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made little reference to what he had done, and inVonsequenceTirs'

life can be very imperfectly written. But his labors are written on

the face of the country, in the moVafwildcrness rejoicing and blos-

Boming aa the rose. Such fiicts however as we have been able to

glean retjarding his life, wo shall here record.

tfi"^, * .IWX Parkntagk and Youth.

The Rev. John Keir was born at Buchlyvi^ iij ^{le p^i^ish of Kip-
pon, Stirlingshire, Scotland, on the 2rid February 1780.^ He was the

eldest of the family, which consisted of two sons and a daughter.

—

The daughter died after reaching maturity, and shortly after her

marriage, and the other son has long since preceded him to the eter

nal world. His parents, u-hose names were John and Christiana

Keir, wore very pious people. The district in which they then re-

tided, was one of the earliest in which the Secessiuii had gained a

footing, the congregation thcro being an offshoot of the Ecv. Ebene-
zer"Efsliine'3 at Stirling. The people of this parish had been dis-

tinguished for their attachment to the Solemn League andCovenant
in the bloody days of Lauderdale and Claverhouse, and some of
them had suffered and bled in the cause of Scotland's covonated re-

formation. At the rise of tlie Secession, when corruption and tyr-

anny were gaining the ascendency in the t^liurch of Scotland, they
•trongly sympathized with the cuntendings of the Secession fathers,

and cheerfully cast in their lot witli them. For ten years, many of

tlienl'\vere to be found travelling (iiirty.miles every Sabbath to en-

jt)y the ministrations of Eben(»er Ersk-ne,; till their own number,
and the increase of preachers in the body, led them, along with their

brethren in the neighboring parishes of Balfron, Drymen, and Kil-

maronodc, to sot up a tabernacle for themselves near the centre c;"

the pnrisli of liall'nm. They continued to form part cf this congre-
g;!tir)n till tli;> year IT.')-', when f y erected their own place of wor-
shi]. at r.uehlyvic* This congiegation it may be mentioned, pro-
duced a large number of the ca.-ly ministers of the Secession. To
il belonged. I'nnu a \oyy early jioriud, (Iio parents of the subject of
this meninii-, and so fir as I»r. Koir kiv,v, ih^-ii- parents before them;
»!o that by hi> ancost/y he wa.-^ (<i:iu.v\v<\ wiih the Secession from its

oriirin, and at is \ryy liiaMhi';:! \\ca.\.

When h'.' was alxui; a year old, his jiaronts removed to Baldcr-
I A'.v niih's di (ant troin f.'lasgcr.v. Hero they became mem-

t>!i'-." Si,, GlapL;'0\c, Ihni und(n- the suii-
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