
! h; . IN A STATE OF SUSPENSION.
There was a grand field day in the !

Legislature yesterday. The vaulted roof | beaming admiration—everything that 
of the marble chamber echoed with the was done, the News-Advertiser asserted 
sound of many words, but all the echoes without hesitation, was perfect of its 
■wjll not be heard in the distant parts of k'ntb -T*1’8 c°nrse of benign approba­

tion was continued up till the time the 
administration met the legislature in the 
session of 1905 and began to undo or 
amend the majority of the acts of the 
previous session. Then the Advertiser, 
without winking and without a change 
of its somewhat unattractive counten­
ance, began to approve very heartily of 
the radical changes proposed in the mea­
sures that in their original form were not 
susceptible of criticism. The people are 
asked to look upon the important renda­

is a fact that a greater than our eloquent sions that have been made in taxation 
friend Mr. Bowser occupied the floor and say whether the government is not 
yesterday. There were speeches strongly bent upon doing its duty regardless of 
impregnated with common sense sugges- consequences. To increase taxes 
tions and tigiely criticisms; but the chief 
figure in the assembly was the leader of 
the opposition. Mr. Macdonaki, it is 
generally agreed, set a new standard in 
.British Columbia parliamentary style.
The prevailing fashion in Legislative 
oratory has hitherto been the flamboyant, 
affected by the Premier-and his friend^
Mr. Bowser, who cover up many de-*1 
Eeiencies of 
mendous volume 
ter and sound.
ful and convincing, the address of the 
leader of the opposition was a masterly 
offort, proving finally that those who 
«elected the stranger from Rossland as 
the head of the Liberal party in this 
province had substantial ground for theV 
■belief that their faith would be justified.
The only reply that has been attempted 
to his merciless dissection of the govern­
ment’s course of inactivity is to the ef­
fect that no assistance in a time of 
crisis has been received from the mem­
bers on the opposition side. It is not 
the business of an opposition to govern, 
bnt, as a matter of fact, the timely sug­
gestions of the opposition alone moulded 
the majority of government measures in­
to presentable shape and eliminated from 
them the crudities of their original form.

The government members were loud The New York Times, we are pleased 
in their protestations of faith in the 
■works of the ministry. (jite the Pre­
mier and his cabinet time,_*nd all the 
World will wonder at th< prodigies of 
development they will accomplish tor 
the development of British Colombia.
The railway,,, policy-is yet in' the eggv The
seamier is sitting on it to keep it Warm. - worried lest, in thé bickerings of poli- 

; NfcWVMc ont it will be a full-; :ticih^ 0ver the Idmissio
; % MM aiSOir ready to g», mto h«»esa ^ Mexico and Arizona, the name of 

v aura to carry the province on its «prong , . ’
V wings right up into the -Xgglms ‘of in- the Iatfer migfit somehow disappear 

duatgial .activity suALoomrnereiai - pros- 'from the map, will .note with unaffected 
- ptintÿ. Id the mafcljtiiiBé i<% the dpposi- grief that « double Calamity of just this 

f- tidm exercise sac& tfdmirablO Pftience as 8ort ;s about to happen-up in Canada, 
tite loyal members on the government There the territories of Athabasca, As-

siniboia,. Saskatchewan and Alberta are 
tS‘ïe made {6to, twp ‘provinces’ and the 
name*‘of tftetn are to be ‘Saskatchewan’ 
and ‘Alberta,* the other pair suffering ex­
tinguishment—which is a cruel loss and

j governments of the past and of the great­
er Conservative government of the pres­
ent was viewed with a countenance of
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t tii Mr. Bowser’s floridthe province, 
periods resounded through the rafters 
with a noise as of many waters, but the
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member whose mind is far above the 
petty details of mere provincial affairs, 
■who deals largely with national issues, 
was not by any means the most import­
ant figure in the budget debate.

We hesitate to say it. It may he re­
ceived with looks of incredulity. But it
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year and reduce them the next year is 
the clearest evidence that could be 
brought out of the inspired, infallible 
wisdom of the McBride government. To 
propose the giving of assistance to rail­
ways with the treasury empty and pub­
lic opinion strongly set against the fur­
ther sacrifice of lands would be nothing 
short of folly. So we were told less than 
a year ago. To-day the treasury bottom 
can be seem without turning out a very 
large amount of specie, but the News-Ad­
vertiser hints at the possibility of "a rail­
way policy being brought down involv­
ing cash subsidies for the C. P. R. 
amounting in the aggregate to millions of 

'dollars. It is as certain as anything can 
be in this world of political ups and 
downs that if the government offered the 
C. P. R. all it dmands, including such a 
monopoly as a provincial administration
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can give in the portion of the province 
the great railway company regards as 
its special preserve, the News-Advertiser 
would nod its wise head in sage approval 
and commend further additions to taxa­
tion in order to meet the desires of this 
corpulent corporation.

n

INTERESTED IN US.

:
to see, takes « deep interest in Canadian 
affairs and laments the discovery of a 
disposition on our part to abandon in-, the 
naming of new) provinces somie of the 
musical nomendatore of the newj world, 
it remarks that ‘'those of us who have
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aide have exhibited in the face of great 
temptation to rebel. >;The .railway policy 
was w* Sufficiently jnatsure ta»-warrant 

ye -a speci^-s^sion o£ tSe Sgislature to be- 
p hold "its advent from th$. Shell. It is 

-still being “sat on,’’ but he who listens
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I j -with the ear of faith may hear the tap-
I ’;!rV I). .!!?":> ping- on the outer covering which is 

® sure and certain indication that there is
life within. In addition they have the 
assurance of the eloquent, faithful‘Mr. 
BowSer that^ jt the TSirfh be deferred 
temporarily there will assuredly be 

"Something doing’’ before time numbers 
the present provincial Parliament among 
the things that have been. There is 
comfort in this announcement for those 
"whose hearts have been made sick in 
consequence of hope long deferred. The 
programme of the government is to sit 
track and wait until the time shall come 
for an appeal to the people. Then the 
fledgling policy will be uncvered with 
much ceremony and its appearance will 
be hailed with great joy as the hope and 
salvation of the country and a heartfelt 
prayer will go up that in the contempla­
tion of the prodigy the sins of the 
ministry, the oppressive taxation, the 
“jobs" in which the government has 
been involved, the many things left un­
done wfiich should have been done, the 
numerous pleasure jaunts taken for the 
purpose of fortitytog the ministers 
against the arduous task ef administer­
ing their departments for at least two 
lours a day for more than one hundred 
days in the year, and for many other 
deeds which were better left buried in 
darkness—all will be forgotten and for­
given in exaltation over the real railway 
policy of the first Conservative govern­
ment British Columbia has ever had.

a great "pity. What the process or mo­
tive of selection may have been, is not re­
vealed. In the case of ‘Alberta’ one can 
guess that the queer brand of respect for 
royalty indigenous in Canada causèd re­
luctance to abandon the name which, 
though euphonious enough, is certainly 
the very worst, since the least character­
istic, of the four. The saving of ‘Sas­
katchewan’ by the same officials that 
spared ‘Alberta’ is indeed remarkable, 
since the chances were that they would 
be dully inappreciatiée of its rugged 
grandeur and intimate congruity with the 
stern Northwest. ‘Saskatchewan’ is not 
beautiful to the eye, sweet to the ear, or 
smooth to the tongue, but it is a most 
glorious name, nevertheless, and its re­
tention was a demonstration of wisdom 
that makes almost pardonable that of 
‘Alberta’—or would if ‘Athabasca’ and 
‘Assiniboia,’ each a linguistic gem of 
purest water, had Dot been dropped into 
oblivion. The abandonment of names 
"like those, possessing! every known and 
imaginable merit, was, in. these days 
when the English-speaking nations seem 
quite to have lost the nominative facul­
ty. nothing less than criminal—it was, 
indeed, more than criminal, for it was 
stupid. The Canadians may think that 
what they call or do not call their prov­
inces is no business of ours, but it really 
does concern us in half a dozen ways, 
first of all as loving neighbors and not 
last of ail as neighbors who just possibly 
may in some bright future help to break 
down an absurd and useless division that 
now exists between peoples obviously 
destined to coalesce in brotherhood. So 
even to-day we have a right to mourn 
for ‘Athabasca,’ to shed a salty tear for 
‘Assiniboia,’ to exiilt over the perpetua­
tion of ‘Saskatchewan,’ and to sniff dis­
dainfully at ‘Alberta.’ ” Canadians are 
flattered by the interest our contempor­
ary takes in their affairs most trivial 
and in the hope that cannot be extin­
guished that some day the “absurd and 
useless divisions*’ may be cut down. It 
would be cruel to attempt to extinguish 
the hope that long deferred hath not made 
the American heart sick. It were boot­
less to permit the spirit of prophecy to 
enter in and proclaim that the ambitions 
of our neighbors can never be realized, 
because popular feeling is a very fickle 
“intangibility." 
veer around as suddenly as the wind that 
blows where it listeth. But this we do 
know for a fact: that Canadians to-day 
are in every respect satisfied with their
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! CANNOT GO WRONG.

The Vancouver News-Advertiser sits 
back complacently and asks its readers 
to' look upon the record of the McBride 
government and point out if they can 
any flaw therein. The editor is a mem­
ber of the administration, and evidently 
Considers himself not the least im­
portant member notwithstanding the fact 
that be is generally supposed to act in a 
merely advisory capacity. Our Vancou­
ver contemporary argues that every act 
the government does must necessarily 

1 tend to increase its popularity in the 
. province. When taxation was doubled 

and trebled the act of doubling and 
trebling was commendable, because 
something radical had to be done to re­
store the credit of British Columbia.
The taxation of book debts, the increase 
of the levies on reclaimed land and wild 
land and personal property and income,
the following np of every dollar’s worth condition altd politieal status. They are 
of goods to the spot where ,t lay concealed more hopeful for the future than they 
from the nnbhnkmg eyes of the assessor have ever been and are m6re determincd 

everything that a as done to bring the t0 maintain the independence and integri- 
pcople to a realization of their response ty of their country ag a self-governing 
bilities for every act of the Conservative state within the British Empire. If the
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lEiEi am ( Semlin-Cotton government’s policy was in the vicinity of Kitimaat sat again this 
to refuse to sell lands'generally. All the ffiorning.
applications were refused. With a _ T®3 recailed. In reply to
change of gqernment the applicants re- ? lnntinoMntn ?at tbe <^ut3f, .. rW ,, , ., of looking into the applications and see-
newed their Applications. Under the ing that they were all right was done by
new government, with W. C. Wells as Mr. John. Witness said that he (Mr 
Chief Commissioner, in a number of in- Gore) had general charge of the depart- 
stances thc,se were allowed to complete menJ- Id special circumstances reference 
their purchase. The present government w™.<! be to himself (Mr. Gore),
had granted two—Gordon Hunter and A. . 'tpess did not know whether tile ap- 
K. Munro. Personally he thought that °* F- Raley, of April 20th,
one government might counteract the de- 1904, w«s referred to himself, 
cision of a previous government. There general factions were that all 
were peculiar circumstances in these 
cases. The Semlin-Cotton government 
refused to sell these lands and persons 
refused to attempt to purchase them.
In the lands department the greatest lib- 
grants.

Mr. Oliver catted attention to the fact 
that the date of application in the case 
of F. M. Raley was April 20th, 1904.

Mr. Gore said an attached letter would 
explain that.

Times sent a representative through this 
country he would find that 99 per cent, 
of the people are in this frame of mind.

fessional element, after the manner of 
the admirera and 
football anaflme 
is perhaps the no-blest game of all, bnt 
in its deliberation and dignity it appears 
to be ont of harmony with" the genius of 
our institutions. Our leisured class is

^promoters-of British
erican baseball. Cricket

ÏMINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY.

“A few irregularities" were disclosed 
in the conduct of the affairs of the 
Lands and Works Department at the 
meeting of the investigating committee 
Tuesday, we are told with becoming 
gravity; but nothing was revealed thât 
in any way reflected upon the character 
for probity, honorable dealing, and honest 
service to the province of the Hon.‘ the 
Chief Commissioner. Nor is any mem­
ber of the government involved in the 
alleged scandal, nor any member of the 
party which sustains the government in 
office. We may be sure, in the estimation 
of the government organs. Some of the 
officials have been guilty of trifling 
lapses, but it is hypocritically trusted 
that further investigation will disclose 
that the sins of commission have been 
very little ones and that there may be 
no occasion for severe measures. The 
Chief Commissioner says he has not had 
time to investigate and act upon the im­
pulses that will be set in motion by the 
resuits *of his inquiry. When the bon. 
gentleman probes the scandal to the bot­
tom he will find that nearly the whole 
of the water-front on Kitimaat Arm has 
been alienated contrary to the provisions 
of the statutes. His hair will rise in 
horror when he discovers this fact. 
When he considers that the land is of 
great value and that it promises to have 
an exceedingly high speculative value in 
view of the certainty that the terminus 
of the new transcontinental railway will 
be somewhere in that neighborhood, we 
expect Mr. Green’s heartwill cease to 
beat for a full minute ana that the re­
morse of the subordinates upon whom he 
casts reproachful eyes for their perfidy 
will cause some of them to hand in their 
resignations. But why does not the 
Chief Commissioner stay àt home and 
attend to business? Is he not paid to 
prevent the occurrence of “irregularities" 
such as- those nnder the consideration of 
the committee?. He cannot escape re­
sponsibility" "by"declaring that subordin­
ates have been guilty of crookedness 
and (hat measures will be taken to punish 
them for their; dishonesty.

POLITICAL INCENDIARIES.

not large" enough to insure it -the patron­
age under which alone it can. flourish and 
bring forth fruit approaching the quality 
which is attractive. In the mean-time 
the national game of the United States 
has crossed over the boundary and has 
taken a- permanent grip .upon the mind 
and physique of our athletic youth.

It may not be generally known in the 
West that baseball is no new game in 
Canada. It has been played in- the East

as in the

SAYS HE SAW OHLY
TWO APPLICATIONS

RAILWAY
The 

were
to be referred to the Chief Commissioner. 
He explained that a clerical error had 
occurred in putting the date of applica­
tion in in, this particular case as May 
12th, 1898. It should have been dated 
March.

wt

• .Evidence Given at Investigation That 
Hon. Mr. Green Made Dire Threats 

Towards Offender.

Leader of Oppi 
to Coonti

Mr. Oliver asked why the lands grant­
ed ta H. G. .Hail were more than a milo 
from those described, as applied for?

Mr. Gore said that the explanation

tlfor almost as many years 
United States. A Canadian team won 
the championship -in one of the first pro­
fessional leagues formed for the purpose 
of illustrating the attractions of the 

Goldsmith, one of the first men to

was
that when the land came to be survey»!

| Further questioned, Mr. Gore said "that been6 g^^5om£whereC else. *an<1 *1U<t 
he did not know that these applications

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)
The committee investigating the issu­

ing of crown grants to lands about Kit­
imaat began its labors this morning, 
with A. H. B. Macgowain presiding and 
J. R. Brown secretary. This is in pur­
suance of the resolution introduced by 
John Oliver yesterday, which passed the 
House.

Prayers weri 
Adams.went before the Chief Commissioner per- j three lotoTntervened hetxvmi where^he 

sonally. He had himself understood at iand was applied for and what 
one time that all these applications went given.
before the Chief Commissioner. When Mr. Gore said he had no other explan- 
these applications were received he (Mr. ation than that given.
Gore) had given the chief clerk, Mr. Further questioned, Mr. Gore said ho 
Johns, instructions to lay all of "them be- did not know of any letter authorizing 

Hon. R. F. Green was the first wit- fore the Chief Commissioner, Mr. Wells. ; the transfer to H. G. Hail of land np-
ness. He said that the first time this Tbe application of F. M„ Raley was ; plied for by W. Magneson per Geo. Rob-—?“■ “Ttr.t £££iis.SrKtsssssiraMr. Munro, of the B. L. Book & ota- tion previously because the government 
tionery Company, applied for an exten- was not disposed to issue these grants, 
sion of time for completing the survey Mr. Oliver called attention to the fact 
on his application. He found that two that the application was made May 12th,
applications, A. K. Munro and Gordon 1898. The Semlin government did not A letter produced from Mr. Gore was 
Bunter, had been before his predecessor come into power until August 15th, 1898. read, in which he stated that the appli- 
in the office, the Premier. An extension Therefore if this man had complied with j cation had been favorably considered, 
of time was allowed. Just before tbe the law he would have made application j Mr. Gore said he would understand 
House met he learned that crown grants before the Semlin government came into tbat (Ms application had gone before the
were being issued. He sent instructions power. Chief Compiissioner and been a;-prove],
to stop everything and called tor the pro- Mr. Gore admitted that this was right. Id reP!y to J. R. Brown. Mr. Gore said
duction of papers. He had not had time Mr. Oliver contended that therefore the that the Chief Commissioner did not
to look into the papers. policy of the Semlin-Cotton government I initiaI the applications which wont be-

In reply to John JEjliver the Chief Com- could hot have" deterred the applicant. ! t°re him. That was not the practice of
missioner said that the applications of With respect to H. C. Hail’s grant, I the department.
Mr. Munro and Mr, Hunter were the Mr. Gore supposed that Magneson or j 1° reply to Mr. Oliver, witness said
only ones which came to his attention. Mathison, the original applicant, had as- i that there was nothing to prevent a man
They had been dealt with by the Premier signed his-rights to Mr. Hall. i obtaining land in the name of one of his
when Chief Commissioner. He pre- In this case Mr. Oliver pointed out that - friends. He did not give much personal 
sumed that he knew that these applica- application was made in July, 1904. He ; attention to these Kitimaat lands, as he 
tions were for lands covered by reserve, wanted-to know what-rights the original | thought this was a matter for the gov- 
Nothing further than gathering the ma- applicant-tgould have to transfer the ap- i eminent to deal with. The chief clerk
terial for investigation had been done. Plication. I was instructed to take them before the
The application of Mr. E. Oliver had not lMr- Gore admitted that these were ell i Cb‘^ <-°™lss|”ae^ . ,
come before him nersondllv before this extraordinary cases. ! Referring to the application of A. K.

In reply to W J Bowsevr Hon Mr The department, Mr. Gore said, recog- : Munro, Mr. Oliver wanted to know why G«U «ïd WtaoSte?^othl niled the-Tiebt of the person to transfer i it .was that the lands granted were a 
. , ' H1. . certainly Knew nom- r. timber lands etc 1 mile from where they were applied for.ing about the issuing of these crown rlg°, m nmoer lanas, etc. w Kk .
grants excent those of Munro and Hum- In rei,ly *° Mr- Brown, the witness I Mr- Gore said there would likely begrants exçept mose or munro ana mm- .. .. , never to allow a some explanation. He did not know theter. In the natural course of affairs the 8310 ’? was me ruie never to anow a
crown grants did not come to the atten- °llS * Pr6V1"
M,n fobnsethCeM6fan(;0wZ7ne^ Mr Oliver wanted to-now if this was of Gordon Hunter, which wbs also for
Mr. Johns the grant went to Mr. Gore, &n invaria^ie ruje- i lands on the Inlet, but the grant was a
who signed it. It then went to the Fro- Qor sajd jt'waK I mile and a half away from the water,
vincial Secretary, and then to thé Lient- Mr" oliyer called attention to the fact I Mr. Gore said these sketches in the 
Governor. that Geo. Robinson within two weeks ' application were very indefinite.

got two grants. I “Yes, but surely they should be within
Mr. Gore said he did not know that 1 i-H Dtüns °f fba place, said Mr. Oliver.

Mr. Gore was asked in whose hand­
writing the note on tbe application of 
M. E. Oliver and A. I. Church was

game.
utilize a curving ball, was a- member of 
that club. In those days Canada pro­
duced several players of continental 
reputation, Mountjoy and Emslie, the 
totter now an umpire in the National 
League, were great pitchers. In com­
pany with- numbers of their brother ex­
perts, -they drifted to the United States 
in search of remunerative employment.
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that Geo. Robinson had applied for three- 
sections of land.

Mr. Gore did not know that this was 
the case.

Tip O’Neill, one of the greatest batters 
that ever swung a club, was a Canadian-. 
The Delehanty family was originally 
from Canada. Lajoie, the strongest bat­
ter in the business to-day, is of the 
French-Canadian race. Harry Wright, 
the man who systematized the game and 
propounded the rules which with modifi­
cations govern it to-day, was an English 
cricketer. So it will be observed- that 
baseball owes something to Canada «nd 
to Canadians. It is not a stranger within 
our gates by any means. Properly 
played, without too much wrangling 
•about decisions- and too much trickery 
in the effort to secure unfair advantages, 
it is a dean and faMtinating sport. We 
hope the new Victora club may net find 
the path too rough for its infant feet. A 
baseball team is almost a necessity in a 
city which toys claim to special attrac­
tions as a tourist resort, especially when 
the major portion "of our visitors must 
necessarily be Americans. Because of 
this obvious fact, a general effort should 
be made to help the management through 
the-initial difficulties, and the patronage 
shoujd- be sufficiently generous to justify 
the faith of -the promoters.

reason.
Attention was called to the application

Surely a good honest Tory like Mr. 
Roblin would never be guilty of a delib­
erate attempt to manufacture an excuse 
for an appeal to the people at a time 
when there is no constitutional reason 
for dissolution. Yet that appears to be 
the determination, of the Premier! of- 
Manitoba. The people are being worked 
up into a proper state of mind bÿ the 
ingenious dovetailing of the ècbool ques­
tion into the demand for an extension of 
the boundaries. The Tory Ministers 
have concocted a very remarkable cock- 
and-bull story, so preposterous as to pro­
voke uncontrollable mirth in the miuds 
of any but the most credulous, unsa- 
phisticated people, of the demands of the 
“hierarchy,”—demands which must be

The fate of man’s good friend the 
horse is again causing some uneasiness 
in British -breeding circles. A dispatch 
says that at one of the recent spring 
farm sales in the north of England there 
was a* heavy fall in prices of cart horses. 
X, prominent horsebreeder, asked- by the 
Canadian Press the reason of the drop, 
•replied that he attributed it to the in­
creasing usé of motor vehicles for town 
work. The "motors are affecting the 
horse-breeders in many ways. Canadian 
breeders, if they have not already felt the 
effect of the motor invasion, are sure to 
do so, as the omnibus companies are 
among their best- customers, and very 
soon the horse-drawn omnibus will hé 
scarcely sebn in London streets. We be­
lieve the perfection of the bicycle caused 
the first serious slump in the value of 
horse flesh. Now the influence of the 
motor car is beginning to bear. It is 
doubtful if the, horse can be put out of 
business. He is nx> novelty to be thrown 
aside when the first glamor wears off.

* » *

The McBride government appears to 
have temporarily lost favor in the estima­
tion of Comrade Hawthornthwaite. -The 
member for Nanaimo feigns disgust at 
the actions of the ministers with respect 
to certain measures he is apparently 
anxious to get through the Legislature. 
But it is particularly noticeable that 
Comrade Hawthomthwaite has not done 
anything to embarrass the administra­
tion. When he retires temporarily from 
the field he leaves his forces in action. 
Our esteemed comrade will be as hearty 
as ever in his support of the government 
and as bitter in his antagonism to the 
opposition next session. The game is be­
ing cleverly played, but the tactical move­
ments are quite transparent, v * « ».

All peace negotiations have been de­
clared off, it is said,- because the presi­
dent of the United States has left Wash­
ington 0i a special trip to the uttermost 
bounds of his empire, 
shall hear that the sun has been 
commanded to stand still until the im­
perial dictator and master has complet­
ed his tour.

The Chief Commissioner said he in­
tended to thoroughly investigate the mat­
ter. He had talked it over different times 
with Mr. Gore. He stopped one crown 
grant. The rest were issued.

The crown grants were issued without 
the lifting, of the reserve. It was fair 
that rights existing before the reserve 
was placed should be recognized. Gov­
ernments prior to the present one had is­
sued crown grants. When persona had 
shown that in good «Hh they had com­
plied with the law,' they were allowed to 
complete the transaction and grants were 
issued. Previous governments had done 
this.

In reply to Mr. Brown, Hon. Mr. 
Uree* said that the only crown grants 
referred to-the Chief Commmissioner 
were those i6 which there was a question 
of doubt. The vast majority of cases 
never came to thé attention of the Chief 
Commissioner. He accepted full respon­
sibility for these two particular crown 
grants. ><:■

In reply to Mr.»OHver, 
missioner said that he

this was the same Geo. Robinson. He 
did not knowl that it was not the same
person.

Mr. Oliver produced applications to made? This was to the effect that the ap­
plications had been submitted to the 

, Chief Commissioner and approved of, 
I and was dated 7-11, ’04 

Mr. Gore 
handwriting.

In reply to W. J. Bowser, witness said 
by J. E. Church originally. Again two A® "*onld not sign letters dealing wi::i 
grants were issued to Kate Robinson. ; this subject unless he felt sure that tie 
These were applied for February 3rd, \ chief elerk had submitted the matter to 
1898, and on, March 10th, 1898. There I the Chief Commissioner, 
could be no'certificate of improvement, | Hon. R. F. Green, the chief Commis- 
Mr. Oliver contended, for the first before sioner, was recalled. In reply to Mr. 
the second application was made.

purchase, which specifically stated that 
it was not transferrable.

Mr. Gore said this was not the practice, 
and transfers were allowed.

The application for lot 101, granted to 
Geo. Robinson, it,was found was

said that was Mr. John’s

made.

Mr. Oliver contended, for the first before sioner, was recalled. In reply to Mr. 
the second application was made. i Oliver witness said that correspondence

Mr. Gore said the chief clerk and con- ; dealing with the applications to purchase 
veyancing clerk looked into these appli- lands Were- passed by the deputy chief 
cations and initialled them. It was not commissioner, who passed it on to the 
to be expected that he (Mr. Gore) could chief clerk. Unless it was some special 
keep in mind all these particular cases. case the matter usually did not come to 

Mr. Oliver asked if it wns evident : the Chief Commissioner, 
that a fraud had been perpetrated on the i ' Shown the applications of M. E. Oliver 
department? ' on which it was endorsed that it had

Mr. Gore said he did not care to give ! been submitted to himself, witness said
that he had no recollection of it being 

Mr. Oliver pressed for 9a answer as shown to him. He would not swear that 
to what wias done to prevent a violation it did not come before him. 
of the statute with respect to a grant there was nothing out of the ordinary in 
being issued to a person who had not connection with it being brought to his 
complied with the law respecting the attention. The same applied to the ap- 
certificate of improvement being given | plication of A. I. Church, 
on a previous application. in reply to Mr. Brown, witness said
^Mr. Gore supposed the chief clerk took he supposed he was aware of the re- 

every precaution. Witness was not per- serve at Kitimaat. When an applica- 
Eonally concerned with it. ti0n was called to his attention, however.

The grant to M. E. Oliver was next j the officials of the department would 
taken up. This application was dated represent any peculiar features which 
November 15th, 1904, the date of ad- called for consideration, 
vertisement being March 10th, 1898. B. Johns, the chief cierk, was the next

lMr. Gore said there was no letter ac- witness. In reply to Mr. Oliver he said 
companying the application as to trans- he examined- applications and saw that 
fer.

conceded as the price of boundary ex­
tension. Politics is a pretty low game 
when it forces men into such despicable 
positions for the purpose of tightening 
their grip upon office.

The expansion of their province, it is 
admitted, is a subject of deep interest 
to Manitobans. They do not relish the 
prospect of being overshadowed by the 
great states that have recently been 
created in their neighborhood. Alberta 

..and Saskatchewan are now the Iand of 
promise to which the tide of immigration 
is directed. They must within a few 
years, now that railway extension has 
commenced in earnest, become more pop­
ulous and quite as prosperous as the 
older and smaller province. But the 
people of Manitoba should not permit 
their passions to be placed upon to their 
hurt by unscrupulous, greedy, mischief­
making demagogues. The boundaries of 
Manitoba were not defined by the present 
Dominion government. If Manitoba 
looks like a postage stamp on the map,

the Chief Com- 
nnderstood that 

all the applications made previous to the 
reserve being placed had been turned 
down by previous governments. An ap­
plication might be refused to-day and al­
lowed to-morrow. He thought that he 
was within the statute in allowing the 
crown grants to be - completed although 
the reserve was placed on the land.

Crown grants were issued, he believed, 
on reserve lands only under exceptional 
circumstances.

an opinion on this subject. :
If it did

The circumstances in 
the cases of Munro and Hnnter warrant­
ed this. The application of Mr. E. Oliver 
and A. I. Church was never brought to 
his attention.

W. S. Gore was the next witness. He 
produced a large number of papers. 
Dealing with the grants in question Mr. 
Gore said F. M. Raley applied for his 
land before it was reserved. ±x. G. Hall 
also applied before the land was reserved. 
Geo. Robinson applied after the first re­
serve was cancelled and before three 
months expired, which was required by 
law.

W.!. the law had been complied with.
In reply to Mr. Bowser,^ witness said ! Witness was asked with reference t» 

the chief clerk had been with him about - tbe grant to Kate Robinson, which had 
20 years. The order in council to estab- , been made originally in the name of G. 
lish a reserve would be prepared by him- ; ^ Kirk. He said it was the usual prac- 
self (Mr. Gore). The chief clerk w]ould ^-0 anow 0f transfers 'being made in
not know of the intention to establish a the applications to purchase, although the 
reserve before the notice appeared. Mr. form specified that they were not trans- 
Wells as chief commissioner had not're- feral>!e. 
fused any of the applications going be- 1 
fore him.

W. G. Camera 
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it was stuck there long previous to the 
attainment to power of Sir Wilfrid Lau­
rier. The In explanation Mr. Gore said the first 

reserve was placéd on 10th March, 1898, 
and applied only to lands on the west 
side of Kitimaat Inlet.
Geo. Robinson was on the east side of 
the Inlet. Gordon Hnnter gave notice 
when the Iand was not reserved. In the 
case of A. K. Munro, notice was also 
given when the land was not reserved. 
In the case of G. H. Raley, notice was 
published very shortly after the reserve 
was placed. There was every reason to 
believe that the land had been staked 
before the reserve was placed, and lack 
of postal facilities had prevented the 
notice arriving in time. In the case of 
Kate Robinson, notice was published af­
ter reserve was established. The notice 
of M. E. Oliver appeared the same day 
as the notice of reserve was given. In 
five cases out of the eight the 
was not established when the notice was 
given.

In reply to Mr. Brown, Mr. Gore said 
that he did not believe that the sixty 
days’ notice of intention to purchase had 
not been given by these parties before 
the reserve was placed. This Mr. Gore 
did not think was necessary. The person 
applying was entitled to favorable con­
sideration. With reference to the grant 
°f H. G. Hall, Mr. Gore said this 
originally applied for in the name of W. 
Magneson, February 10th, 1898;
search showed that it was Mr. Mathe- 
son.

people of no part of the ter­
ritories desired annexation to Manitoba. 
They preferred to*commence business 
on their own account with a clean sheet. 
Their ambition was a perfectly natural 
one, and hostility to it on the part of the 
Dominion government would have been 
indefensible. As to the extension north-

Witness said that the -applications 
. » were refused in 1898 by the government.

Mr. Green had spoken to witness about ; In 1002 the department renewed' these 
these crown , grants only a few weeks applications. He had not received ex- 
ago. Mr. Green 4nen said that he had press instructions before preparing crown 
had no knowledge of the issue of these, grants. This was not necessary. He 
Mr. Green said he would probe the mat- bad issued crown grants on the authority 
ter, and it would be bad for the one re- that others of a similar character had 
Sponsible. Up to that time witness had been issued. The authority was that 
thought that the applications had not contained in a letter of Mr McBride, in 
gone before the chief commissioner. He whi(,h he (Mr. McBride) authorized the 
could not remember conversing with the issuing of the crown grants to Gordon 
chief clerk respecting these applications Hunter and A. K. Munro 
not going before the chief commisisoner. j with reference to the applications of 
When the crown grants came before wit- : F. M- RaIey_ witn^s admitted- that the 
ness he was not acquainted with the fact lands flppiied for were without the re- 
that there was anything peculiar m the serve, 
circumstances. Had he, had his attention Mr. Oliver wanted to know why lands 
called to the fact that six years had were given inside the reserve in 1904. He- 
elapsed between the advertisement and W(rntf.d to kn(>w if tile endorsation of Mr. 
the date of application he x^ould have ; Clifford had not weight in this. 
at once had it referred to the chief | 
commissioner.

The

This land of

Next we

ward, there does not appear to be any 
particular hurry about that. There is 
at present no movement of population 
and no business activity in that direc­
tion. Ontario as well as Manitoba has 
presented claims for territory reaching 
to the frozen waters of the north. There 
is no reason to doubt that the prairie 
province will be extended, but she has 
no ground for becoming arrogant and 
dogmatically taking the position that tho 
requests of other provinces shall not be 
given consideration.

* » *

Society in Seattle is adjudged to be in 
a satisfactory, if not in a particularly 
healthy, condition. The record for the 
montij of March shows that for every 
couple divorced- two and a half, or there­
abouts, were married. The divorce court 
still has a prospect of material to work 
upon. reserve

Mr. John supposed it had some- 
, , , , weight. Witness said that the appliea-

îhe'appHca^onVM^Huntor. t0

Br0WD CKlled attention to the fact , With reference to the grant to H. G. 
that the crown grant mmht as well be Hall witness said that this was als» 
signed by the chief clerk as far as the endorsed by Mr. Clifford. The applica- 
signature of witness was a check, be- tion of G. H. Raley also was endorsed 
cause the latter did not go into the merits by Mr. Clifford. These were all applied
0 ,,.- 6 ®ase- .... . for in- 1994, six years after the date ofMr. Gore said he signed the grants nn- | advertisement.

hi. «vs „ nr n ' The application of M. E. Oliver, the 
««M tw hJ hôYknnLn h® fMï- V rre date being 19(>i’ was taken before the

t ss.'sess'jsrr/s
•æszrjssi. -mm „ -KS, SSL.'-uhE

j ftiind of the Chief Commissioner.
Mr. John did not care to answer a

THE BAIT ACT.

St. Johns, Nfld., April 5.—Premier 
Bond introduced in the legislature last 
night a bill'to increase the stringency of 
the Bait Act against American fisher­
men. The government also has dispatch­
ed the revenue cruiser Fiona, with In­
spector O’Reilly and Magistrate Avery 
and a force of regular police preventative 
officers, to begin a campaign against 
American fishing vessels, which may at­
tempt to secure bait in these waters.

BASEBALL.

Victoria is to have a professional -base­
ball team. In this respect we are but 
following the lines of manifest destiny. 
In our sports and amusements, which 
are the spice of life, we cannot wrench 
ourselves away from the propensities of 
the majority of the people of the “con­
tinent to which we belong.” Lacrosse 
has, we note with regret, fallen somewhat 
from the high place it at one time held 
in the estimation, of Canadians. The 
task of rehabilitation %ri]l not be easy. 
The only solution of the problem appears 
to lie in the frank recognition of the pra­

wns

was n<
In reply to Mr. Oliver, witness said 

that notice of application to purchase 
was given for two months. A deposit 
of 25 per cent, of the purchase money 
was required. The survey was to be 
made in six months unless for good rea- o’clock to-morrow.
son the Chief Commissioner extended the ! - —......
time. With respect to the present apnll- • The committee of the legislature 
cations there were special reasons. The vestigating the issuing of crown grants ‘

ECZEMA RELIEVED IN A DAY.—Dr. 
Agnew's Ointment will cure this disgusting 
skin disease without fall. It will also cure 
Barber’s Itch, Tetter, Salt Rheum, and all 
skin eruptions. In from three to six nights 
It will cure Blind, Bleeding and Itching 
Plies. One application brings comfort to 
the most Irritating casea. 33 cents.—111.
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