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Nothing would comfort her, nothing could keep her
in the house. She was locked in, but nude her way
out; she was presently sent to the lunatic asylum,
but escaped from that. Then she got away for good
and all and never came back again. No trace of
her body could be found. What are you to make of
a thing of the sort? I give it for what it is worth,
with this note only, that the j^parition was manifest
to several persons, though not, I fancy, to any but
the girls concerned in the peascodding.

The Willow-lad's is another tale of the same kind.
It was described in 1787 by the Reverend Samuel
Jordan in the GenUeman's Magazine, if I am not
mistaken.

,

The Willow-lad was an apparition which was be-
lieved to appear in a withy-bed on the banks of the
Ouse near Huntingdon. He could only be seen at
dusk, and only by women. He had a sinister repu-
tation, and to say of a girl that she had been to the
withy-bed was a broad hint that she was no better
than she should be. Yet, according to Mr. Jordan,
the girls did go there in numbers, and to such effect

that by an order of the Town Council the place was
stubbed up. You had to go alone to the withy-bed
between sunset and sunrise of a moonless night, to
lay your hand upon a certain stump and say, and in
a loud voice:
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