
21

"oH.

Let 119 consider the efTect of this arrangement ! If one or two

of the Inrgc States, having a majority in the FIouso of Representa-

tives, combined to engross too much power, the small States could

combine in the Senate to keep tlie majority in the other Branch

from tyrannizing over tliC minority. The Senate, therefore, so

constituted has been found, on several occasions, to be the conser-

vator and saviour of the Constitution.

Tliere would have been no Confederation without this equality

of representation in tho Senate, for those who represented the

weaker States in the Assembly which framed the Constitution

were very different men from our delegates, and could not have

been induced by any amount of bribery to agree to such a Consti-

tution of the Senate as the artful Canadians have pawned off on

our ignorantly incompetent and wilfully corrupt delegates.
*' Where," says Anthony Trollope, " would be the State sover-

eignty, or individual existence of Rhode Island and Delaware,

unless they could maintain, in at least one House of Congress,

their State-equality, with that of all other States in the Union ? In

those early days, when the Constitution was being framed, there

was nothing to force the small States into a Union with those

whose populations preponderated. Each State was sovereign in

its municipal system, having preserved tho boundaries of the old

Colony, together with the liberties and laws given to it under the

old colonial charter. A union might be, and no doubt was, desira-

ble ; but it was to be a nnion of sovereign States, eacii containing

equal privileges in that union, and not a fusion of the different

populations into one homogenous whole. No State was willing to

abandon its own individualit}'', and least of all were the small

States willing to do so. It was therefore ordained, that the House
OF Representatives, should represent the people^ and that the

Senate should represent the States."
These remarks apply literally and precisely to the British N.

A. Colonies, at the present moment. The old colonies had just

been declared independent by the King, and were disposed to con-

federate. The Queen hjis given us precisely the same liberty as

the other Colonies had extorted by force of arms from George the

third. Each Colony is independent of the others, and after con-

federation is to maintain its individuality. In framing a consti-

tution for them, the principle of representation by population in

the House of Commons, and of representation of colonies in the

Senate, should have prevailed. Each colony, therefore, should
have been represented by an equal number of Senators, and if 72
were required, each of the six colonies, for it is absurd to write 4
out of the 6, would have had 12 Senators. But 5 for each colony
would have been sufficient. The United States commenced with
26, and 30 would have been ample for the six colonies. Had this

common-sense arrangement been made, the two Canadas, with
their overwhelming majority in the House of Commons, could
have easily been compelled to respect the rights of the smaller


