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"Some lumdri'ds of tons have likewise been added by

rel)uildin,u' and enlar^ifing' old vessels. Several new and

larg*!^ steamboats have been built, but as they were not

finished in time to do business in 1846, they properly

beloni,*- to the new tonnay-e of 1 847 ; I therelbre exclude

them. A v(^ry laro-e number of vessels of all descriptions,

are now under construction, which will be out and in com-

mission in 1847, sufficient to swell the amount to a <*'oo(l

deal over 100,()()() tons; being- an increase of more than

3.S 1-M jier cent, in two years."

" Question 4th.— C0.9/ of the smne ?
"

"The ca|)ital invested in the various description of ves-

sels on the uj)i)er lakes, is not far fiom $6,()()0,0()(). About

$1,()()0,00() has been expended durin^' the last year in the

construction of new, and the rej)airino', fittiniif up and en-

laro-ing- old ones."

" Question r)th.

—

Number of mariiwrs eni^agcd in nnvi-

gatinij^ the cmft ?
"

" The various description of vessels eng'ag'ed in this

commerce, employ, as seamen and others, about six thou-

sand persons to navii^rate them."

"Question Oth.

—

Prohablr annual expense (f sustainini^

mariners and craft
? "'

" I have submitted this question for an answer to some

of our most extensive shijjping' merchants, and they have

furnished me with the fig-ures of their calculation, liy

which it appears, that the amoimt ]iaid out, for wag-es,

wood, coal, provisions, current repairs, and other expen-

ses, (exclusive of insurance and interest on the capital) is

about $1,750,000 ; which will, of course, increase as our

Lake Marine enlarg-es."


