
3P

From Halifax to Galway is

Dublin to Holyhead

Miles.

2,130

63

2,193
Holyhead to London , 263
Dublin to the South-West Coast of

Ireland 120
Halifax to St, John's . 266
St. John's to Waterville. 200
Waterville to New York , 410

.
1,259

3,452

making the whole land and sea distance 152 miles more than the present sea
passage. But the sea voyage, by the one route, would be 1107 miles shorter
than by the other.

To run these 1107 miles by steamboat, at 12 miles an hour, would reqmre
92 hours, ; to run them by rail, at 30 miles an hour, would require but 36 hours.
This roiite would therefore save, in the communication between Europe and
America, 56 hours to every individual, in all time to come, who passed between
the two continents ; the sea-risks to life and property being diminished by one-
third of the whole.

The States lying east of New York will be benefited in a ratio corres-
pondirji with their relative distances from that city. A merchant travelling
from ( noon to Portland, not only wastes 56 hours in going to New York, but
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and travel 400 miles on the route to Halifax besides, which will

-.s more.
• tb"n, thai when the line across Ireland is completed, and that
".

; aterville (from thence the lines are continuous all over the
, this route may defy competition. No business man will travel

.vnich leaves him 56 or 69 hours behind time, which gives to others
the same articles, and entering the same markets with the same

information, such very decided advantages.
No person travelUng for pleasure will waste 56 hours, at some peril, on the

ocean, where there is nothing to see, who can, in perfect security, run over the
same distance by land, with cultivated country and a succession of towns and
villages to relieve the eye.

The Americans assembled at the Portland Convention pledged themselves
to make this line through the territory of Maine. Capitalists and contractors
in that country profess their readiness to complete the whole through the
British provinces, provided acts ot incorporation are given to them with liberal
grants of land and money in addition.

For various reasons, the Government of Nova Scotia are reluctant to
permit this to be done.

They are unwilling to surrender that which must become for ever the great
highway between the capital of Nova Scotia and her eastern counties, to the
manugcnient and control of foreign capitalists.

They believe it to be, my Lord, eciually sound provincial and sound national
Ijolicy, that that portion of what must become a great highway of nations, which
lies within the territories of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, should be kept
under British control ; and they believe that the security and defence of the
maritime provinces are involved in adherence to that policy.

They believe that the honour of the Crown is concerned in this question,
to an extent which calls upon them to pledge the entire credit and resources of
the province, that it may not be tarnished. Having done this, they believe that
the liajjerial Government ought to take at least sufficient interest in the ques-
tion to enable them to enter the English money-market on the best terms, and
effect a laigc saving in the expenditure required.

Money is worth, in the United States and in the British provinces, 6 per cent.
Suppose this railroad to be constructed by American or provincial capitalists, it

is evident that our portion of it, which will cost 800,000/. sterling, must pay
48,000/. sterling, or 60,000/. euiTency, over and above its working expenses.


