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by this appearance. For if we have hot likc4

wife advanced in as great a proportion to what
we were before that period^ attd to our means
fince then, as our neighbours have done iii

proportion to theirs, as I apprehend we have
not, then, I fay, we have comparatively de-

x^lined ; and ftiail never be able to preferve that

diiiinguifhed rank of the firft commercial and
maritime power in Europe^ tlrtte muft be ef-;

fential to preferve us in arty degree, either of
commerce or power. For ifany other power,-

of a more extenfive and populous territory thail

ours, fliouldcome to rival us in trade and wealth,-

he muft come of neceffity to give law to us irt

..whatever relates either to trade or pdicy.*

Notwithftanding that the want of Capacity

in the minifters of fuch a poWer, or the indo-

lence of the fovereign, may protract the evil

for a time, it will certainly be felt in the end,-

and will ftiew us demonftratively, thdiigh toof

late, that we muft have a great fuperioi'ity in

trade, not only to ourfelves formerly, but tof

our neighbours at prefent, to have any at all

which is likely to continue with us for a long^
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