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cIliM iiestloH with fond dei>cn(lencc
to the imiental lienit ; one by one
his hahit.s (if Hclf-confiili-nco aw iic-

(|iiiif(i iiH cliililliooil iiK'i>f(K into youth or

iiiiiiiliooil (i|i|)i'uH('lu'H. When lit Inst the

ap! of iimjoiity Ik iviu'hi'd, liliiil alVfctioii is

iiot (jiu riclictl, bocuiiso tlit; tlnys of (l(;pcii-

(it'iiru ai'o ov<'r. Nor fouid wo plead tlic

tindi-iiii'sw of liif ti<' as an <'X(;iis(! ibr por-

IK'tiial < iiildhood. It is from kiuIi n point
ol view tliat tlio FiOndon " 'I'inn's" Kpi'ni<H

of Ciinadaas "
'I'ln! cldtst Kon of I'hif^hind."

lint tli'Tf arc fliosd wiio hclicv, (liiit tlit;

I ndi'iH'ndincc of ( 'iinada wonld contlict witli

liic ('iiloniul policy of tho Knipirc, and wlio,

tukin^^r tiicir inspirations front tint traditionH

of tln^ past, niaU(! JMigiand's f,'lory to consist

in th<! vustncss of hijr colonial possessions.

Th(! motto of " Siiips, (lolonios and Coni-
nn'>'<'(>" iiilongs to an (iice that is past. Its

men! ion snninions tla^ ghost of flu; old act
ol Navigation, and the celebrated 2i> Acts
of l\'irlianient, for the maintenance of a
<v'oniineicial iVlonopoly

—

" like melancholy
yhosts of dead renown." It was a syKtem
of ol)strn'lion and restriction to Colonial
eiitfrprise, in whicli tlie llolonies were ic-

j'ardttil as men; contriliotors to the wealth
•ind glory of tin; parent State;. Freedom
has madt; rapid strides in I'^ngland sinci;

those days, political economy ha.s been re-

modelled, and political arithmetic haH
achieved new systems ot calculation. I'^ng-

land did not lind that the loss of her origi-

nal Amciican Colonies dwarfed her indus-
Iriis, ( lippliMl her commerce or bligh*.ed

her prestige as a nation ihey have grown
to he r. greater people and more prolitahle

lusloiners. The young ('olonies r(;lieve(l

troin the r(;straints ot tntehigB espoused
great principles and upludd thi;m, thus
insuring llirir own greatn(;sH and, inciden-
tally, the elevation of universal mankind.
I'higlishmen havt; watched with a canrful
eye the progress of thi;ii' kinsmen in the
nntried Held of freedom and etiuality.

Slowly and canliou.ily they have copied
what seemed to Ik; success, and have been
w.nnetl of the disiinctions b(;tweoii liberty

and licensi; ; and thus for nearly a century
tin; two great nations foremost in their de-
viitions to the prir.ciples of popular free-

dom and constit titional govcnnn'nt, have
been a constant example and (;ncoura.ge-

nu'iittociich other. SMnu;time.'s (here have
been rivalries and estra.ng»;nn'nt. (Jiuarrels

among kinsmen are oftenest bitter and nn-
reasonalile, but the friends of peace and free-

dom li.,ve trusted, not in \ain, to that palla-

dium olCommon priucjples, which both ]ico-

ples have cheiislie<l ; and thus it has liap-

pened that the dismemberment of th(;

the I'impire, which the matchless ehupience
of tMiatham and I'.inke foretold ami depre-
( ated, and boiM'st but stubborn old George;
the Third believed impossible, has proved a
great commercial and political blessing to

England .-'.nd the world. The old motto
jiuaut after all, nothing uioic than, " HbipK,

markets and commerce," and ihcac, under
the new relations of the colonies have been
midtiplieda luuulred fold.

Now let US like ni(;n of nerve and coni-

pr<;ln.'nsion apply this lesson to ourselvi'S.

What benelit are wt; lo England ? From
what wo have seen, it is manifest, that oiu

sovereign independence would en. anceMmr
own growth and resources, and multiply the

ailvantages she could d(;rive from oiw trade

The commercial argnuuint therefore from
an English jiointof view is against the con-

n(;ction, and this is why our <;n(;nu(;H atVect

to despise it. But bow arc wo otherwise

nseful ? Art; wo a source y)l strength to her
in war? Do we recruit her armies anil na-

vies, or, failing to sui)ply men, do we potu'

OIU' means into her military <:oirers ? We
do not even afford a field for tin; political

patronage of the I'ritish administratimi of

tin; day, and there remains to Englan<l
therefore, but the doubtful pri;tigi;s of nomi-
nal rule (>v(;r vast American possessions.

What wonder, that Englishm(;n are grow-
ing cold to this advantagi;, when they re-

flect upon the prodigality of blood •iiul trea-

sure it may one day cost them to maintain
itV Faithful to her glorious traditions,

England will act no uishononrable part to-

wards us whib; we remain a p»)<'tion of the

Empire. Iter oft reiterated promisi; to de-

fend us in case of war, she will fulfill with
her last man and her last dollar. IJiit the

obligation is not the less tin endiarrass-

ment because it is binding. And the more
far seeing of lH;r stai,esmen for the last lifty

years, have looked towards a changi; of the

conditions v/hich imposed it. Steji by
step,in all the noble and unprecedented con-

cessions they have accorded ns, we have
been led gently and cautiously, towards the

paths of manhood anil s(;lf-r(;liance; and they

have explained to the liritish people, as they
watched this problem, of afrei; governnn;nt,
growing ont of their colonial jurisdiction,

that tlie Colonial State was not what
Ihirke called it, a " perpetual minority,"

but must e.\pand into sovereign and indepen-
dent powers. In the great Confeder.ition

debate of 'G5, the Hon. John Tlilliard Cam-
eron the leader of the high lories

of llpi)er Canada, declart;d, in

denouncing the doctrines of the Man-
chester school, that Canada derives no im-
portant benefits from her connection with
Croat Britain, except in the matter id' de-

fence.

With this honest declaration of an un-
tainted (.'onservative <;liief, 1 propose Ui

ojjcn a brief discussion of thi; <[uestion.

What benefit is England to Canada V 1

speak as to the future, and J im not nn-

mijidful of her generosity in the past, and
the great heritage of free institutions she
has bequeathed to ns. These were our
birthright, but a less magnaminous provin-
cial policy would have tienied them to ns
as Colonists. Sovereign or d(;pendent, (Ca-

nada will cherish for all time, a grateful
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