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WHO LOVES ME BEST?

(FROM ‘‘ REPENTANCE,” BY MISS BROWN.)

‘Who loves me best?—my mother sweet,
Whose every look with love is replete;

‘Who held me, an infant, on her knee,—
Who hath ever watched me tenderly ;

And yet I have heard my mother say,

That she some time must pass away :

‘Who then shall shield me from earthly ill 7—
Some one must love me better still 7

Who loves me best 7—my father dear,
‘Who loveth to have me always near;

He who I fly each eve to meet,

When past away is the noontide heat;
Who from the bank where the sunbeam lies
Brings me the wild-wood straw-berries.
Oh! he is dear as my mother to me,—

But. he will perish even as she.

Who loves me best ?—the gentle dove,

That I have tamed with my childish love,
That every one save myself doth fear,

Whose soft coo soundeth when I come near;
Yet perhaps it but loves me because I bring
To its cage the drops from the clearest spring,
And hang green branches around the door:
Something, surely, must love me more !

Who loves me best7—my sister fair, .
With her laughing eyes and clustering hair;
Who flowers around my head doth-twine,
Who presseth her rosy lips to mine,

Who singeth me songs in ber artless glee,—
Can any love me better than she ?

Yet when asked, that sister confest,

Of ali she did not love me the best!

Who loves me best?—my brother young,

‘With his healthy eheek and his lisping tongue ;
Who delighteth to lead me in merry play

Far down the green wood’s bushy way ;

Who showeth me where the hazel nuts grow,
And where the fairest field flowers blow ;

Yet, perhaps he loves me no more than the rest,—
How shall i find who loves me best ?

My mother loves me.—but she may die:

My white dove loves me, but that may fly :
My father loves me,—he may be changed :

I have heard of brothers and sisters estranged :
I they should forsake me what should I do?
Where should I bear my sad heart to?

Some one surely would be my stay—

Some one must love me better than they.

Yes, fair child! there is One above,
Who loves thee with an unchangeable love ;
He who formed those frail dear things,
- To which thy young heart fondly clings.—

.- Even though all should forsake thee, still
He would protect thee through every ill,
Oh, is not such love worth all the rest 7—

4 hild! itis God who loves thee best!

¢ : TO A CHILD.
BY JOANNA BAILLIE,
Whose imp art thou with dimpled cheek,
And g:‘rgy and merry eye, -
And arms and shoulders round and sleek,
“And soft and fair, thoun urchin sly ?

‘What boots it, who, with sweet caresses,
First called thee his,—or Squire or hind ?
For thou in.every wight that passes,
Dost now a friendly playmate find.

Thy downcast glances, grave but cunning,
As fringed eyelids rise and fall;
Thy shyness, swiftly from me running ;
g ’%‘is mfantine coquetry all!

But far a-field thou hast not flown,

With mocks and threats, half-lisped. hallspoken,
I feel the pulling at my gown,—

Of right good will thy simple token.

And thou must laugh aud wrestle too,—
And mimic warfare with me waging!
To make, as wily lovers do, g
Thy after kindness more engaging !

The wilding rose,—sweet as thyself,—
And new-crop daisies are thy treasures;
T'd gladly part with worldly pelf,
To taste again thy youthfal pleasures.

Bat yet, for all thy merry look, .
Thy frisks and wiles, the time is coming,

When thou shall sit in cheerless nook,
The weary spell of horn-book thumbing.

Well, let it be! Through weal and woe,
Thou know’st not now thy future range ;
Life is a motley shifting show,—
And thou a thing of hope and change.

THE MISCELLANIST.

ProcLAMATION OF THE GoVERNOR OF CANTON.—
His Excelleacy the Governor of Canton, on.receiving
a few days previous to the 34 Jan. the eals of the of-
fice of Foo-yuen, (soother of the people) issued a Pro-
clamation of which the following is ao extract :

“ For the eyesand ears of one to extend to the thir-
teen Foo districts, and three Chox departments, which
reach to the distant divisions of the province, is more
than constant care, from moraing to evening, can effect,
Deside, Caoton province consists of hills and rivers
blended together, and borders nn foreign countries,
To govern according to circumstances, requires differ-
ent meastures from those adopled in other provinces,
When the public morals are bad itisa question by
what means to reform them, When the mode of col-
lecting the land tax is not perfectly good, it is a ques-
tion how to discriminate, Whenthe powerful and vijo-
lent indulge io acting irregularly, it is a question low
to alter dispositions. When thieves and robbers abound,
how to repress them. When guardhouses for the mili-
tary patrole by Jand or water are required, where to
place them. When the peor and weak have only a

" dead wall before them, how to raise them again from

their withering distress. Further, the public schools
are the nurieries of talent ; sincere and strennous ef-
forts should be able te stimulate them. Litigationsare
the cause of mischief (o the people ; (hey require in-
tense attention to settle them jusily, Itisa question
also what the best means are for strengihening fences
and embankmenis—how bad people may be prevented
from digging clandestinely in guarriesor mines. Re-
venue supporls the government, and it isa question
how to prevent the defaleation thereof in reference 1o
superiors ;: Witheut iuvolving the merchants who are in
the loewer place. ln providing agaiast famine, how is
grain to be made cheap, without injury to the faimer,
or dear without distressing the people.

The management of these affairs has but recently
come iuto my hands, and [ beseech advice as a thirsty
mao dees drink. All of you who hold offices under
government and on whom is cast the care of the people
and the safety of the Imperial ultars, if yon have here-
tofore been attentive, must have information. It is
hereby made incumbent on you to write more perspi-
cuously your opinions, that I may select,as may be
convenient. You mustaim at suggestions which shall
be for the benefit of the government and the lives of
the people. Thus you will avoid tuining your backs
on any sincere and impariial desire to obtain general
ioformation. Let all officie} persons under my control,
immediately state, explicitly, what is beneficial or in-

Perer FinverTy.—This individual was some years
ago a reporter on the establishment of the Morning
Chronicle, a paper that seems to have gathered together,
from time to time, the choicest spirits that ever took
tote-book in hapd. Finnerty was coarse, even gross,
in his general habits ; ofa large and awkward frame ;
had a ludicrous cast in one eye that heightened hisrich
humour, and was possessed of a peculiarly mellifluons
brogue, which he appeared to cuitivate as a mark of
distinction, Like hi¢ couatryman Barry, he loved
Ireland to the last, and would overwhelm any man
with a torrent of eloquent Billingsgate, who would speak
disrespectfully of the sod. He hated the word talent ;
he used to cnllitan “ iligant humbug ;" he considered
it an Irish affectation, withoot meaning or purpose, and
he used it as an insidious sarcasm.— Few men possessed
greater powers of retention. It is said he seldom took
notes, but reported from memory. In early life, he
Wasapprenticed to a priater.  An upholsterer in Dub.
lin, who wasinduced to patronize him, took him, while
a boy, into his warehouse ; but Fionerty was teo fond
of reading political pamphlets, and attending public
meetings, to waich faithfully over the interesis of (he
furviture.  The upholsterer was determined to get rid
of him, and recommended him to his friend the printer,
as a smart fellow who would make himself vseful. He
was not long in the new concern, until his master, on
emering the composing-room one morning, discovered
Finnerty movnted on one of the frames, harangning the
men on liberty and equality. Not having employed
him to teach these dectrines, he sent him back to the
upholsterer, who, in turn, made some excuse (o evade
him. Peter was next to be found in the office of the
Press.a new:paper establishment, about the period of
the rebellion, 1o oppose the measures of Lord Castle-
reagh. Herehe firstdistingvished himself, [Dr. M’Ne-
vin, Sampson, and others, many of whom are now li-
ving in Americn, were the principal writers, but they
wanted aman who hiad firmnessand intelligence enongh
to stand in the publishing-office. Fincerty developed
the reqnisite qualities by accident. A person emplov-
ed by government to purchase a copy of the Press, with
a view to prosecute the anthors, came in while Peter
happened to be standing in the office. Peter suspected
his purpose, and being asked the price of the paper,
replied—** We don’t sell itat all, Sir, but I'll make you
a present of one.” This adroitness preserved them
from the meditated prosecution : but their safety was
of short contineance, for Fionerty’s next debut was on
the boards of a pillory. His canse was the public
cause, and his martrydom proved the source of hissub-
sequent success. He left Ireland, and became artach-
ed tothe London press, in the ‘capacity of reporier.
Lord Castlereagh either dreaded or admired his bold-
ness, which was of the very vulgarest and most uncom-
promi:ing description ; his Lordship always bowed to
Peter in the lobby of the house ; a condescension the
latter used toacknowledge asa proof of the ascendancy
of his own character. Peter was a rough satirist. fpa-
red no man's feelings, heeded no man’s antipaibies, and
tonk more pleasure in provoking his enemies, than con-
ciliatiog his friends. He was essentially a man for the
mob—his element was popular tamuit—he had ro
'sénse of conventional refinements— despised etiquete—
aod abhorred negus.

ExPERIMENTS Wit Prussic Actp.—A great num-
ber of experiments with prussic acid wans made in the
early part of Iast month, by Mr, Henderson, a medieal
stadeot, at New-York. This gentleman states, that
having great doubts on the subject of the reports which
had been given of the power «f hydrocyanic (prussic)
acid, he procured a quantity of two sorts—the pure, as
it is made in its greatest possible strength, and the me-
dicinal acid, as made by Garden. of London, which is

Mr. Henderson first rubbed three drops of the pure
acid upon his naked arm, the effect of which was to
wake him stagger considerably, so as to keep with
great difficulty from falling. An intense pain of the
head succeeded, with a difficulty of sight; but this
was not of lang duration, and a streng taste of biter
almonds remained in the mooth for two hours. At
the end of that time he recovered, and was as well as
if nothing bad happened. Qo the following day he
swallowed eight drops of the acid’asit is used in me-
dicine, and increased the dose, within the space of three
days, to sixteen drops at each dose, twice a-day ; but
his head and sight became so violently affected, that he
ralinquished his experiments, &c. npen himself, and
was several days before he completely - recovered.
He then tried the cffect of the pure acid upon ani-
malss A cat, upon whose nese he had rubbed four
drops, walked a distance of eight or ten vards withont
the slightest appearance of being at all affected : bat
it then suddenly stopped, leaped into the ajr, and fell
azain dead. He then héld a pen, the feather of which
had been dipped into the acid, in an iron cage in which
two rats were confined, so as to irritate them. and
cause them to soap at the feather: they had no soaner
doue so, than they fell as if they had been 'shot. A
large dog of the Newfoundland species was killed
within three mioutes by four dreps of the acid being
poured into its nostrils; whilst another dog of similar
size and breed had a drachm of the common acid, such
as is used in medicine, and with which several persons
have recently destroyed themeeives in this coontry,
panred down its throat without effect. Wherher this
difference was to be attribated to the change which the
acid undergoes by dilution, or to a difference of ner.
vons sensibility in the animals, Mr. Henderson does
not state,—probably to both. He mentions, indeed,
that whilst be has seen one man take six drops of the
medicinal acid four times a-day without apparent ef-
fect, another, from merely smelling at the botile in
which it was contained, has been compelled to keep
his bed for several hours, Upon frogs and other cold-
blooded avimals the acid had very little effect. Two
frogs. npon the soft part of which he had rubbed a con-
siderable quantity of the pure acid, suffered for a time
as if from intoxication, and then recaver~d and bopped
away.  Upon insects of different kinds the effects
were very curious. On the first application of the
acid they corled up their legs,and were, to all appear-
ances, dead ; but, in the courte of afew hours, many
of them, after exuding a black flnid, recovered lifeand
strength, Mr. Jlenderson, in the paper from which
this account is taken, gives several cases of remarka.
ble cures in stomach complaints, and indigestion in
general, from the use of the prussic acid ; but he states
that iis effects are so different in different persons,
that it can never be prescribed with safety by the phy-
sician who has not been well acquainted with the con-
stitution and previovs habits of his patient : to vse his
own words, “itis a medicine ta be prescribed only to
a physician by a physician.” — Liverpool Al)ion.

HeieaT or Waves.—So awful is the spectacle of a
storm at gea, that, generally viewed through a mediom
which biassee the jndgment; and lofiy as waves really
are, imagination pictures them loftier stitl, —Now no
waves rises more than ten feet above the ardinary sea-
level, which, with the ten feet that its sorface afrer-
wards descends below this, give twenty feet for the
whole height, from the bottom of any water valley to
an adjoining summit. This proposition is easily veri-
fied by a person who tries at what heizht, upon a ship’s
mast the horizon always remains in sigit over the top
of the waves, allowance heing made for accidental io-
clinations of the vessel, and for ber sinking jn the water
80 much below her water line, at the time when rhe
reaches the bottom of the hollow between two waves.
The spray of the sea, driven alang by the violence of
the wind, is, of course, much higher tban the summit ot
the liquid wave ; and a wave coming against an obsta-
cle may dash to a great elevation above it. Ay the
Eddystone Lighthouse, when a surge breuks which has

Jjurious in their several districts, Do not consider this
ducument merely an old form for a rew office.”

been groaning under a sterm all the way across the At-
lantic, it daslies even over the laniern at the summit.

of about oue-seventh the strength of the pure acid.-

Naroreon Axp Davin.—David’s best per-
formances in portrait-painting are the numerous
likenesses of his imperial patron. We bave
seen the original sketch for one of these, which
indeed was never afterwards touched, taken du-
ring the last few hours of undiminished power
possessed by Napoleon in Paris, The greater
part of the preceding day and night had been
spent in arranging the final operations of the
campuign which terminated in the battle of Wa-
terloo. When now past miduight, instead of re-
tiring to repose, the Emperor sent for David, to
whom he had promised to sit, and who was in
waitingin an apartment of the Tvilleries. ¢ My
friend,” said Napoleon to the artist, on entering,
¢ there are yet some hours till four, when we
are finally to review the defences of the capital ;
in the meantime, fuilres votre possible—(do
vour utmost,) while [ read these despatches.”
Bat exhansted nature could hold out no longer ;|
the paper dropt from the nerveless hand, and
Napoleon sunk to sleep. Tn this attitade the
painter has represented him. The pale and
lofty forebead, the careworn features, the relax-
ed expression, the very accompaniments, wear
ap impress inexpressibly tender and melancho-
ly. With the dawn Napoleon awoke, and
springing to his feet, was about to address Da-
vid, when a taper just expiringin the socket
arrested his eye.  Folding hisarms on hisbreast,
a usual posture of thought, he contemplated in
silence its dying stroggles. When with the
last gleam the rays of the morning sun penetra-
ted through the half-closed window-curtains,
“ Were I superstitions,”said Napoleon, a faint
smile playing about his beautifnl mouth, ¢ the
first ohject on which my sight has rested this
day might be deemed ominous ; but,” pointing
to the rising sun, ¢ the augury is doubhtful—at
least, the prayer of the Grecian hero will be ac-
corded,—we shall perish in light ’—Dr.
Memes on Painting, Seulpture and Architec-
ture—Constable’s Miscellany.
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Sourn AmericAN Baxprrrr.—The vicinity
of Lima is occasionally infested by banditii,
carrying on their operations in open day with so
much system, that all who chance to travel at
that time are sure to be relieved of their valua-
bles. These robbers are composed chiefly of
free mulattaes and others of a mixed race. The
evil has existed from time immemorial, and is of
purely Spanish origin ; for Indian henesty, in
retired villages, is so great, that when a family
for a time leaves its cage-like hut, the latchless
wicket is left ajar ; a brash is placed on the
sill; and it wonld be worse than sacrilege for
any one to cross the threshold under any pre-
tence, It has happened that the brigands, well
armed and. well movnted, have assembled at
distant and uncertain periods within a mile of
Callao. They direct their course towards Lima,
stop all'whom they meet, and having very civilly
lightened them of their purses, oblige the plun-
dered persons to accompany the robbers, till all
arrive near to the city gate, when the banditti
disperse. Some ride boldly into the town ;
many conceal themselves in the thickets of
canes ; whilst others cut across the country,
and return quietly to their homes, to enjoy
the spoil, or follow their usuoal occupations,
The banditti, on such extraordinary occasions,
amount to twenty or thirty in number ; and it
has happened that they have had about tweoty
carriages, besides persons dismounted and made
to lead their own horses, in the tiain, which
was regularly brought up by a rear-guard, while
the advanced scouts pushed on to secure fresh
booty. They seldom commit murder ; and
whenever it is possible, they avoid robbing offi-
cers of the army, or civilians in the employment
of government. Neither do they, when acting
in small parties, attack persons of note. Fo-
reigners and strangers are in general their usual
victims.— Memoir of General Miller.

———a—

A Cavine CenTiner.—The following curinus ac-
count of a dog is related in the Memairs of Licutenant
Shipp :—** 1 learnt that this sagacious and faithful crea-
ture would regularly, when his master was on watch,
stand his hour and walk his round ; that in very dark
vights he would even put his ear to the ground and lis-
ten ; and that during the period assigned to him as his
turn fo wateh he would never venture to lie down, bot
would steadily and slowly walk his ronnd ; which no-
thing could induce him to leave, cuch was his opinian
of the nature and responsibility of his past. The man
added that he once gave him io an ofiicer of the Com-
pany’s Service, who took him from the station where
he was (Meernt) to Loodiana, a distance of 400 miles,
and that the moment the officer let him lnose he return-
ed to his old master, having performed that great dis.
tance in twn days and a half. That he was on the
maingnard the night he re(urned, and was awoke by
the dog licking his face. It appeared that he had
been through the barrack and visited every sleeping
soldier on their separate bais until he (ouod his master,
The man related several mnecdotes of this animal,
among the rest, he said, he was one day out drinking
toddy, some miles from (he camp, and from the intoxi-
cating effect and the extreme heat of the liguor, he
wenl tosleep. On awaking he found his clothes torn
in several places, and (hat he had been dragged more
than three yards from the bush under wkich e had lain
down ; but what was his astonishment, on geniog up,
to find a large snake almosttoro to pieces, no donbt by
his faithful guard! He was a powerful dog—n kind of
Persian-hill greybouad, that would kill a wolf single
handed.” — e

Wanr.—T have been as enthusiastic and Joyful as
any one after a victory ; but I al-o confess that even
then the sight of a baiile field has not only struck me
with horror, but even taroed me sick ; and now that |
am advanced in life, I cannot understand any more
than I cenld at fifteen vears of age, how beings who
call themselves reasonable, and who bave so much fore-
sight, can employ this short existence, not in loving
and aiding each other, and passing through it as gentle
as possible ; but, en'the contrary, in endeavauring te
desiroy each other, as'if Time did oot himself do this
with sufficient rapidity ! What 1 thought at fifieen
years of age, I still think—* war, with the pain of death
which society draws upon itself, are but organized bar-
barisms, and inberitance of the savage siate, disgpised

or ornamented by inzenious institutions and false elo-
queace.’— Louis Honapartc,

Burnine or Hinnoo Winows.— The extent
of these evils is very appalling. The number of
Suttees in the Bengal Presidency, from 1815
to 1816, was as follows :—

1815....878 | 1819....650 | 1823....575
1816....442 | 1820....597 | 1824....572
1817....707 | 1821....654 | 1825....639
1818....839 | 1822....583 | 1826....580

Total in 12 years, 7216 widows buried or burnt alive.
In the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, the official
statements for nearly ten years, 635.—Grand total, 7851.

Early marriages are very common in India ;
in consequence of which, many young fewales
fall a sacrifice to this custom. In the annual
list of Suttees, in the years 1815 to 1819 inclu-
sive, it appears that sixty-two widows -were
burnt, most of whom were mere children, some
being ouly sixteen, fourteen, twelve, and even
eight years of age.—Oriental Herald.
— e
Dress or Tue Greex WomeN Iv  THE
Tstanp or Myro, 1v Tur Levant.—Their
head is enveloped in a handkerchief folded some-
what fantastically, so as to form a torban with
a kind of elevated cone at the top; and a shawl
of no ordinary dimensipns being flung around
their shoulders, is braced by a girdle at the
waist, whilst its superfluous folds are fashioned
into a capacious bag behind. The petticoats
descend vo farther than the knee, which is
concealed by a pair of drawers, reaching as low
as the calf of the leg, and the foot being first
swathed in three or four successive pairs of
stockings, is thrust into the toe ef a fancifully
ornamented shoe, with an nnusually bigh heel.
Four or five gowns and other garmeots, heaped
on with less taste than profusion, complete this
singular masquerade, and all are secured at the
waist by a velvet stomacher, richly embroider-
ed, and glittering witk: gilded spangles. The
hair of the young female is first plaited into long
triple braids, and then twisted round the head,
interlaced with strings of zechins, mahmondis,
and other golden coins, or left to flow grace-
fully behind them.”— Emerson’s Letters.
: LS

PreranraTION OF Foon.—Varions modes of prepa-
ring aud dressing both animal and vegetable articles
of food have beep contrived, in order 10 render them
more palatable and better adapted to the stomach, By
boiling. animal flesh is in some menasnre deprived of its
nourishing juice, which is with more or less facility
given out to, and incorporated with, the breth: this
last, then, cantaing the most nutritious part of the meat:

ot unless stronger than is ordinarily vsed. it is ton di-
luted to admit of easy digestion. Broths likewise have
aremarkable tendency to acidity, particelarly when
made from the flesh of young avimals, as of lamb and
veal; and on this account alse are much less congenial
to weak stomachs than is generally imagined. The va-
rious jellies which contain the gelatinous and nurritive
to the exclusiou of the fibrous part of animal flesh, are
in general much more snitable to the invalid aud the
couvalescent than either breths or soups, Perbaps
the most eligible mode of preparing auimal food is by
the process called stewing ; for by this process its nu-
tritious and substantive parts are coocentrated and
preserved. It is scarcely necessary to observe, that
the gravy of boiled meat contains ita nutritive parts io
a state of concentrationg itis digested with facility:
and gravy isitherefore the best mode of giving animal
food to very young infants. Roasting preserves the
nutiitive part of flesh from dissipation in. a greater de-
gree than boiling: and it, has beeo remarked by an
ebservant author (Dr. Willich), tbat *‘ one pound of
roast meat is, in real nourishment, equal to two or
three pounds of boiled meat.” Tt ought, thowever, to
be noticed, that the far of meat treated in this way, has
undergone some degree of chemical decomposition
from it exposure to heat, and isin consequence more
oppressive to delicate stomachs, and generally less sa-
lotary than beiled meat. Both baking and frying are,
epon similar principals, improper methods of preparing
animal food. Smoked meats, as prepared hams, are
hard of digestion, they should ouly be taken insmall
- quantities, and rather as condiment than food. The
art of cookery, ds applied to vegetable substance, is
principally used in destroying’the native acrimony,
and renderiug the texture softer in some, and by cen.
verting the acerb juices of others into saccharine mat-
ter. The boiling of cabbage, of asparagus, &c. are
examples of the one ; the baking of unripe pears isan
instance of the other.— Housekeeper’s Oracle.

——

Use or BUTTER IN AraBia.—Bautter forms the chief
article in Arab cookery, which is ‘more greasy than
even that of Ltaly. Fresh buiter, calied by the Arabs
zehde, is very rarely scen in the Hedjez. Itis acom-
mon practice umongst all classes to drink every morn-
iog a coffee-cup full of melted butter or ghee, after
which coffce is taken. They regard it as a powerful
tonic, and are so mnch accustomed to it fiom their
earliest youth, that they would feel great inconveni-
ence in discontioning the vse of it. The higher clas.
ses content themselves with drinking the quantity of
butter: but the Idwer orders add a half-cup more
which they smfFup their nostrils, conceiving that they
prevent funl air from entering the body by that chan-
nel. The practice is universal as well with the inha-
bitants of the town as with Bedouins. The lower clas-
sesare likewise in the habit of rubbing their breast,
shoulders, arms, and legs with butter, as the negroes do,
to refresh the ekin. During the war, the import of this
ariicle from the interior bad almost entirely ceased;
but, even in time of peace, it i-not sufficient for the
consnmption of Djidda ; some, therefore, was brovght
also from Sowakin ; but (he best sort, and that which
is in the greatest plenty, comes from Massowabh, and
is called here Dahlak butter ; whole ship's cargoes ar-
rive from thence, the sreater part of which is agaio
carried to Mecca. Butter is likewise imported from
Costeir; this comes from Upper Ezypt, and is made
from Buffaloes’ milk ; the Sowakin and Dahlak ghee
is frem sheep’s milk.— Burckhardt's Posthumous Work.

> e

A Drrripent Bacneror.—The Herald of
Mouoday contained the followisg advertisement :
— "MaTRIMONY.— A gentleman, aged 30, (a
partoer in a.mercantile bouse of some ewinence)
whos= character and family connexions will bear
the strictest scrutiny, is desirous of uniting him-
self with an accomplished young lady, of res-
pectable connexions, possessing from 12 to
£15,000 in her own right, the greater part of
which may be settled on herself-— Letters, post
paid, addressed to,” &c.

—~o oo
Custom.—Pythagoras gave this excellent
precept—*¢ Choose always the way that seems
best; how rough soever it be. Custom will
render it easy and agreeable.”

Men often bring habitval hunger and thirst on
themselves by customy— Locke,

. -

SuorTENING OF LIFE, tv ENGLAND.—A report of
considerable interest has been recently made to Par-~
liament respecting the ** Law of Mortality of the Go
vernment Life Annuitants,” from which it appears that
the duratien of human life is shorter than it was fifty
or one hundred years since, notwithstanding the intro<
duction of the kine pox, and the advancement of medi=
calscience. It is also ascertnined that the life of wo-
man is longer than that of man. The latter fact is ac<
counted for by the circumstance that women do not
eat and drink to excess, a2 men do ; and they are not
compelied 1o encounter such bardships; nor are they
80 much exposed to accidents.. The shortening of life
on the aggregate, io Great Britain, is accounted for by
the fact ** that in high life people are more luxurious
and idle, and death carries them off faster thao former-
ly 3 and in low life people have not so much to_eat
and todrink, nor'are-they as well clothed, or warmed
by fire,and bed clothing at night.”

£ —
A NEWLY-DISCOVERED Disease.—Dr. Browhn, of
Glasgow, has just pablished an admirable paper oa'
what he calls the disorders of the spinal nerves, which,
though not urcommon, particularly among females and
people of feeble conformation, seems to have been hi-
therto overlooked, nuexplained, or confounded with
rheumatism, &c. The disorder usuvally manifested it=
self by a sort of broised, gnawing pain, or rather are-
laxed weariedness, in some part of the chest, sometimes
over the stomach, aod sometimes io one of the sides,
&c. Insuch cases, the seat of the complaint may be
traced to the spine, by passing a sponge dipped in hot
water down the back, when the part affected will.be
found to be tender. Here Dr. Brown applies leeches,
or asmall blister, accorcing to circomstances, and re-
commends being- in a horizontal position. Tois disor-
der is nbt uncommon ameng literary people.— Glargow
Medical Journal. ' ,

———

Custom.—The late Judge Heon, of the Trish Courts,
was a man of mild mannere, but he could be occasion-
ally ronsed. On a trial, some allusion on the part of
the atrorney irritated him, aod he gave the fellow a se-
ers, ** Did you ever,” said a barrister to the well
known Leonard Macnally, ¢ see a rogue handled i
better style ? and yet he seemed not to feel it."”” ** Cus-
tom is every thing, iny dear,”’ was the answer, * If yon
were a married mao like him, youa would be trained to
it. - He was only ken-pecked.”

MuscrLe.—The word muscle is so called from
a Latin word, musculus—a little creeping mouse 3
because one of them is seen creeping like a
mouse, under the skin of the temple when we
eat ; and all the other separate picces of red
flesh being found to move at times in like man-
ner, were named muscles from the same re-
semblance.
000

Conserr.—The following effusions are from
the pen of that singular compound of affectation,
eccentricity, and bluntness, Wm. Cobbelt :

Cobbeit, in one of his late Registers, baasts in these
terms of his corn-fed family :—* The followiog propo-
sitions will be denied by nobody that does not ce-
vet a broomstick ; that paleness is a sign of feebleness,
if not of ill health ; thatas soon as a body becomes
dead, its cheeks are pale : that when a person from
whatever eanse, faiots, the blood tofally leaves the
cheeks: and that, in short, a pale face is a sire sign of
want of vigorous health. Now these premises being
uodeniable, I shall first state a fact, and then throw
out my challenge. The fact is this: that during the
last three months or thereabout, no wheat, or any
thing proceeding from wheat, and no sort of a thing
usually obtained from a grocer: or in other wards, no
sort of a thing which is not the produce of the soil of
England ; that none of these things have been consa-
med under the roof of my farm house. Now, then,
my challenge is this : ‘there are twelve of vs nnder this
roof, whe live in the manner aforesaid, wi&om wheat
or any thing proceeding from wheat, and without any

hereby offer to bet any man a bundred pounds, that be
does ot find, under any one roof, nay, under any six

ches of red upon their cheeks as are {o be found by due
admeasurement upon the cheeks of the twelve who live
onder this roof, and who feed in the maoner above
spoken of. T have kept this farm house for more than
a year, without spirits, withoot sugar, tea, coffee, or
any sort of grocery ; without any of thiese having made
their appearance under this roof, though, observe, L
have pever been without two women in the house:
these things have 1 done for more than a year, and no
doctor or apothecary has ever set bis foot within the
doors of this farm house, during the whole of that time ;
though, let it be observed, 1am one of the first to ap-
ply for medical assistance for any body in my house,
in case of even the appearance of iliness. But we
have bad no illness: the accursed tea has not been
here to shake our nerves: and the brandied wine, and
the vitricled spirits; avd the abominable brewers
poison have been kept away from under this roof, and
we have been well ; though clese upon the border of
a maishy meadow, which, I was tald, would gige vs
all agues and typhus fevers. Now, if people will not
live as we live, let them be ill, say I; I have no pity
for them. They are drunkards and gluttons; for
drunkenness and gluttony are only things of degree.
In short, if people will not restrain themselves from in-
dulgence which causes sickness, sick they will be, and
sick they ought to be.”

Farsers’ Wives anp Daventrrs.—Would it not
be better if farmers’ wives and dauvshiers would with-
draw their attention a little from the forte-piana, (the
strong and sweet,) and from the soft and seducing no-
vels of Sir Walter Scott and other philosophers of that
description! If I were the owner of a great landed
estate, [ would find the means, I warrant them, of com-
pelling them to keep servants in the house, and thus
prevent the pauperism and thieving and poaching that
are now going all ever the country. 1t is inconveni-
ent to a lady, and to young ladies, to have fo provide
victuals and drink fora parcel of fellows in nail shoes.
These fellows in nail shoes do the work however, and
itis the bounden duty of landlords 10 take care that
they have their due and honest share of the produce of
the land, itis troublesome to board men in the bouse,
v it not troublesome to me. then? Have 1 not some
little matters to do Have I nothiong to think about
but the lodging and boardiog of these men ? A pleniy :
but i1 is my duty.and, indeed, it is my pleasure. to sce
that they are thus provided for, and 6 rescue them
from the numerous temptations to which they would
be exposed out of the house, and to the endless extor-
tions that would be practised vpon-them, if they were
lodging in holes here and there in the neighbsurhond of
the farm. Wivesindeed! Where isa young farmer
1o find a wife amongst the ever reading and wusicing
things that are stuck up in carpeted parlours with bells
to call servants to them ?—Raiher than have one of
these, even with the few hundreds or thousnnds thata
foolish father may have raked together for her, I, for
my part, if I were a yoong farmer, just going to enter
upon my busiress, would take my best horse und ride
lim to death in seaich of a girl that gets up by day-
light, milks her cows before breakfast, and knows how
to bake, salt bacon,and brew. Without thisa womnan
io a farm-bouse is a epecies of pestilenee ; so far from
being a suurce of pleasure, she is -a constaunt source of

annoyance: she is a ““trouble,’” indeed, and besides
the trouble, the expense of her is enormous.— Cobbett.

vere trimming, much to the satisfaction of 1he bystand-

thing not prodaced from the land in England, and [. °

roofs, any twelve persons that have so many square io-



