marys, York county. For the past|in individualism, are working for. Believe
week or two the road superintendent and | in yourself, depend upon yourself and
hie associates have been using one of thes: ‘ educate yourself. And when you read
rough-and-ready appliances upon the high-i a motto like this stamped upen the title
way between St. Mary’s Ferry and Nash- | page of a great book on secialism, tear it
waakeis, and “a remarkable j.mpzovemn(;l out and stamp on it—‘Socialism is not free-
in the road surface has resulted. Th-’e!dom to work, but freedom from work.’
drag was coustructed in an hour or two ai| Work is the rod that strikes the rock of
a ocost merely nominal, and is easily op-!,poverty and causes it to gush forth
érated by a man and a pair of horses. The | streams of prosperity. The individualism
whole scheme is simple, cheap and eﬁec-; that makes the most of itseli, joined with

more the extremes have met. It is quite
plain that industrial libefty is impossible
under the socialistic regime.”

Looking ahead Dr. Hillis said:

“My survey is scarcely half completed.

FOR GOOD ROADS
Mr. T. B. Kidner, whose interest in the
progress and well-being of New Bruns-
wickers is constant and valuable, writes a
suggestive letter to the Fredericton Glean-
er about the “splitlog drag,” a .simplc
cheap, easily constructed device for im-

tive and is well worth the attention ocgtho fraternalism that loves its fellows, are
ol who age intefested in this mest inv|like two palm trees waving amid a uni-
portant question of good roads in cmr1 versal desert.”
rural districts.” !

Mr. Kidner has a word to say about G THE ROSS RIFLE AND THE PEOPLE
economic importance of good roads to thef It is a matter for regrot that the peo-
farmer, a word often repeated, which, ple of this country. who pey for the Ross
had it been taken tc heart years ago, | rifle and who have been grossly deceived

would bave put money in the pocket of in regard to it, will not be able to bury

l.og ding” s "ed for smoothing end ehap'| and finality which our good neighbor
ing roads while they are muddy. It &S]y gup oxhibits in addressing the subject
the rute and holes, and gives the road b| i bidding it farewell. Having glanced
crown which causes it to ehed the Wael.p iy o4 the recent debate in the Com-
‘As pearly all New Bru.nswwks oount.ry mons, the Bun joins other governmeng or-
roads are made of material on which eh\slg.m in heiling Col. Sam Hughes as &

the |
i e l.ldvmmg:;:ng’ M: | shining sutherity on rifles, and says that
;Y(o;k sty f“fp: :ment. dm o ad‘ since he approves of the Ross, the last
iduer is proof of the soundness of his ac- : s
Sk i would that o 1 akers‘wor«l on the subject has been ssid. One
had not thought this question so suddenly

ought to give the drag a trial in ever}'; (o 3
county. He adds that in the United | sud mdily. sifted and settled; ‘but s
States, Ontario and the Annipolis Valley | Bun after calling Col. Bam to testify, says

the drag has been employed with marked bht};:ly: deboitar . a
& - - “This definitely settles the
eucoess. In this province the roads, OWing | 5o 5 political issue. The only effect of

to prolonged neglect and much bad weath- I the reckless attempt to make party capi-
. A 1~tal out of a matter in which the nation’s
er, demand a great deal of intelligent and | Lcoiy g o intimately eoclcerned Hie beon

conscientious work. Mr. Kidner's sugges- | ;o split the Cons}t:rvative party'r;nd great-
; i . e L ily to discredit the agitators. e sooner
tion, if adopted, might simplify the task ' ¢} cighteen remaining participants in the
now confronting the roadmakers. plot realize this and make effort to cover

_ | their retreat the better it will be for

: " | them and their party.”

. ]F"‘f,"c" “"“Csrg,c'l“-'s“ A aplit, or two of that boet in the Con-
“ i '?m'. - _s ' . m&. . I.mg“e’lservativo party is no great matter, and
_teaCheﬂ qloglcul princies. w.h!c i p“: no sorrow over it should e€erve to divert
into practice. would ‘TOt l”t_ s-xx mor;:ll‘le. ! the critic’s attention from the main issue,
Rev. Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, of ym'}Which is public first and political there-

outh church, Brooklyn, in a recent sermon after and incidentally.

Ross riflg

It may be the

p'rop.erty wen? whelly s t‘actxcable. Con-‘; man behind it an eye he would not com-
tinuing he said: . | plain, provided he were told Col. Sfam
But what about personal liberty and | Hughes eaid the rifle was the best in the

opportunity for young men, undér the =
regime of socialism? Suppose the Cabi net: world. Col Sam te the contrary notwith-

has beécome a board of trade, and the | standing,
city is a vast industvl machine and the strongly

the soldier’'s prejudice
toward a gun which gets rid of

statesman’'s health, while somewhat con-

alderman is a superinbendent of public! the projectile by way of ite muzzle end.

kY

in return for what'

every farmer in the province. The “'pli"'ithe Ross rifle issue with the same lpeedk

| the case. How can the new socialistic or-| it, Col. Sam’s opinloﬁ is ifiterssting rather
der get the work done? The best volume ' 41 ojusble. He is in' the. position of |

cn the sabject is that of M. Deslini b i )

e’ DICTeS, | 41 e eolitary juror who mid of the other naval.and military appropriations. And.
| eleven that they were stubborn beyond
.any he had ever encountered. Col Su.m;

| Hughes’ opinion, even if it be bonest, is

no good substitute for a rifle upon which‘,
- our eoldiers can depend and which can be!
| pending, as Ross does, upon Connecticut |
 factories thit would be closed to us as
i soon as we had serious ued for weapons.
| The debats in the House the other day
| served to make the country familiar with
i the principal facts in connection with this
! Ross rifle business. It js . kmown, for in-
stance, that the Ross company has made,
or is making, 62,000. rifies at $75 each, with
bayenets at $5.25 each, and various other
extras, bringing up the weapons when in-
spected to & cost of $38 each, or eome-
thing mear double the price paid for those
Lee Enfields bought frem the British War
Office twelve years ago. It is also known
| that the government made the contractor
a present of nineteen acres of land on the
Heights of Abrgham, and admits free of
duty all his material and such of finished
or pertly finished portions of the rifle as
he may choose to import; that he bnings
in from the States many parts, and that
he cduld not make a rifle in his shops if
foreign source of supply were closed to
him. It is further kpmown that the gov-
ernment has financed bis operations by
paying him in sdvance on progress esti-
mates. Lastly it is best known of all, be-
cause it is a matter of personal observa-
tion of the militia, that after geveral
years’ delivery of these rifles the militia
do not use them if they can help it. The
faarksmén at the rifie ranges do not use
them at all. The Mounted Police, who
absolutely require an effective weapon,
sent them back two or three yéars ago
and hes pever taken them again. A long
list of accidents has been reported as the
result of experiments with these rifles.
St.Jehnvnthomeofamnlotﬂleu
accidents, yet the minister of militia, in
his mad defence of the Ross deal, insults’
§t. John militiamen by intimating that
the report .of accidents here was a {ske to
¢over up the artillery’s failure to carry
out its rifie pncheou Ask a rifleman
whet he thinks when the breech-block of
his weapon blows open. He will probably
tell you -that Sir Fﬁd«‘lck ought to be
sentenced to spend the rest of his life—
which would not be prolonged in these
circumstances—in practising on Col. Sam
Hughes at five hundred. It would be
cruel to hitch the minister of militia to
the butt end of his favorite weapon, but
the experience would moderate his trans-
ports over its fine points.

The Ross rifle as & political issue is not
dead. But as a public issue, aside from
polities, it is & Yive issue and an ex-
ceedingly grave one. No wonder the Sun
sceks hastily to be nid of it. The coun-
try, however, must know mofe about the
rifle and the reasons for the extraordin-
ary contract. What the country knows
alveady is calculated to convince it that

|
|

tus had the “imperial fiscus” to dnw'
upon for the support of his armies, while
|
ever imperial his ideas, must come to
Congress for every dollar requirzd to keep;
his armies in existence. The moral of the
situation is evident. It is the duty of'
every citizen who cares to maintain a free
government rather than a mii'ary auto-
cracy to keep his eye on the Congressional
elections, and hit hard at every candidate.
who is bitten with the craze for large |

just now, when the dinnér pail of the av- |
erage voter is not quite xo full as usual, |
is an excellent time for effective work in.
that direction.”
Sree——
A CHANGE IN IMMIGRATICN

A change in the character of immigra-
tion so startling as to alarm American ob-
servers is noted by the U. 8. Immigratioa
Restriction Leagwe. Canada should have
such a league. But that by the way.
The change reférréd to is this, that whers-
as in 1887 twenty-two per cent of the total
number of immigrants were Germans, who
for the greater part moved into unde-
veloped -country and helped build it up,
few Germans come today. The number
of arrivals from Russia at that time was
but six per cent of the whole; ten per
ent came from Italy and mine per cent
from Austria-Hungary. But in 1807, but
three per cent of the immigrants were of
the sturdy German stock; twenty-four per
cent were from Italy; twenty-eight per
cent from Austria-Hungary; and twenty-
two .per cent were from Russia.

Prescott F. Hall, who has for many
years made a study of the immigration
question, and has published a volume up~n
that subject in the series of American
Public Problems, says of these figures:

“The falling off of immigration from
Germany almost to one tenth of what it
was twenty years ago is a subject for
genuine regret. The Germam immigrants
have been among thé most valuable thab
the United Btates has received. They
have done a great deal to build up the
north Central States, and have distin-
guished themeelves in every field of ac-
tivity.

““The ' reasons for this falling off are
various; such as the development of in-
dustrial life in Germany, and the diverting
of German immigration to South America,
where larger returns for investments and
gmterpoﬁﬁmpowarmommt)wm.
Withotit doubt, oné of the most impor-
tant reasons, however, is the dislike of
Germans tio; | sting with the lower
grades” of Slavic and southb-Italian labor,
which has come to America in such large
pumbers in the last twenty years, displac-
ing German workingmen in the Pennsyl-
vania coal mines and in many of the in-
dustries in which factory labor ja em-
ployed. This reason is indeed given by
many of the Germans themselves; and th?
story of this supplenting of German labor
is immediately written home by those al-
ready here, and this prevents the immi-
gration of many who would otherwise
come.”

The Immigration Restriction League has
done good work in directing attention to
caréless and criminal practices in comnec-
tion with the immigration laws of the
United States. The league has been a sort
of vigilance committee, eeeking to protect
the country from “the scum of Europe.”
From this time forward Canada must de-
vote more and more attention to the
haraeter of the eettlers she imports, and
ehe should learn from the unfortunate ex-
periences of her big neighbor. Quite re-
eently in Ontario a public official com-
plained that an astonishing percentage of
the immigrants entering that provinee
were soon admitted to insane asylums.

the whole matter should be inv tigated
by an independent commission  with
po‘wwt.oprobeevan‘brmchofthesnb-

vice Commiseion, however, it is safe to
say the government will take no more
chances with commissions. :

| RODSEVELT AND AUGUSTUS

! Wall street and ‘“the interests” do not
wish to see Mr. Roosevelt in the Whiul

House for another term, and they cannot |
;b- very enthusiastic about having Mr.
%Bry;n there, for while the Nebraskan has
: become sobered by the fasting and caution
%of f)mlonged candidacy, he is at heart a

| radical, and the bulk of the support he
\‘will command is of the same kidney. The
tallk is of Mr. Taft as Mr. Roosevelt’s
heir-apparent, but while he teéms to be
| pretty eure of the Republican nomination
‘thore crops out frem time to time some
sign of uneasiness lest
stampede to Roosevelt and compel the
latter to accept the third term he pl:dged
himeeli not to seek. Thus we find the
New York KEvening Post sounding again
| the warning that Mr. Roosevelt is of an
jmperial temperament and that, given the
chance, he might don the purple. Says
the Post:

“The one thing that changed the Ro-
man Republic into a monarehy with so
very little alteration in the mere out-
ward form, was the effective grasp of

the convention

argued that the Socialist theories about | o, v opinion that if a Ross rifle cost the | Augustue upon the army and navy. Giv-

ien an army and a navy eommensurate
| with tha ambitions of & Roosevelt, and
"’the power of the American Congress and
ipec;ple would be as hollow a fiction as

runs| that of the Semate and people under Au-

jeet to the bottam. After the Civil Ser |

The pni have swallowed up many
mere; and the eountry supports both.

VERY COLD STORAGE

In an evil moment the Hon. Sydney

Fisher wrote a letter. He says a careless
phrase elipped into it. Unfortunately the

phrase he now describes as ‘loose” re-

ferred to his friend and colleague, Bir
Frederick Borden, and the latter’s intehl
est in a cold storage promotion, or com-*

!

pany, of which New Brunswick has heard |

much and to which it has contributed |
more money than it likes to think u,bout.ll
Mr. F. E| Williams, of this city, wrote
to Hon. Mr. Fisher to make application
for a cold storage subsidy, and the Minis- |
tér of Agriculture replied, intimating thatl;
the subsidy would go te a eompany in;
which the Minister of Militia was inter-
ested. The virtuous rage of Sir Frederick
at being thus officially aesociated with a
subsidy hunt must be imagined.

Hon. Mr. Fisher, in discussing the mat-
ter yesterday, when Mr. Foster brought
up the chill but seasonable subject of cold
storage, explained that when he said Sir
Frederick was “interested” he did not
employ the word in the narrow and com-
mercial eense, but meant to convey the
intelligence that Bir Frederick’s benign
interest in all matters of public welfare
and progress embraced cold storage also.
It is a pretty story, and no doubt Mr.
Fisher told it with becoming gravity. Sir
Frederick, too, may be disposed to ap-
plaud his eolleague’s interpretation of a
phrase which the public might be inclined

gustus and his successars. But there is
one essential difference, so far. Augus-

to view as, let us eay, awkward.

REFRIGERATORS

We have just opened up a first-class lot which we offer at
reasonable prices. These run from $7.15 to $42.00. All are
well made and are highly finished with walls insulated by the
best known matdrials for that purpose. The best have pro-
vision chambers lined with white enamel.

See them while the stock is complete.

W. H. Thorne @ Co., Ltd.

Market Square,

evitably to another. Keeping Hon. Mr.
Fisher’s or carelessly
phrased letter in mind, let us come down

loosely “worded,

to the time of the recent change of gov-
ernment in New Brunswick. The Robin
son government, by an order-in-council of
which the mere taxpayers ;\eard no whis-
per, agreed to give the New Brunswick
Cold Storage Company an additional mark
of esteem by guaranteeing an additional
$30,000 worth of its bonds At that time the
Robinson government designed to succeed
itself in the esteem of the people whose
credit it was pledging. The people had
other plans, and these matured on March
3, when the government was routed at
the polls. The cold storage company’s re-
lations, with the old govetnment had
been cordial in the extreme, but a new
king had AM, and it was quite possible
that hé might not know Joseph. Also,
he might be inquisitive as to orders
in-ocouncil and have constitutional
scruples.

While things were at this pass, Sir
Frederick Borden csma to 8t. John and
called upon Hon. Mr. Hazen. He casu-
ally referred to the $30,000 guarantee, of
which Mr. Hazen up to that time had
pever heard, and it is reported that he
suggested the desirability of the govern-
ment’s “seeing” the . old government’s
thirty and ‘“raising it” ten thousand. 8ir
Frederick's son-in-law is one of the offi-
cers of the company. How is 8ir Frede.
rick’s presence here on that accasion to
be interpreted? Does it square with Hon.
Mr. Pisher’s theory that the Minister of
Militia’s interest in cold storage was
general and patriotic and not confined to
a particular project whose success was
personally desired by him for the ordinary
reasons?

The theory of subventions is that all
applicants shall have equal opportunity to
share the public money thus given to pro-
mote enterprises of publie benefit. How

does that theory work out in this case?
Wae the opportunity of Mr. F. E. Wil
liams equal to that ‘of the men who had
the energetic support of a cabinet minis-
ter? Possibly so, but the average citizen
would as soon fire off a Ross rifle as be-
lieve it.

AT OTTAWA

The opposition Wednesday kept its pro-
mise to continue holaing up supply at
Ottawa until such time as Sir Wilirid
gives a binding pledge to omit the ob-
noxious clauses of the election bill The
political world expected the deadlock to
continue, but it was unprepared for the
ultimatum served upon the premier by
the Manitoba Free Press, the organ of
Mr. Sifton, former Minister of the In-
terior, whose exit from the cabinet is a
well remembered if mot wholly pleasant
incident. Mr. Sifton, who hurriedly went
te Ottawa to make up Sir Wilrid's mind
for him, seems not to have succeeded by
persuasion. The article in the Free Press,
charging the premier with weakness in a
party crisis, will be interpreted as show-
ing Mr. Sifton’s determination to try
compulsion where persuasion failed.

But the premier may well fear to yield
to Mr. Sifton. Sir Wilfrid must know
that the sentiment of the country is
against the contentious clauses of the
measure by which the Manitoba group,
whose spokesman Mr. Sifton is, desires
to extend the grip of the Federal Liberal
machine to the electoral lists of Manitoba
and British Codumbia. The premier
would not have receded at all from the
position Mr. Aylesworth took, would not
have hesitated at all, had not his political
sense warned him that an attempt to
fasten this injustice upon the provinces
by the sheer weight of his majority would
very materially increase the wave of dis-
trust which has swept over the country
because of the Civil Service Commission's
report and the other graft revelations of
the session. Mr. Sifton seeks machine
control of the West by hook or by crook,
and besides, he has Brother in-law Burr-
ows to look after. He is the ruthless
politicitin in a hurry, and he commands
Sir Wilfrid to jam the thing through and
have done with it. Sir Wilfrid, however,
knows that even if he succeeded in jam-
ming it through the real trouble would
then begin. For the election bill is loaded
and it is thought of the recoil that gives
§ir Wilfrid pause. Mr. Sifton’s threat
in the Free Press introduces new compli-
cations. The Prime Minister cannot ac-
cept  dictation from his ex-minister now
without doing it in the eyes of the whole
country and so publishing his humilia-
tion. \

Again, while the machine newspapers
urge the application of closure, the coun-
try has been governed for forty years
without recourse to that device, and the
excuse now offered for introducing it is
not of “the heroic character necessary to
excuss so signal a departure from the
Canadian plan of government. The Prime
Minister, when he admitted that the
Aylesworth  bill  required substantial
amendment in essential particulars, went

But one cold storage chapter leads in-

on record as admitting also that amend-

ot ]ohn; N. B.

ment, and not closure, is the legitimate
cure for the present situation. Closure
cannot be applied, anyway, without a
variation of the rules which would be
resisted quite as vigorously as the pro-
posal to vote supply or to pass the Ayles-
worth bill, and the fight ovar it could be
prolonged practically indefinitely.
The Toronto World explan: low it ""’l‘
possible for the Conmservatives to preven
the government from doing any more bus
ness under the present rules unless S
Wilfrid gives the required pledge ‘o
amend the Aylesworth bill. It says:

“The Canadian Parliament is. the only
Assembly now of its class that has rules
that favor such proceedings. In England
they have the closure which forces 'an
issue to a vote, and the Government by
means  of the rules are in a position to
limit the discussion on the estimates v
two or three short debates. They ecan
jam all the estimates through in an hour
if they wish to, and they often do. In
the House at Washington the rules are
also very setrict, and it is only at times
that a matter can be delayed, and then
only for a short time. The Governmen’
at Ottawa is placed absolutely at the
mercy of the Opposition in eo far as put-
ting supplies through is concerned. If
the Government cared to come on with
their other measures they could fight

.| everyone through, as each man would be

hmmed to one speech on the main' mo-
tion. Even this, however, would be tire-
eome; in committee of supply there is no
limit to the obstruction that the Opposi-
tion can. develop.” . ; : s
‘_‘Fur'.hermore, there is another peculiar
thing that when the Opposition is carry-
ing on tactics of this kind they do not
have to maintain a quorum. Their one
object is to get an adjournment, and,
therefore, they need only keep two or
three men in the House to do the talking
for the time being, while the Government
side must keep at least twenty men in the
House to hold the quorum. Otherwiss
the House would adjourn automatically
on the attention of the chairman being
cailed to the fact that less than twenty
men are in the chamber. When a holdup
is underway the strange spectacle is Wwit-
nessed of three men taking turn about in
speaking on anything, and twenty weary
men sitting silently or sleeping in their
_presemnce. e Opposition at Ottawa have
the advantage of another rule made five
years ago, namely, that the House must
rise at 6 p.m. on Wednesday. So that if
the Opposition decide to obstruct on Mr
day afternoon they have only to keep t
obetruction -going for 51 hours when tl
reach the autematic adjournment on W
nesday at the dinner hour; dnd when th
go at it again on Thursday afternodn it .
only 57 hours to Saturday midnight, when
the House has always risen as a matier
of fact.” .

Government - journals abuse the opposi:
tion members for ebstruction, but the oui
ery is meant to divert attention from the
injustice of the bill which the Westerny
Liberals desire to have forced through.
The business of an opposition is to oppose.
The government can go on voting suppiy
just so soon as it removes the objection
able sections from the Aylesworth bi’
Until it does that Mr. Bordem and )
followers will serve the country best
sticking to their guns.

NOTE AND COMMENT
The situation at Ottawa becomes inter-
esting again. Sir Wilfred must choose
battle or retreat.

* * *

Chief Justice Mulock, of COntario, in
sentencing an Italian to death in Hamil-
ton last week, dwelt foreibly upon the
necessity of having a law to lessen the
evil of carrying weapons and sugzested
that every person coming into Canada be
presented with a brief syno, eis of the law
against carrying weapons and have it im-
pressed upon them. In these days when
Canada is receiving so many immigrants
from Southern Europe the go.ernment
would do well to adopt Justice Mulock’s
suggestion.

* * . it

Mr. E. M. Macdonald, M.r., of Pictoy,
addressed the Canadian Club of Boston ou
' Monday might. He gave a true and glow-
ing account of the Dominion’s resources.
Of our future he said: !

«“We have become self-reliant. Wam
don’t look southward for trade favars,
reciprocity or anything of that kind.
(Applause.) 8 2

“There is no talk of annexation n{&a-
days. Occasionally on antedeluvian maga-
zine~ writer who knows nothing of the
feelings of the people over there evolves
from his head some theory ae to the feel-
ings of the Canadian people, but in four-
teen years in politics I have not seen any
such feeling, nor any feeling for independ-
ence, my f{riend, Judge Longley, to the
contrary, notwithstanding. 1 don’t call
him an antedeluvian magazine writer, but
I don’t think a gentleman who may be
supposed to have been giving his time“to
law subjects is so likely to be in touth
with the people as a politician.

l “We haven’t the feelings that have
| been bred here by civil war, and critics
cometimes think because Canadians arent
velling with their hats off all the time
| that they aren’t patriotic. This isn’t’ go.

“We want to live in peace with our
1brethren to the south. We wish you
[ could be a little less selfish in trade; but
{if you can’t that’s your misfortune, mot
j our fault. We have more resources than
| you; we are self-contained and preparel
to work out our future along our own
lines.” j

'

|
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