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rathon and Platcea : Pericles was the Man
who broke the Balance of Power, and like

Henry the Seventh of England^ deflroyed the

Influence of the Nobility by a more equal

Divifion of Wealth and Preferment. Their

Dominions were large enough to have op-

pofed Philip, and their Revenues were pro-

portionable : Being poiTefTed of a flourifhing

Kingdom by Right, and enjoying Euhoea

by Conqueft, their Influence muft neceflarily

be extenfive ; but their chief Dcpcndance

was on their foreign Colonies, which fup-

plied them with the Necefl^aries of Life j as

England is from the American Plantations,

Notwithftanding all thefe Advantages the

People were degenerate j they were vain

and indolent ; Vices which introduced Cor-

ruption by their natural Tendency, and ex-

pofed them not only to the open, but the

fecret Attacks of every Invader. The public

Offices were diftributed by Cabal and In-

tereft 3 thefe were the Authors of Party-

Zeal and Prejudice ; and thefe again extend-

ed the Influence of Corruption. Their for-

mer Frofperity had opened the Way to Plea-r

fure ; Senfaality was the next Step, and arj

indolent Supinenefs was the Confequence,

Unwilling to fight, evpn for their ^wn Li-

berty,


