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port. I suppose, Hir, that this projjo^^ition will not bii

disputed in this House ; nanieiyj that laws which re-

gulate, not the intercourse between the government
and its subjects, but, merely, transnctioiis between the

diflerent members of the community, or the convcy-

auce or transmission of private properly from one man
to another, shoidd be such as the peo[)le desire, un-

less they are incompatible with the e^alety ol' the go-

vernment, or arc unjust in their principle. I do not

believe any one will deny this j)roposiliun, and, there-

fore. I will n )t stop to prove its truth. Il it be grant-

ed, I think an irresistahk' conclusion may bcdra.wn from
it, in favour of this nieasiu'c. On the other hand I

will admit that a law ouis.li not to be passed, however
wise and just it may be, unlijss there is some conside-

rable practical e\il whicli il will rrniove, or some prac-

ticable good which it will produce. In other words,

it is not a sufficient reason forim ('uactmentthat it is

the theoretically excellcnt,unl(^sil ispracticaly needed,

For instance, however just djo princi|>le of this bill

may be, andhowev(3r bejieficini its ojjeration might be

fitill, if our present law produces uo serious evils, if its

injustice is obviated by the practice of m.iking will,

I would not urije its alteration. I fcjl it to be nece-
8ary, therefore, to shew you that t'here are and ncces"
sarily must be <j;reat evils uiid^r our present law, not-

withstanding th;^ right, which is ge.io rally possessed of
miking a wdl. 1 maintain that the necessity for an
alteration of the present law, which arises from its un-
just operation, is not obviated by this right of dispo-

ning of the property by devise. For, in the iirst place,

although this right is generally enjoyed, yet it is not
universally possessed, and is exercised only in a few
cases- Married women and minors cannot dispose
of their real estates by will, and instances have been
related to me of the unjust operation of our present
law, which aftected me not a little. In one case the

father devised his property equally f'.inong im chiklrcu-


