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PDHTAGIMi A YOHK BOAT.

In the matter of amusements the Es-

kimo are not badly off. They liave a

form of c'iii)-aiul-l)all, the ball beiiig a

block of ivory ])i«'rced with holes at

(litt'erent angles, into oJie of Avhich the

l)layers strive to insert an ivory ])e<? as

the block falls, the position of the hole

determining- the value of the stroke.

Another yame closely reseml)les domi-

noes, and contains pieces running' as

high as " double-thirtit s."' but the se-

(juences are not regularly cari'ied out,

the breaks in thein seeming' to be with-

out system, When they can borrow or

])urchase a pack of cards, they will

play euchre ami high-low-jack with
consideral)le skill ; and they also enjoy

draughts, having' leai-ned these games
from the whalers They have a game
exactly like solita re, with the exce))i'on

that ivory pegs take the ])lace of the glass

balls. The sjjecialanuisemen' >f the wo-
men is a species of "cat's-cra i\" which
has been brought to such ])ertection that

they develop from twenty to thirty ditfer-

ent figures in it. Indeed, they ai'e ex-

trenu'ly clever in i)erforming tricks with
string, winding and twisting: a i)iece in and
out among' their iing'ers, and then disen-

tangling it by a single ])ull on (»ne end.

Such are some of the manners and
customs of the quaii't harmless and—
des])ite their dirt—lovable peoi)le whose
home is among the dreary regions to

the north and south of Hudson's Straits.

They have many admirable traits of

character. They are wonderfully patient

and enduring in times of trial and suffer-

ing; honestand intelligent toannnlooked-
for degree

;
perfectly fearless in the chase,

yet so peace-loving in their disposition

that quarrels are almost unknown; hos-

pitable, docile, keenly appreciative of

kindness, and ready to share their last

bite with their white visitors; willing to

woi'k when opportunity offers, and con-

tent with small rennuieration. So nuiiiy

good ])oints have they, indeed, that the

sad certainty of their gradual extermi-

nation is rendered all the sadder there-

by. The most careful estimate of their

numbers in the Hudson's Straits re-

gion at ])resent is 1,500, but this, of

course, is only an approximation, as

their own system of counting, which
generally runs "one-two-three—a great
many," rendei's anything like an accu-

rate census impossible. Each year finds

their food-supply diminishing, thanks
mainly to the enterprise of the whalers
and sealers. As the nund)er of tho seals

decrease the nundx'rof the Eskimo must
decrease also, and the end, though it

m.i" be long delayed, seems inevitable.

xVlthough the region inhabited (if that
term can be rightly applied to tiny set-

tlenuMits scattered at vast intervals ovei*

boundless wastes) by the Eskimo is ut-


