
MY MEMORY OF GLADSTONE

he gained so perfect a mastery of the

Italian language as to be able to

make a long speech, in which Professor

Villari could detect only two mis-

takes, and those merely uses of a

poetical instead of the ordinary word.

Like Pitt, Gladstone was a first-rate

sleeper. At the time when he had

exposed himself to great obloquy and

violent attacks by his secession from

the Palmerston Government, in the

middle of the Crimean War, one of

his intimate friends spoke of him to

me as being in so extreme a state of

excitement that he hardly hked to go

near him. Next day, I had business

with him. He went out of the room

to fetch a letter, leaving me with Mrs.

Gladstone, to whom I said that I

feared he must be severely tried by
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