CRITICISH OF THE
PRESS CENSORSHIP

Sir Edw. Cooke, in Book on
' Subject, Attempts
Defence

Rule on the Publication of the
Order of Battle — British
Censorship DeclaTed to
Have Been Most Effective.

(Mail and Empire Toronto.)

Tt will be admitted that anyone who
undertakes to explain and defend the
operations of the press cencorship in the
Great War is assuming a man’s size task. |
Such an effort is now made in “The Press i
in War Time,” by Sir Edward Coo%, K. |
B. E., and issued by the Macmillan Com- {
pany. Sir Edward Cook was the chief
of the Press Bureau, and had many
qualifications for the post, a brilliant car- ‘
eer in journalism being the most 1mp<n‘-i

tant of them. He died untimely after;
writing the little book which was intend-
ed to justify the censorship, and before |
it was published; and there can be little |
doubt that the strain and labor of the |
war contributed tg his end at the age of |
sixtv-two.  Theg book is of important |
value, for it lains many things that |
were not gencrally known while the cen- |
sorship was an operation, and which
might have softene judgement upon it
had they been made public. And this,
we might note, constitutes a criticism of
the censorship. These facts might have
been, published long ago. Why were they
not?

A Good Defence.

Moreover, we think that Sir Edward
Cook, while he makes out-a good case for
many of the restrictions placed upon the
press, fails to give due weight to the ad-
vantages that might have accrued had
there been fewer restrictions. It is true
that some danger would have been run;
but it seems equally clear that great
advantages might have been obtained. He
shows that so far as he was concerned,
an effort was made to strain the regula-
tions in favor of the publishers, and
that there were few prosecutions. This
was due to the fact, no doubt, that Sir
Edward Cook was a newspaper editor.
Still the real authorities on the censor-
ship were military and naval men, in-
clined to take the view that the job of
conducting the war was primarily the
business of the comander-in-chief of the
army, and the Lords of the Admiralty,
and that it was an act of grace on their
part to take the public into their confi-
dence,

Agn Objectionable Rule.

The writer says that the rule of cen-
sorship about military dispositions which
caused the most grumbling ar<l discon-
tent was that which had reference to
what is called the Orderof Battle, that
is, the distribution of troops along the
various fronts, and the composition of
brigades, divisions, corps and armies. We
think also. that Sir Edward Cook has
failed to justify the policy of suppression.
The correspondents were not allowed to
say. that a certain division, a certain bri-
gade or company had particularly dis-
tingujshed itself. It was only permiss-
ible to refer to “North county troops”
or “Midland troops,” nothing more defin-

“DANDERINE”

Stops Hair Coming Out:
Doubles Its Beauty.

A few cents buys “Danderine™ After
an application or “Danderine” you can
pot find a fallen hair or any dandruff,
besides every hair shows new life, vigor,
Lrightness, more color thickness.

S

a

He snuffled and sneezed
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_If you combined the curative proper-
ties of every known “ready-made” cough
remedy, you probably could not get as
much real curative power as there is in
this simple home-made cough syrup,
which is easily prepared in a few
minutes.

Get from any druggist 21, ounces of
Pinex, pour it into a 16-o0z, bottle and
fill the bottle with syrup, using either
plain granulated sugar syrup, clarified
molasses, honey, or corn syrup, as de-
sired. The result is 16 ounces of really
better cough syrup than you could buy
ready-made and saves easily $2. Tastes
pleasant and never spoils.

; This Pinex and Syrup preparation gets
right at the cause of a cough and gives
almost immediate relief. It loosens the
phlegm, stops the nasty throat tickle
and heals the sore, irritated membranes
so gently and easily that it is really
astonishing.

A day’s use will usually overcome the
ordinary cough and for bronchitis, eroup,
hoarseness and bronchial asthma, there
is nothing better,

Pinex is a most valuable concentrated
compound of genuine Norway pine ex-
tract, and has been used for generations
te break up severe coughs.

To avoid disappointment, ask your
druggist for “2Y, ounces of Pinex” with
full directions. and don’t accept any-
thing else, Guaranteed to give absolute
satisfaction or money promptly re-
{)untded. The Pinex Co., Toronto,
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ite. It was frequently argued, and we
think with great force, that it would
have proved an admirable stimulus to
ocal recruiting throughout the war to
learn promptly, whenisome particularly
brilliant feat of arms had been done,

what county or town or regiment de-
served the glory.

The Other Side.

Sir Edward Cook says that there is
no information which a comman%¢r is
more anxious to obtain from his enemy

than that which relates to the precise
disposition of the troops which are or
may be opposed to him. We know some-
thing of the nightly expiorations in No
Man’s Land, and the Indian-like forays
that were carried out with a view of se-
curing shoulders straps or some other
clue which might identlfy the enemy. But
surely we are not invited to believe that
after an action, the Germans were in the
dark as. to whether they had been up
against troops from Montreal or Toronto,
or Birmingham or Belfast? The com-
plaint against the censorship was not that
it refused to give the ‘enemy valuable
information in advance, but that when
the enemy had the information it was
still kept from the people in England,
and that the press was thus handicapped
in its duty of maintaining the home front.

Peeved Prophets.

Sir Edward Cook has a laugh or two
at the military critics who sometimes
were restrained from making predictions
as to approaching movements. He notes
that one of them bitterly complained on
one occasion, because the very prophecy
he had been forbidden to offer was jus-
tified by subsequent facts. He is able to
quote Germans of high authority to the
effect that the British censorship was by
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.all means the most effective in history.
On the other hand he sets out the fact
that no other belligerent nation dealt so
frankly with the general public. Taking
these two statements together one would
probably be justified in assuming that
the British censorship was a triumph.

| Nevertheless, it could have been better,

.had it always applied with the imagina-
tion that one would be justified in ex-
pecting from a man like Sir Edward

| Cook.

Not So Many
Changes in the
Hardware Market

(“Hardware and Metal,” Sept. 25.)

There are not so many price changes
in hardware commodities as usual this
week. Chain has been advanced.in price
and the increase in price includes steel
coil chain and also steel and brass jack
chain and cow ties, heel and trace chains,
etc. Higher quotations are in effect on
dry cell batteries and on ignition units.

Cold shuts and repair links are ad-
vanced in price and some makes of tools,
hammers, wrenches, etc., are also in-
creased in price. -

A slight advance is recorded in black

oils.

Rubber garden hose is being booked
for next spring at slightly lower prices,
and a little further reduction has taken
place in linseed oil and turpentine which
have been having a downward tendency

during the past, few weeks.

Many staple goods continue to be very
scarce and prices on same remain very
firm. ;

Among commodities that are scarce
are wire nails, especially the smaller
sizes bar iron, steel, wire and wire pro-
ducts, fencing, etc., which show very lit-
tle improvement in deliveries, stocks in
many cases being very low.

Galvanized and black sheets and plates
are reported to be coming forward in
small quantities and but little change is
seen in the situation.

Canada plate is still very hard to pro-
cure and the supply of stove pipes this
fall is quite a problem to dealers.

Bookings ‘for next spring goods are
reported to’ be very good, but present
business is said to be .a little quieter
with merchants and dealers buying more
carefully than had been the case during
the past year or two.

Stocks generally are inclined to be low

to purchase in smaller quantities.

ward satisfactorily.

FRENCH PLAYWRIGHTS

ductions in France. The syndicate it
Collections are said to be coming for- | trying to force the managers to pro-

duce one play by each member each
season. If the play does not take more
than two hours and a guarter the mar-
FORM A SYNDICATE!ager is to be bound to give a separatt

Paris, Oct. %—French playwrights short play as a curtrin -oice

have formed a syndicate copied after| managers would also be forbidden tc
the labor syndicates, which is threa- produce several plays by Tue owin
tening to revolutionize theatrical pro- thor during a single season.

’

and the shortage in many lines would
have that effect apart from any desire

Your Family and Your Business

The death of every man worth while means fu:nanci_nl
loss t» '“ose dear to him and to the undertakings in

whic! is engaged.
A Crown Life Policy is the ideal combination of pro-
tection and investment.
Crown Life Insurance Co., Toronto
W. L. Wilson, Moncton, Manager for N. B.
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ARY DIGEST.

Are Prices to Be Lower or Hi

“Every one wishes to hear about what is
going on in the wide world, and you will be in-
terested to know what is our most popular pub-
lication in the Northland. Itis THE LITER-

“I was out in the wild country looking
over a mining prospect, and while on the move
toward my destination, an old miner ran out
from his shack and bid us stop. He said, ‘Got
a LITERARY DIGEST for me?
with him and he said he wanted THE LIT-
ERARY DIGEST because it told him ahout
what was going on in the world—everywhere.
He got his news in condensed form and liked
it that way. I have since investigated and have
found that virtually everyone up here looks to
THE LITERARY DIGEST to tell them

N

I talked

What They Read in the Klondilie

By Mrs. Helen Green Van Campen, Author “Behind the Scenes,”’ etc.

In The Morning Telegraph, New York

things. Not everyone takes the publication of
course, but when a man reads it he saves it and
passes it on to a neighbor, who passes it along
in the same fashion.

“Tt is interesting to see one of the old ti-
mers sit down to read his LITERARY DI-
GEST. It is a serious matter with him; he
does not merely skim through it; he reads it
carefully, advertisements and all, like old man
Jucklin did his Bible—‘from kivver to kivver.

“Then he gives it to another old timer who
also reads it from start to finish. Afterwards
they light their pipes and engage in debate on
the topics they have been reading about.

“And I, even I, have got the habit, too.
Please mail a LITERARY DIGEST to me
every week if you can think to do it.”
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Prcblems of Democracy i

The Pilgrims Who Came Three Hun-
dred Years Ago -

The “Restrained Joy”’ of Being Fifty

Why Young Women Are Leaving Cur
Farms

Publicity, Public Opinion, and the
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