
IV KETR08PECT OF THE

Our profound author, beginning with the firft traces of man upon the globe, obferves

that Cain, as an agricultor, mufl have exchanged with Abel, who was a herdfinan, corn

againft meat and fkins for clothing : and thus, perhaps the firft murder arofe from a

quarrel originating in commercial intercourfe. He then proceeds to Aate, that Tubal

Cain, the iirft artificer of brafs and iron, mud have exchanged the produdls of his

labour for other articles ; and that navigation mud have been at a very low ebb before

the flood, elfe (hips of any fize might have favcd great numbers of mankind. Thefe

fpeculations (halt be left to the learned bi(hop, who feems to have refolved, according to

the Spani(h proverb, *' to leave nothing in the inkhorn." But he foon alTumes t^c

exuberance of his learning, and the fplendour of his talents, to difcufs a mod variegated

theme with great erudition and precifion.

" The Holy Scripture does not fumi(h a more ancient example of commerce than

that of the caravan of Ifmaelites and Madianites, to whom Jofeph was fold by his bre*

thren. They returned from Galaad bringing their camels laden with fpices, and other

precious merchandifes of that country, to be imported into Egypt, where there was a

great fale, on account of embalming the bodies after death. The purchafe which they

made of Jofeph, and the fale which they made of him in Egypt, to Potophar, the chief

of the houfehold of Pharaoh, (hews that their traffic was not confined to thofe mer-

chandifes of Galaad. Thdr country was fituated between Galaad and Egypt, regions

abounding in peculiar products, which they exchanged from the one to the other, by con-

(lant joumies, and a(fiduous labour. It mud, neverthelefs be remarked, that when Jacob,

for the fecond time, fent his fons to buy corn in Egypt, he ordered them to take the mod
precious articles to prefent to Jofeph, fo as to procure his favour ; and that thofe merchan-

difes were almod the fame that the Ifmaelites and Madianites had brought from Galaad.

Jofeph himfelf undertook a commerce of far greater importance ; when, having divined

from the dreams of Pharaoh, the feven years of famine, which were to afllift Egypj and

Canaan, and even all the earth, he (kilfuUy profited by the feven years of plenty, which

were to precede them, and amalTed a greater quantity of corn in the royal granaries than

was fufficient to extract all the filver and all the cattle of Egypt ; and to turn all the funds of

the country to the profit of the King, and thus furnifh fupplies to adjacent countries."

The reader will hence perceive, that the exquifite hidory of Jofeph includes, not only

the fird formal mention of commerce, but the (lave trade, the bribery of a minider,

the dreams of a monarch, the corn 'aws, the property tax, and the principles of

monopoly. - < ; ^.r • ^ _ .
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But when our learned author argues from the filver which Jofeph puts mto the coffers

of his brethren, that money was then known, he forgets that no Egyptian coin has

ever been found prior to the Ptolemies ; and, as it is probable, that rupees were equally

unknown


