
410 NEW TRAVELS IN THE

From thcfc proprietors is formed another af-

fociation, whofe name is more known in France;

it is tbat of the Scioto Company *, a name taken

from a river which, after having traverfed the

two millions of acres which they poflefs, falls

into the Ohio,

Z*^ This

* This company has been much calumniated. It has been

accufed of felling lands which it does not poflefs, of giving ex-

aggerated accounts of its fertility, of deceiving the emigrants,

of robbing France of her inhabitants, and of fending them to

be butchered by the favages. But the title of this aflbciation

is inconteflable ; the proprietors are reputable men j the dc-

fcription which they have given of the lands is taken from the

publip and authentic reports of Mr. Hutchins, geographer of

Congrefs. No perfon can difpute their prodigious fertility.

Certainly the ariftocrats of France, who may emigrate thi-
*

ther under the foolifh idea of forming a monarchy, would be

fatally deceived in their expedlations. They would fly from

the French government, becaufe it eftablidies the equality bf

rights, and they would fall into a fociety where this equality is

confecrated even to the nature of things ; where every man

is folicited to independence by every circumilance that fur-

rounds him, and efpecially by the facility of fupplying his

wants; they would fly to preferve their titles, their honours,

their jn-ivileges ; and they would fall into a new fociety, where

the titles of pride and chance are defpifed, and even unkno^vn.

This enterprife is fuitable to the poor of Europe, who have

neither property nor employment, and who have flrength to

labour. Th^y would find at Scioto the means of fupplying

their w^ts ; the foil would give them its treafures, at the ex-

pefice of a flight cultivation ^ tl^c bcafts of the forefts would


