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before Omnipotence ? We can nelttet deliver our-

felves out of his hand, nor efcape his righteous ven-

geance. We can only flee for refuge to his infinite

mercy. When God undertakes to deal with a nation,

he will overcome ; he will either humble or deftroy.

Obftinate impenitence under the frowns of Heaven^

therefore, only prolongs mifery. It heightens the an-

ger ol^feaven, and turns chaftifements into extermi-

natin^judgments.

Jehokh is on a mercy feat ; he waits to be gracious,

and in wrath remembers mercy. He will hear the

cry of repentance and faith ; he will never caft away

thofe who4aft themfelves upon his mercy. Hear

what God fays : / will be unto Ephraim as a lion ; /

will take away, and none Jhall refcue ; I will^ and re-

turn to my place, till they acknowledge thetr offence, and

feek my face ; ik their affliaion they will feek me early.

Again : Ifrael, return unto the Lord thy God, pr

thou hafi fallen by thine iniquity. The Lord Ihews

them in what manner they muft return, and then

adds, I will heci their backjliding, I will love them freely,

for mine anger is turned away from him. And what can

be more in point than the words of my text ? Now,

faith the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and

with falling, and weeping, and mourning, and rend your

hearts, ^and not your garments, and turn unto the Lordyour

God,for he is gracious and merciful, Jlow to anger, and of

S^reat kindpefs, and repenteth him of the evil. Hence you

lee that the means by which national calamities have

been removed is a turning to God by repentance and

earneft fupplication -, and that God encourages us with

the hope of acceptance if we thus return to him. It

is not enough that a few individuals turn from their

fins, and fupplicate the throne of ^race. Many mult

ferioufly engage in the bufinefs ot reformation, and

be earneft in their prayers for the lalvation ot their

country.
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But it is neceflary I fhould point out the manner in

which we mull- return to God. This is clearly mark^
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