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Believing That by so Doing
Punishment. 3 :

sported from Their Homes and Led to Virtual Captivity
or Slavery in the Camps of Turks, or Held Captives in
Turkish Harems in Asia Minor—With the Signing of
the Armistice the Women Were Turned Into the Streets

the Turks Could Escape

jow York, May 81.—Stories told by
tian women and girls of Armen-
vho wers deported from their
88, led to virtual captivity or slav-
in the camps of the Turks, Circas-
dand Arabs or held captives in
ur ) ish harems in Asia Minor have
hgen veceived here by the American
mmittee for Armenian and Syrian
lief. The statement issued by the
bmmittee says that the women whose
rratives are made public were re-
ased by their masters Or rescued
Allied troops.
“After the signing of the armistice,”
s the Committee’'s statement,
many of the Turks, believing that by
doing they could escape punish-
ent, turned the women—many of

blegrams to the Committee have re-
orted that numbers of these women
country
razed by starvation and exposure. As
ast as possible they are being gather-

erg and placed in homes established
for their care. A late telegram said
that fifteen such homes have been es-
tablished in Asia Minor.”

Stories of these Armenian victims
of Turkish atrocity were ohtained by
Dr. Loyal L. Wirt, member of an ex-
pedition sent to Turkey by the Com-
mittee. " They are taken down as 1e-
lated by Dr. W, A. Kennedy, Field Di-
rector of the Lord May's Relief Fund
of London. After taking them down,
Dr. Kennedy assured Dr. Wirt, he per-
scnally reread the affidavits to the
narrators and they signed them in his
presence.

Together theso tales constitute one
of the tragic chapters of the war.
They were not isolated cases but in
some instances the experiences of as
many as 5,000 refugees who had been
driven from their homes and forced
on journeys of hundreds of miles from
fertile Armenia into the borders of. the
Syrian desert. On the way hundreds
at a time were separated and mass-
acred often in the most diabolilcal
way.

Hundreds of girls were torn from
the other members of their family and
taken none knows where by the Turks,
Kurds or Circassians. Scores were
compelled to live in captivity naked
for months and suffering from sunblis-
ters and beatings. Armenian girls
wlp escaped death were bartered like
cattle. Adter their fathers or relatives
had vainly paid rangom for them.
Some saw their fathers or friends mur-
dered. In the tents of the Arabs in
the Syrian desert many were bound
and foreibly taftooed on the forehead,
lips and chin to mark them as Moslem
women,

Generally, the stories indicate that
the captives were moved sometimes in
large groups from Armenia southward
toward the ‘degert of Syriai The stor-
fos told by at legst thrée Armenian
Ctristian girls al with the move-
ment of one of these groups consist-
ing of 2,000 families or 5,000 persons.
One story of this awful journey into
the desert was told by Takouhi Gueze-
kuchukian, a girl of eighteen who with
her father, mother, -four sisters and
a brother was deported from Hadj¥n,
in Adana province, in May, 1915. They
were moved southward to Aleppo and
thence further on toward the Syrian
desert until the party numbered about
2,000 families. At Sivaria, she sald,
they were told that on payment of
5,600 Turkish liras they would be

allowed to return.

“The refugees said they could not
give this amount,” the Arménian girl
told Dr. Kennedy, ‘“Then the Circas-
siang of the tribe of Chechens who
had control of them separated out

1,100 of the poorer families and took

them away. The same evening some

of these people returned and said they
l.ad escaped and that four hours after

kill them with ironstudded ciubs, The
romaining families ralsed 1,600 d

and sent a deputation of fifty-two men
With it to buy their security.
amount was refused and the men were
beaten and sent back,
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“They raised an additional 500 liras
and took 2,000 Turkish pounds in gold
to the Circassian Beys who took the
money and tried to force them to
sign a paper saying the Armenians
Lad paid no money to them. The de-
putation refused to do this and the
fifty-two men were bound and taken
away."”

A few days later, according to tlse
gitFs story, the refmaining families
were deported from Sivaria and after
cight days arrived at Shedadieh, on
the river Harbour east of Deir-Es-
Zor.
“On the way,” the girl's story went
on, “150 men were separated and tak-
en away and soon after the Circas-
siuns returned and divided among
themselves some of the clothing which
she recognized as belonging to some
of the men which they had taken
avay, The next day 300 more men
were taken away and killed.” As the
refugees resumed their journey on the
fallowing morning she saw the bodies

of some of the men she knew. They
had been clubbed to death.
“A few days after this,” reads the

narrative, “thcy were told that for
safety each family of women and chil-
dren was to go to the house of an
Arab, The Arabs robbed them and
stripped them of their clothing and
sent them back to the Circassians who
commenced at once to kill them with
knives, women and children, about 150
in all, Twenty-two boys and 11 girls
were saved and taken to the temts of
the Circassians and she was taken
with her sister to the village of Ger-
beller where she was beaten because
she did not give them gold they be-
lieved she had.”
After having been kept a while by
a Circassian she and her sister were
sent ‘to another Chechen and then to
the house of another Circassian in She-
grush. She is now in the orphanage
at Aleppo and her sister is in an Ar-
menian house in Nusebin.

Other incidents evidently dealing
with this terrible journey of the Ar-
menians to Shedadieh were related
te Dr. Kennedy by Araxa Barutjian, a
girl of seventeen who was a pupil in
the American girl's' school at Ada-
PRazaar, in the western portion of Asia
Minor near Constantinople. She spoke
English. “At Shedadieh,” the narra.
tive says, “she saw a party of 300
men, women and children all naked.
It was in July and their backs had
been blistered by the sun and many
of them had bruises all over their
limbs and bodies and sores caused by
the beatipgs they had received. - Dur-
ing the heat of the day they would lie
covered in the water as the pain i
the sun was unbearable.

“Before she arrived at Shedadier,
two of her brothers died at Bab and
her father at another place. As the
Arabs were taking only unmarried
girls from among the refugees, her
mother told them she was married. At
Shedadieh her mother was sold to one
Arab and she to another and the girl
lived in his house for a year.

“She ran_away and an Arab girl
took her into a tent where she stayed
for eighteen months when she again
ran away and finally reached Nuse-
bin.” This journey from Ada Bazaar
across Asia Minor to Deir-Es-Lor occu-
pled a year and a half, according to
the story told by amother girl of sev-
enteen years, Arpeneh Der Harutun-
ian, daughter of a teacher in a high
gchool at Bardizag, a bright intelligent
girl whose family was known to Dr.
Kennedy. Reporting her story of the
journey Dr. Kennedy wrote:

“Her grandfather was killed before

they left, the Checkens had begun to

her eyes and she was between 200 and

groups of tem, arm to arm. Bhe saw|g
nouncement from the government is
expected very soon.
scheme involves the introduction o1
large herds of relndcer into the far
noith of Canada.and the domestica-
tion and development of large herds of
musk ox.
nish & milk and meat supply, and in
addition, the musk ox will furnish a
high grade quality of wool.
derstood the governweat has about
decided to undertake the development
on a large scale of both these amlk
mals on Melville Island

300 men shot and cut down by the
sword.

at the same place women and chil-
dren killed with iron-studded clubs or
knives. The bodies were afterwards
soaked with paraffine and set on fire.
This was done by Chechen Circas.
sians on the side of & hill near She-
dadieh.
“About 100 young Amenian men
who dressed as girls were discovered
and put to death by the Chechens. One
of these was flayed alive and thrown
into the river Habour.
“After this the Circassians would
not allow them to get food and two
weeks later they were sent to Sivaria.
Mariam Gumushjian-bribed the Chech-
ens not to send them further into the
desert. Arpeneh was taken to the tent
of an Arab and kept for eight months
when she sscaped with the assistance
of her youmger brother. During her
stay, Arpeneh moved from place to
place as the Arabs changed the tents
for better pasturage for their camels.
She was firmly bound and held to
the ground by Turkish soldiers while
her face was being tattooed. The
family was united afterward with the
exception of the father who -disap-
peared at Deir-Es-Zor.”
e o e et

MILBURN’S

LAXA-LIVER
PILLS.

Act as a stimulant to the sluggish
liver, clean the furred tongue, sweet-
en the foul, obnoxious breath, and
clear away all the poisonous accum-
ulations from the system by causing
the bowels to move regularly and
naturaly every day, thus preventing
as well as curing constipation, sick
headaches, bilious headaches, water
brash, heartburn, and all diseases
arlsing from a lazy, slow or torpid
liver.
They are purely vegetable, small
and easy to take, and there is noth-
fng of the griping, weakening and
sickening effects of the old fashioned
purgatives.
Mrs. John Kadey, Chipman, N. B,
writes:—*“I have been using Milburn's
Laxa-Liver Pills for some time and
can recommend them to anyone suf-
fering from heartburn and liver
trouble. 1 tried other remedies, but
they only relieved me for a short
time. 1 always recommend Laxa-
Liver Pills to all sufferers, as I think
they are a valuable remedy.”
,When you go to your dealer and
ask for Laxa-Liver Pills, sea that you
get the genuine “Milburn’s.” Price
25¢. a vial at all dealers or mailed
direct on receipt of price by The T.
Milburn Co., Limited, Toronto, Ont.

ASQUITH RAPS
LORD FRENCH

Says His Plans, Before Kit-
chener Visited France,
Would Have Been a Blow
to That Nation.

London, June 3.—Herbert M. As-
quith, who was Premier at the out-
break of the war, replying in a speech,
today, to criticism made by Viscount

French, the first commander of the
Pritish forces in France, in a book
ccncerning the government in  the
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early days of the war, said that, prior
Im the visit to France of Earl Kitch-
ener, the intended movements of
|Lord French had filled the cabinet
1\\1[11 consternation. The movements,
the former Premier said, would have
had, in the judgment of the cabinet,
the effect of leaving the French army
{in the lurch in the moment of supreme
need. This consternation, Mr. As-
quith dclared, was shared by the
French government.:

| YAQUI INDIANS
‘ CAUSE WORRY

State Dept. Washington
Requests Mexican Authori-
ties to Send Troops to the
Yaqui Valley to Protect
Lives.

i

at

Washington, June 3—Reports of
disturbed conditions in the Yaqui Val-
ley in Sonora, have caused the State
Department through the American
embassy in the city of Mexico to re-
quest the Mexican authorities to sta-
tion a sufficient number of troops in
that section of the country to safe-
guard American lives and property.

FRANCE RIDDEN

Over 500,000, of Whom 200,-
000 Are in the Metal
| Trades, Are on Strike. * -

{  Paris, June 3—

Gov't Considers Scheme for

ernment is giving serious considera-| !
tion to a echeme outiined by Vilhal
mur Stefanssen, the famous explorer,
for converting the Arctic and sub-Arc-
tic regions of Canada into a vast wood,
milk and meat producing country. t

@athering of
and House of Commous on this ques.
These men were bound 1n}tion and so keen has been the in-

greatly surprised when Mr. Stefansson

BY STRIKERS|

i There are at present
| 500,000 persons on strike in France,
according to an estimate by the news-
Of thege 200,000 are

Growing of Reindeer and
Musk Ox Herds.

Ottawa, May 26.—The Canadian gov-

Mr. tSefansson recently addressed a | I
members of the Senate

erest aroused that a favorable an.

The Stefansson

Both these animals will fur-

It is un-

Food for Animals All Year.
The members of botii Houses were

told them that climatic conditions in
the Far North were such that bothl
summer and winter there was an
abundance of nutritious food for graz
ing animals,
Mr. Stefansson recalled that about
twenty years ago the United Btates
government introduced 1,280 domestic
reindeer into arctic Alaska. The sole
aim in doing this was to give the Eskl-
mo a possibility of cconomic inde-
pendence. Few expected the enter-
prise to succeed, but under Eskimo
care these animals have increased at
the rate of doubling every three years,
and, the few animals in the hands of
white men are found to double every
two years, due o better care.
When the American government
gave reindeer to the Eskimo, explain-
ed Mr. Stefansson, each Hskimo was
made to promise he never would sell
a female reindeer to @ white man, the
object of the government being to
promote the economic welfare of the
Eskimo. But it was found necessary
to get several dozen Laplanders to in-
struct the BEskimo in the care of the
deer, and these Laplanders were ale
towed to own relndeer herds. The
Laplanders recently have gold prac-
tically all thelr ceindeer to Amerl-
can capitalists, who now owa about
fifteen thousand deer. This company
last year sold on the American mar-
ket fifteen hundred carcasses of rein-
deer meat at a price ranging from five
cents to fifteen ceats a pound in ex-
cess of the current prices for corre-
sponding cuts of domestic beef.

Offers Great Food Source.

As an illustration of development
possibilities Mr. Stefamsson said than
the 150,000 square miles of grasing
lands in Alaska weré§-espable of sus-
taining seven million réjndeer, produc-
ing about as much meat annually as
fourteen million sheep, or several
times the present muttonm production
of all the settled portion of Canada.
But as compared with Alaska, Lanada
has about two million: square miles
of territory entirely suitable for rein-
deer grazing. One of the many mis-
conception about the North, said Mr
Stefansson, was that vegetation con
sisted of nothing but = mosses and
lichens. *I have spent tem years north
of the Arctic circle,” said he, “on the
mainland of Alaska, on the mainland
of Canada, and in most of the Can-
adian islands, and in all places visited
by me grasses are more abundant
than mosses or lichens.” This fact
led Mr. Stefanson to believe that
while reindeer were impostant in fu.
ture development, the domestication
of the musk ox would be even more
important.
To begin with, this is the oniy ani-
mal of importance of which Canadians

) ¢
B. WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 1919,
SEES PROHIBITION

Grape Growers' Counsel Says

when the Sheppard’
ing the United States'bone dry shall

Bell, attorney for the California Grape
Protection Assoclation aufd directing
the referendum fight against prohibi-

voked in 11 s_lutﬂ"."_ says Bell,

tion of the Federal amendment which
cannot now take effgct umtli iwo of
these states have approved it”

in California, Washington, New Mexi
oo, Colorado,
Missouri, Ohilo, Arkansas,
and Maine, thus reducing the number
of states where the action of ratifica

~ IN'THE DIM VISTA

Day is Far off When it Will
be Effective, . -

San Francisco, June 2~The day
amendment mak-

ake effect is regarded by Theodore A.

ion, as so indefinite it eannot be fixed
n the vista of coming events.
“The referendum having been in

‘uperates as a Suspension of ratifica

“The referendum has been invoked

Nebraska,
Michigan

Oklahoma,

tion by the legislatures is final to 34,
or two less than the number required
tu put the amendment into effect.
“Untli elections have been held in
these states and at least two of them
have voted for ratification there can
be no valid ratification. of the 18t
amendment The ounly ene of th )
11 #tates in which an etection will be
held this year is Ohio, and she will
uidoubtedly rejeet the . amemdment
The next state to vote will be Mafee
in September, 1920. We conflde:
expect to carry that state.

“I¢t we carry the referemdum elec-
tion in either Ohio or Maine that
means that the question cannot be
settled before the gereral election of
November, 1920,
“Should the Prohibitionists succeed
in winning two of the wreferéndum
states at the gemeral election, tie
drry amendment would go into effect
some time in November, 1921, pro-
viding no further steps are, taken to
dofeat it; it being provided that the
amen¢ment shall not take effect unil
one year after ratification.
“There would then remain the lagal

tly

questions to be determined by the
courts, such as the point that the
Tenth Amendment specifically re-

serves to the states the police powers,
and that no amendment stripping the
states of these powers can be adopted
while a single state dissents. Three
states have refused to ratify—New
Jersey, Delaware and Rhode Island.”
Bell says the country is only just
beginning to appreciate the sigkifi
cance of the movement to compel a
popular vote on National Prohibition
in the states. He refuses to comment
upon what may happen to the general
subject matter of Prohibition while
the elections and legal proceedin
ara pending, but the wise men of Cali-
forria entertain the belief that the up-
shot will be that a measure will be
presented making effective sugges
tions of President Wilson for the last
six months of this year and saving
wines and beer.
N the meantime,” Bell says, "it
will be interesting to listen to thosge
who have been prating . about the
voice of the people continue their
ranting against the right of the pub
lic to vote on a proposition of strip-
ping the states of the fundamental
rights, reserved to them by the ex-
press terms of the Federal Constitus
tion.”
B s
musk -: weighs about three times as
much a: our domestic sheep. nas 2
coat of wool of excallent quality and
vields a fleece about three times the
weight of that of the sheep. Wo00u.:r
nfactuicrs have pronounced the
wool high grade and state it wnuld
wake the finest guality of woollen
geeds
“Wa Fave thenm,

the musk cx an
the size of ou. ¢

i

aniyal three times

raest'c sheep that produces 1hree
t'ma: aa much wool, two or three
tines 22 ry-<h milk aud two o® tarce

es as r'uch meat. YWhen wa il
7o that theee animals need no
: t:em, no hay to feed t

have a mcroply. In the United States
they have been exterminatsi by the
Indians and the Eskimos, as they also
have been in all the settled portions of
Canada and Greenland

Musk Ox Meat Like Beef.

“So far, as I know.” said Mr. Stef.
ansson, ‘‘members of my expedition
are the only white men who have ever
lived on terms of intimacy with the
musk ox weighs about three times as
year on Melville Island, and during
that time ninety per eemt. of our
food was musk ox meat. We found it
inlistinguishable from beef. Through
ceeas.onally killing a cow In milk we
{found that the milk has the same Laste
as cow’s milk, bei about ome-hall as
abtundent n quantity, but somewnat
richer iu cream or butter fat. The

y care or coddling of any ¥iad,
jen we know from their ! 3
+ Lus been man who Ha 3
~ut of Northern (anada, it be-
&1 .« ent that, should we cars fo.
we cn~ reingtate them in all the - f.r
{ mer range tc our great profit. There
| ave. wa ectimate, about four thousand
| musk ox or Melville Island and per-
| s ten or twenty thousand on the |
| varions other Canadian Islands. These
nun e small, of course, but are
compa ively amole for breeding pur-
| poses 1t we take up the domestica
these animals and do it on a

ie, aad if we take up the rein-
, we shail, through these
, within the next twenty-

| eopaes

ld
de

two ¢
| five vears canvert Northern Canada
| from a land of practically no value in-

l+0 u great and permanent wool, milk
| and meat producing country, the great.
est of the westera hemisphere.”
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The lasting economy of the sturdily built
Maple Leaf Tire solves the tire problem for

car owners.
There is good sound

stability—it lies in the choice of matenals, skilled
workmanship and practical experience in bringing

tires to perfection.
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