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ST. PAUL, Minn., Jan. 15.—(Spe-
eial.)—Secretary Ballinger of the in-
terior department and former Chief
Forester Gifford A. Pinchot will both |
sppear at the coming sessions of Min-
nesota’s conservation and agricultural
development congress. Both have
pramised Governor-A. O. Eberhart that
they will attend and deliver addresses,

and Secretary Ballinger will be given
a prominent place on the program for
& general dlscussion of conservation, |

whll'é ex-Forester Pinchot will .d:}lver
rva-

the principal address upon coni

tion and forestry. Governor Eberhart
has personally consulted with both men
with reference to addresses before the
big. Minnesota meeting and scouts the
fdea that there will be any clash of
conservation ideas.

« Farmers Wil Attend.

Five thousand delegates, the ma-
jority of them practical Minnesota
farmers, will attend the sessions,
which will be held for four days in
March, and in addition to the two.na+
tional figures in the conservation fight,

i i il o L

the First St

ate to

el i Nttt a4 et

e i e A, S e A 7

will

their sessions.

ofne of the most prominent men lx‘
Washington will have places on the
program. Minnesota will be repre-
sented in the congress, which will be
held in the municipal auditorium in
St. Paul, by leadinig men in all lincs
of business and in the various branch-
es of stock and agriculture, and by}
delegate = representation of farmers
from each township in the state. The
gsessions of the ‘congress will be sup-
plemented by many meetings of agri-
cultural, stock, horticultural and other
associations, and by special sessions of
farmers for the consideration of farm,

Gov. A. O. Eberhart, Organizer of the Congress;
the new Minnesota State
given a reception; the interior of the St. Paul
Municipal Auditorium where 5000 Delegates will hold

i b A s o]

e e————————— b ——

Capitol where the Delegates

grain and stock problems. Conserva-
tion will be the main idea of the con-
gress, but state development along
lines of settlement and raising the
standard of farm methods and pro-
ductiveness will be given equal prom-

inence.
Hill Will Be There.

James J. Hill will lead the speak-
ers on purely agricultural subjects. In
connection with the' congress 18,000
gsquare feet of exhibit space has al-
ready been reserved for an agricultural
exposition in which the material re-
sources of the state will be shown.,
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It Is Not All Beer and Skittles for
thy Men Who Make the
Buds Unfold.

When you buy tulips, hyacinths and
other bulb-produced flowers in ‘foron-
fo,”and perhaps grtumble af the high
price, did you ever stop fto think of |
the “‘bhormous amourt “of time, ‘money |
brains that were - expendedon
them before vou. saw them? No! I
riever did till one day a traveler for
one of ‘the biggest bulb houses in this
city enlightened me, This is his story:
Tulips were first grown in Holland in
the saventeenth century and quickly
the whole of Europe became interest-
ed. As Is usual in all cases where de-
mand is far greater than supply,
enormous prices were pald for a few
bulbe, and in 1657 a house washgold
in Haarlem, Holland, for three l:ﬂ}ﬁ!.
The fact was recorded in a stone téb-
let, which was placed on the house
and may be seen at the present day.

Of course a reaction quickly fol-
lowed. and the industry was allowed
to lapse till 1870, when a revival of
the trade took place and now travelers
are sent to evéry European country
and America. The chief growing cen-

tres now are Allpnagr and Leyden,
and. millions of acres are used for |
nothing but bulb growing. Wages
paid to the fleld workers are small

compared with American standard; 10
gullders or $5 per week are considered
good wages. Altho wages are low,
land commands a good f{igure, an acre

bringing: $4800. Hyacinths are the
hardest and most costly to grow;
tulips next. and narcissus the cheap-
est of all. There are two methods of |

propagation, oneé by scooping the bot= |
tom out of the bulb, which is the |
quickest, the other by making a deep |
cross-shaped incision. After being in- !
eised the bulbs are placed bottom-side |
up in a dark heated room, the temper- ]
70 and 82

| profit

ciglons and are picked off, placed in
sand and watered every day with
lquid manure. It is four years before
they are saleahle. The scooping meth-
od was digscovered by accident. A
Dutch farmer placed a bulb on a shelf

and had forgotten all about it, a rat#

had gnawed the bottom olut, and, be-
hold, inside were myriads of embryo
bulbs. The man experimented for
himself and found it was a success.
After amassing a fortune he made his
secret public, and it is the chief meth-
od in use to-day.

Rotation of Crops.

The Puteh flower-grower is a firm
believer In rotation of crops. " The soil
used ifor hyscinths one year fis used
for tuiips’ the next, then narcissus,
and fAAdlly allowed to lie fallow the
fourth year, April Is the time to see
the, fialds at . their best. The air is
heavy . with -perfume and the eyes
gorged with a feast of color, and when
the gentle spring winds cause waves
of delightful color one could almost
imagine that every flower was a fairy.
people from all parts of the world go
to see the fields in bloom, a sight
they cah never forget. August is the
time the buyers virit tne growers
and make their contracts. Contrary
to our expectations the bulbs are ship-
ped by train to Amsterdam, and not
by canals. Rotterdam is the central
transhipping point for - BEurope. The
bulbs are shipped to Germany by rail,
but all other couniries by water. Great
Britain is the largest importer, Ger-

many second, with Canada third. As
far north as Norway and south to
Turkey are the bulbs shipped, and

even TRussia buys an enormous quan-
tity, altho the exporters do not like to
gell many in Russla owing to the finan-
cial state of the country. It is, they
say, overrun with graft to such an
extent that it is inipossible to collect
any money at all. The huyer has to
pay the ocean and rallway freight,
also the customs duty. The plants
or bulbs are packed In boxes with
moss betwern layer, dnd, even
with this careful packing, florists state
of the bulbs

each

i get to know.

lose | all commendation.

that 26 per eent,
their vitality after arriving at their |
destination. The florist has to keep

them one vear before he can get any
at all. During that time
emploves from 10 to 3% .men per day,
pavs for packing, electrie light,
and many other small incidentals, be-
fore he gets one cent for himself. Let
the heat in his hothouges go down 20
degrees, he has a total loss staring

ature maintained between

degrees Fahvenheit. In two or three him in the face,

months tiny bulbs appear in the in- Haw Touse.
L ‘
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Try Lux.

The name Lever on
soap guarantees
purityand cxcellence

the ugique washing
contains five times as
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WONEN IS “PRIES” -
* IV UB URNERSHTY

Question Raised by'Monthly Which
Opens an Avenue to Much
Biscussion.

In the University Monthly for, Janu~
ary appears a timely article by V. E
Henderson who treats ably the broad
question *“‘Would it ’be possible - to
strengthen our University life by D’.Dl-
pointing more womeén to the staff?"
After pointing out the lamentable fact
that few of the men on leaving the
University of Toronto feel that they
have one life-long friend among their
{nstructors because student and in-
giructor do not come closely enough in
contact with one another, the writer
procgeds to show that the women stud-
ents must realize the same situation.
Referring to the fact that little has
pbeen zccomplished toward brirging men

and profeseors in close friendly re-
lation, the writer says:

“Has even as much
amongst the women?

/

been achieved
Have not the

women members of the staff been too |

few? The womén undergraduates have,
1 believe, felt the lack as much as, if
not more than tlie men. "At the present
moment a movement is on feot to get
the wives or the staff in larger num-
bers than in the past to take an inter-
egt in the wumen of the University.

The proposal seems to be taking the

form of alloiting to each of the lLid e¥.
willing to 've, a small number of
undergraduates whom she will try to
The movement ig worthy

that it will meet with
than did the exoperimeni samong the
men. It has a very obvious weak spot:

he | few of the wives of the staff have been

undergraduates, and these atone ran

fuel i fully sympathize with this gd2 f the

student’s life and give the cogent ad-

i vice so much needed and so much bet-

| 1£ so,

ter given from the wealth of u full ex- |
perience, They have noet even the ad- |

vantages that the men of the staff pos-

sess as members of the University |
community. |
“"Phese facts have suggested the

question which has heen chosen us the
titte. Might it not be possible to find

cepecially for those departments which |,
| have so many weomen students,

women

as fully qualified as men for teaching?
would it mot be wise to appoint

! tlem in some cases? There was recent-

I'Was a woman thought of? a
| qualified woman have been found? I/}

{ the staft.

vacant in Italign.

post
Could a

ly a junior

so0, would it have been wise to appoint
Ler?

“Many objections may be
against the appointment of wom@an to
First, men students have
rightly or wrongly a prejudice against
women instructors. Wemen have,
however, taught with succees in the de-

partments of Chemistry, Physics, Phy- |
| giolozy,

Political Sclence and German.

| It might be urged that it would tend

1o Jeersasce the enrciment of men in;
women

those depaitments in which
now predominate, did the men ohject
to the presence of women on the staff.
Second, women and especially young
women instructors find the same diffi-
culty that young men do in being as

unirstrained and as vair and in doing |

equally good work with mixed classes,
But women cvercome this difficulty
and make a success of teaching in our
high schools. The third difficulty is

. that of marriage, which, because of our

prevailing social customs, is almost
ceriain to lead to a woman severiug
hLer connection with the department in
which she has acquired experience and

standing.

it 18 to be hoped |
more Success |

urged |

CAPITAL OF NEW
" YORK 1S SONE
THNTHE WD

Head of the Theatrical Syndicate
- :Warns Managers That Big
~Losses May Follow,

%

New York, Jan. 15—Al Hayman, head
‘of tiie Thedrrical Syndicate, warned the,Ji
Association of ‘Lheaiiec mauagers ol

Greater New YOork al.its aubuas din-
Ler a0 the Hotel Knickeroocker recent-
Iy lual uliiess o llait was Caaled vl vae
pieselll Claze 104 tleatie-vuuulbyg co*
LubSdl 1088e8 Woudld resust.

mi. Hayman's acpasiuce for Europe
made 1L OPUSSIDIE, 1OF 1M 10 dlteitd
e ainger, put he Seut a etier wilicil
wus read by Cnalkies purnnam, tae
presigent. 1 sad:

“yhe pUsiness uas not been satisfac-
tory. 'iluo imany tucdlres. Greawer
~new York, witih 4 popuiation or 4,004,
Uy, is asked Lo Buppulc over three nun-
ared pedivsiialives UL grang opera [y
BeubUn UL LWEILY WeeKks, LU is askeu 10
BUpport tniciy -une UrsL-ciass Lnealies,
ajsu TOrTy-eight \ledlres aevoted v
puriesque and popular-
priced attractious. 40 aduaiuon W Lisse
cignty-seven theatres taere are over
1ve hundred tneaties ana nalls ncensed
Lor miovilg petdres.  Anis 18 4s8Killp
New yYork to suppurt more theaires
and places’'of amusement than wne ity
jes of London, Yamns and periin com-
neq. uanagers ana caplladsis are
going theau® mad.

mait shouid be Called.

“A hait shoula be cailea, or a colos-
sal amount of money wili be 108t, A
word of wayning., Not many years
ago the theatricat busidess was at 4
| vory 10w ebb and a anager who
erected two theuties on 4 pProminesd
block on  Broagway came 10 grier and
the property wds put up at puvlic aue-
tion unuey rorecivsure, with a Mmorigdse
of only MU,000. AL the 1oreciosure saie
no hd
cover the morigage and cnarges. T'his
on a prominent proadway biock, with
a frontage of over zo0 feet. Since inea

- s

t vaudevilie,

4 boom, witn the result that the 1oi-
lowing new theatres have been erected

L in inew YOrk:
“New Amsterdam, New Lyceum, Sa-
| yoy, Hudson, Hippodrome, Maxine Ll-
! lott theatre, Comedy, Lyric, Hackett,
| New Theatre, Liberty, Galety, Belas-
! co’s, Stuyvesant, Astor, Plaza, Bronx,
Colonial, Majestic and Circle.

“The following are under construc-
tion, to be opened this and next sea-
| son:
| =Apollo, Globe, new theatre in Thir-

ty-ninth-street, not named; The Play-

house, George Cohan Theatre and new
theatre in koyrteenth-st.

|~ “Here are twenty-nine new theatres
{ and only four of theold ones have been
| turned to other uses, namely:

|~ «QOld Lyeceum, Madison Sguare, Star
' and Niblo's Garden. =

| What Will They Bring.
“With the condition into which the
| theatrical business is drifting, some oi
| these theatres will be forced into ih»'{
am:«lrket thru foreclosure sales or other-
| wise. What will they bring ? Who
| will buy them 7

“It is easy to get money to buuq a
theatre, but it requires an attraction
to keep a theatre open. 1 know oaly
three actresses and one actor who c";m !
be relied upon as drawing cards 'ir.4
America to-day. Actors are not in-
creasing, new playwrights as yet are
scarce. What does the manager Jouk

was received large enough to-

{ the theatrical business has had quiuz.

CIINGLES

Terrible - Experiences of Dr.
Kumm in Trip from Niger
to ‘Nile—Meeting With
Senussi.

LONDON, Jan. 15.—Dr. Karl Kumm
has landed at Dover on the conclusion
of one of the most interesting and im-
portant African journeys undertaken of

late years. Dr. Kumm is the neaa or
the Sudan United Mission, an organ-
izatiori whose staff consists largely of
University graduates, with Trepresen-
tatives from sSouth Africa and Ameri-
ca, and which has already established
a fine of posts thru the less Kunuwn
parts of Nigeria Bordering on the Cen-~
tral Sudan, and has penetrated as tag
into the interior of Africa as that reg=<
fon where British, French, and Guruian
possessions meet on the edge of the Sa-
hara. Accompanied by ‘a number of
missionaries, who were to be left at the
various 'stations enroute, Dr. Kuuun
started on his great journey in the au-
twm of 18908, :

~When, on the completion of his pure-
ly missionary work, he found himself
900 miles in the heart of Africa, he de-
termined to push on thru little known
and entirely unexplored regions with
the ultimate object of reaching tne
Nile.

Dr. Kumm summed up the results
of his journey as follows:

1. The opening up of a new high road
across the Sudan.

2. Obtaining  valuable information’
about the frontier line between isiam
and paganism.

3. Steps taken to intercept and cut off
the last great high road for tlie slave
traffic.

Dr. Kumm brings with him a fine col-
lection of butterflies, many of them

new, A mineral collegtion, plants
and ethnological specimens, a
new giraffe, a new buffalo,
and spechmens of gold, silver,

tin and copper,eof the two former of
which he found considerable deposits.
Meeting With Senussi.

“Senussi (said Pr. Kumm) is to-day
doubtless the most powerful indepen-
dent Central African chief, and said to
be imimeal to Europeans. A while ago
a French Government expedition had
been cut up by him, and two French
traders had been killed a few months
previously. I was received with every
show of perfect friendliness . We were
in severe straits, for I had lost all my
oxen and also my beést horges. Senuss’
afforded me every assistane, provided
me with an escort and carriers, and
supplied me with food. He is a danger-
ous man, and possesses a large number
of modern rifles, .probably several
thousands. 1 had many interesting
conversations with him, and found him
to be intelligent and well informed. His
palace is strongly fortified, and is situ-
ated at the head of a great and peautl-
-ful gorge in his capital town of Ndeli.
Some of his ‘peoplé 'dre troglodytes,
living in the surrounding caves. Sen-
ussi has devastated the whole country
‘round for two huindred miles, and one
| continually comes across ruined vil-
‘lages the results of slave raiding.

“I remained for eight days with Sen-
ussi, camping near his palace on a little
hill, where the French lieutenant who
was with me built.a residency. Senussi
has a great coupt, his entourage in-
cluding many old ahd travelled coun-
cillors—men of considerable intelli-
gence.

CHANGES HIS MIND

CHICAGO, Jan, 15.—The story about the
would-be suicide whom the vitigant offi-
cers at the Clark street bridge scared out
of the water by ‘pulling a gun is so good
and #o old that it crops up every once in
a while, but a big motorman on a West
Magdison street car insists that he has the
officer beaten several city blocks in con-
vincing a suicide of the error of his ways.
The ouficer had to pul a gun, The motor-
man didn’'t. He was running west be-
twen Paulina and Robey strects late
Thursday night or early Friday morning
and the street was so deserted that he
calculated on making Robey without a
single stop.

But pot so. Out from the shadows of a
hallway near Lincoln street sped the form

COMING 0UT OF
DARK AFRICAN

‘the

/

——

e

By Force of
2 Circumstances'

By GORDON HOLMES

e it

Continued from Last Week.

The inspector looked about
fhen deliberately stepped forward and
sat on the divan, beneath whose Arme-
nign cloth was concealed the blood-
sthined shirt of*“E.J.D.” and the re-
volver that was either the same, Or’

a pattern of, the motorist's revolver you

dropped by Arthur into the Parret.
There, under the cloth,
vigible the square shape of the box.

“Perhaps I need hardly state on
what business I am here, Mr. Leigh”
the detective said. He held his two
palme on his knees; and, geated thus,
he had an air of being on the point
of darting up to spring at something,
he being a little man with sloping
shoulders, an elongated, sprightly
neck, a long face which was clean
shaven, and quite an attractive smile
and active cat's eyes.

“Nor,” he added, ‘“need 1 take up
much of your time, since T have here
the substance of your statement made
toAnspector Lawson of Bridgewater—"'
he showed his notebook—"only I have
a question or two—thanks, thanks, T'lI
have one—tho I never smoke—but
work always with, the scent of a cigar
under my nose—a question or two—
as for example this one: What was
nature of the quarrel between
youdself and your grandfather?”

Arthur, in the act of moving a chair
so as to face Furneaux, glanced round
in some surprise.

“My grandfather had certain beliefs
as to the transmigration of souls which
on one ocecasion resulted in a cruelty
to a dog of mine,; he said, “thg before
that, there never had been much love
lost—"

“1 gee,” sald Mr. Furneaux, moving
his nose to and fro over the clgar.
“Mr. Rollaston Lezigh was undoubted-
ly a character.” ¢

He was silent a little; then he added:
“But a man of no little skill in the
matter of horticulture and landscap2
gardening; the laying out of these
grounds may be somewhat out of the
common, but well conceived, well con-
ceived,” =

“No doubt he" did understand that
sort of thing,” Arthur agreed, with-
out comprehending to what this
tended. y P

“And architecture, too,” said the in-
spector: ‘he knew his way there.”

“Possibly,” said Arthur, “tho I am

not aware that he mads many changes
in the house itself during his long
iife.”
" “No? Still, I think from what I
have been able to gather—you, of
course, were away at the time of his
death, so that, if about that time he
made any repairs, you would not have
been, aware of them?”

“He made none, I think, or I should
have seen them, or been told of them.”

i Inspector Furneaux’s eyes shot one
keen underlook at the . other's face.
Then, rapidly, against one of the
queries in his notebook, he made a
pencil dot—so rapidly that he did not
seem to have done more than dab the
pencil against the paper.

“8p that- we mayv take it that no
repairs have lately been made in the
house,”’ he said. ‘1 ask these ques-
tions, tho they have . no.- éoRnsetion
with your curious experignces on the
pank of the Parret, because—well, it
would waste vour time to explainito
you my reason for each line of mqu;ly
that occurs to me haphazard. This
is a good cigar, it is what is called
‘ercen-rolled,’ and I onl
who ‘have the gallantry to put a nar-
cotic poison inte their mouth, sir. At
any rate. we may put that down as
proved; that your grandfasther was of
eccentric character: and may we take
it ag an ddded fact that while leaving
vou apparently wealthy, he has left
vou really poor?”

Arthur wished to'reply aloud: “Since
yvou obviously know all about my
affairgs, why the deuce ask?’ But
something in the influence of Inspector-
Furneaux’s gaze, whose watchfulness
scemed never to wink, made -him
answer merely that the fact Was go.

“Hence, you find yourself saddled
with a mortgage to the tune of: o

“A  hundred and fifty thousand
pounds.”

“And the necessity
thousand pounds within
_ “8ix months.”

“The mortgagees heing " 4

“A firm called Dix and Churchill.”

“O1d friends of your grandfather?—
or not?"’

] have no idea . . tho 1 seem
now to have some recollection of hear-

to raise fifty
S i

of a man which, pausing for one last look
at the ccid, eruel worid, spread itselfy
neatly across the rails before the oncom-|
ing car in such a manner that said car
necessarily would have had to make a|
running jump to avoid a huwry call l'm'l
the thorgue wagon—unless it stopped.

It did stop. The fender was six inches |
from the man when ‘the wheels finally
ceasred sliding,

*(Get up!”’ roarer the motorman, “this |
afn’t no lodging house.”

The gentleman oun the rails made no |
{reply. “C'll show ye!” The motorman |

{ jumpegd into the street. In his hand W&h‘t
his trusty switch iron,

{ ‘““Run over me; rplease run over mei"‘
}Neuded the obstruction. ‘I don’t want to
| ive—""

Bing! Zing! Barg! Loudiy rang blows |
from the switch fron on_ the soles of the |
{ outstretched feet. ; |

“Ouch! Help! Bloody murder!” The!
prostrate party sprang up and faced the|
| motorman and dawced a war dance on two
| stinging soles, *“What d’you want to do?
| Kill a fellow?”

Plunk! went the iron.
{ upon the soles. Nay,
| far, far above them.

| “Of!” One final shrief of agony shat-

tered the stilly night, one pair of indig-|

|m«mt hands clasped the last scene of the
| switeh iron’s descent, and iwo swift feet
j beat it north in Lincoln street. |
{ “The nerve of him!”" muttered .the|
imotorman. “And this a_pay-as-you-enter
jcar at that!”

But this time not
nay! Far from Iit;

Agreeable and
Efiective

VIN MARIANI

The best tonic stimulant for
Body,  Brain and--Muscle.

ALL DRUGGBTS—EVERYWHERE:‘

forward to in order to keep thesie thea-
tres going 7

{ in your pocket now, Mr. Lei

ing him speak at some time of a Mr.
Churchill.”

“Of Mr. ~hurchill: never of Mr. l)ix,l
no?"’

“To the bhest of my recollection, I

! have never heard the name of Dix till

-—yestorday "’ |
a0 !

“No? and how did you hear it then?"’ |

“1 saw it In a leotier from my|
lawyers."” !
“Of course, that was it. So, you had |

not then, it seems, received a note
which Mr. Dix wrote to you on the|
stl: of the month?” j

Arthur started, hesitated, and said:
“No,” without qualification. The noie
had come upon him so suddenly only

some moments. before, and Inspector
Furneaux had come so suddénly on
top of the note, that hie bad had no
time to reflect upon its gignificance,

upon -the significance of the shirt and
revolver, 'or upon "his proper line of
conduct with respect to them.

“Mr., Dix,*by the wav, did write you i
a noté on the 8th, Mr. Leigh,” Fur-|
neaux said, putting the cigar to al-

ternate nostrils, keeping his eyes'
steadily fixed on Leigh.

“He may not have posted it.’

Arthur breathed freely again, He

deemed the explanation rather clever. |

“Well, that is a pessibility; he may
not. have posted it. And yet”’—now the
little man darted like a thunder-clap

| to his feet, slapping down both hands

0ii a chair-back—"vou have that note
Aot

1.
Arthur, quite taken aback, half stood

ip, for one moment pallid, but then
he remarked: “You have crushed
your cigar, inspector: have another

—"  And ne coolly held out the cigar |
Fex. Campaigning had done that much |
for him, at any rate. He was not to
be frightened by a policeman.

“Thie crushed one will do,” said the
inspector, with an equally suvdden

| ealm, picking up and sniffing the cigar |

as nhe sank back into hig chair. “Kindly |
hand me that note, Mr. Leigh.” |

“It is here,” said Arthur, producing
it. Furneaux immegdjately seized upon |
it with a greed and triumph which he |
could not conceal, saying: “Oniy 1 do{
not understind why vou said that you
had not received it, Mr. Leigh.”

.Y
e
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was quite fact

envy those,

{ tion,” said Mr. Furneaux .brusquels

! dismissing -it c v}
| only ask so as—to post myself in every
detail.

Arthur:  “T did
it I

“Pardon me,”’ said
not say ‘I have not’ received

him, answered ‘No’ to your question, mean-

ing that I did not recejve it on the
ath, when, if it was written on the
8th, as you said, I should have received
it. As a matter of fact, I have only
just received it. But ygu--how could
know that I had it?"

“f did not know.:@ I assumed the
from the discovetry that when I
told vou that Mr. Dix had writtén to
vou, you had not the curiosity to ask
what he had written tp you dbhaout.
8o I thought: ‘He does not ask, be-
caitse he knows. On the whole, I
think that.a certain measure of frank-
ness would: be best between us, Mr.
Leigh: I, you must have observed, am’
all franknegs—open as the day!”

41t is easy for you to be frank,”
Arthur replied in 2 low tone, with
his eyelids lowered. “I, on the other
LFand, seem to be rather on my trial
My feet are entangled in a singular
kind of net. By merely tdking a walk
down to the river 1 have been whirled
thre experiences which have left me in
a state of indecigion and Lroken nerve
that I hardly re¢Bgnize as my own.
I have done no wrong, vet T am practi-
cully acrused of some crime”

Inspector Furneaux answered noth-
ing, but made two pencil dots against
a guery in hiz notebook. There was
silence while he read Mn Dix's letter.

“You tell mé you have only just re-
ceived this note written four davs
ago?’ he broké out suddenly. e ]

“T recefved it not five minutes before.
you came in. -»You see the postmark’®
for yourself.”. | i o

“Yes, I-—met the postman. And 'l
can see the phstmark.. The letter was
posted late last night—in Bayswater,!
London, tho it was written in Oxford,
on the Sth. So we have!the fact that®
a lefter written’ in.Oxford on.the 8th,
making an appointment with you on
the 9th, is hot posted to you until
midnight on the Tith—from Baywatey.
1t was hardly posted, then, by-the m
who wrote it, We arrive at that cod-
clugion simply. The handwriting 7
the envelope is quite different frogy
the handwriting of the néte’” | 5

“Ah? T hadn’t observed that,” lavl
Arihur, craning to look again, !

“Do you, by chance, know the hand-
writing on the envelope, Mr. Leigh?'

Arthur. zazing at it, bit his lip in
sheer annoyance at -the tricks fate was
playing him. The handwriting, he saw,
wag his own-—or very like it! He made
no 'reply.  The detective passed and
recpassed the crushed cigar two inches
before hisinostrils with an obstinate
luxuriousneéss.. EF AT )

“Perhaps yqu know the writing,! Mr.
Lcigh?” he gaid at last. S

“It- is like mine, T suppose said
Arthur, throwing himself back into his
chair with a desperate ‘gallousiéss—
“like mine—a little disguished—the in-
ference being.that I duly received Mr.
Dix’s note on the morning of the 9th,
mwet him during the evening- of the
9th, murdered him for some reasbn
connected with the mortgage, then
sent his note, addressed to myself In
a slightly disguished hand, to a friend
in London, asking him to post it to me&
last night, 86 that I might show that
I had not received it untll dave after
the murder. . It is all quite
clear!” : /

sHe laughed a little, bending forward
and covering his eyes with his hang.

But Inspector Furneaux had startad
—gtarted twice at the word “murder”
plwvice uttered—then thrust Tis face
nearer, the glance of his grecn eyes
seeming to read into Arthur's very
nature, one leg under his chair, vne
stretched far out, as tho about to dart
at something; and he almost shoutéd
aloud: /

“ *Murder,’ sir! What causes yon to
dream that Mr. Dix is dead?”

At once Arthur saw that In his fit
of recklessness he had sald far too
much,

He “droamed’” that Dix was dead,
because there under the corner of the
divan lay Dix’s shirt with -a bullet
hole in it. But then, as the shirt was
in hiding, his suspicion that Dix was
dead should have been kept hidden,
100. .

“Come, Mr. Leigh! Come, gir!” sald
Mr. Furneaux, with frank excitement
in his ‘manner: “I await yvour answer:
what causes you to imagine that Mr.
Dix -7

“T am of the opinion that the man
must be dead,” said Arthur stubborniy.

“]1 see. You have noticed the pari-
graph of his disappedronee in the
papers, and merely opine that he is
dead—is that €77 %

“His disappearance? . No,” said Ar-
thur, too frankly, “I haven't geen the
papers for some days—I—did not Enow
that he had-disappeared; but T—in
fact—-" He stopped, finding himself
gsinking  deeper ‘and deeper into the
mire of the unéxblainable. ‘

The detective put a pencil dot in his
notebook, and for some time.sat with-
out saying anything, looking. down at
the carpet, frowning with a look of
puzzlement perched on his wrinkled
forchead. Then he suddenly stood up,
grumbling almost sullenly: “T wont
encroach further upon your time, Mr.
Leigh. It seems to me that It
would be a great deal better for all
concerned, if people wou'ld only be cans
did, and tell all that they know.” v

“1 am sorry if I seem reticent,” Are
thur said, rising also; “but in guch a
predicament as mine is behooves one Lo
be careful of what one says.”

“As you like. Good-day. A
forgot, t‘v! 1 want to ask you whe-
ther you propose doing anything té

| prevent the foreclosure ‘by the mori-
| gagees—whether you have any plans

so far?”

“None, none. 1 am moncyless.”

] sce. We may say, then, that you
have no gcheme, have received no ofl»
fer of help or co-operation from any
persn?7—""

“wWell, 1 have received one offer,
which T have not yet had time to coni-
gider, since it was only made to me
just before you came in. 1 do not see,
however, what that has to do with
vor present. business.” g

“No—nothing—only a remote conhecs

e

as of no import.

Still—on what
the help offered, ! :
“On condition of a lease 6f the esd
tate.” §
“py whom?  The gentleman, Yyodg
gay, whom I saw with you?”
“Yes.”
“Hig name?”
“*Mr, Chauncey Bagot,”’

conditighs wag

Continued Next Week.
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