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the ground of nationality. " Cessona

no3 liittes fratricides, unissons-nons.''

lie says it is time that tho IMuo and the

Red should be blended in tho Tricolour.

Apparently tho i)e()[)lo an.swor to his

appeal. J fo has at all events got power
into his haud.s and seems likely to

hold it.

No one can Itlame tho French for

their aspirations, which are natural, or

for their attachment to their own
mother country, which is natural ahso.

An English colony placed in their cir-

cumstances would do as they do except

that it woidd not put it.self under
priestly leadership and rule. But this

does not alter the situation. Imperial-

ism in the case of Canada has two
things to accomplish. It has to se-

parate this line of Provinces per-

manently from the English-speaking

continent of which they are the north-

ern fringe, and it has to fuse British

Canada and New France into a nation.

What chance is there of thus fusing a
French Ultramontane theocracy with a

communityofBritishProtestanlN? If, as

"LaVrritc "says, the ideal of tlio French
Canadian people is not the ideal of the
British Canadian, and he is making
towards a totally different goal, how is

it possible that the two elements should

really become partners in the founda-

tion and development of a nation 1

Where, it may further be asked, is the

use of constraining them to ma'. *;he

attempt ? What is gained for (Canada,

for the mother country, or for humanity,
by thus forcing or bribing two antago-
nistic civilizations to remain in quarrel-

some wedlock within the same political

pale?

The conflict was sure to come, and it

has come. On what field battle will

be joined it is not easy to say. The
Government, while its organs challenge

the people to try the question in the

courts of law, itself bars access to

the Supreme Court, and has even had
recoiirse in Parliament to most ques-

tionable strategy for that purpose.
The Equal Rights Association is to
have an interview in a few days with
the Governor-General, but the Gover-
nor-General is a Constitutional puppet

in the hands of his Ministers, with
whom, moreover, his own sympathies as

an extreme Tory are known to be, and
nobody expects tho interview to have
any practical result. Its chief fruit

will probably l)e exhortations to peace,

which, is an excellent thing, but cannot

be permanentl*jr establi.slied without jus-

tice. Tho only lists apparently open for

tho combatants are the courts of Quebec,

in which the Jesuits have brought a

libel suit against " Tho Toronto Mail "

for admitting to its columns a docu-

ment called the Jesuits' Oath. Out of

this suit appeals may arise which will

bring the (juestion of principle with
regard to tho incoi'poration of tho

Jesuits before superior arv.l impartial

courts. The verdict of a Quebec jury

in such a case could obviously settle

nothing. It wouM be the verdict of

the Jesuits themselves.

In the meantime reflections suggest

themselves.

1. Imperial Federationists must
surely be sanguine if they think that

the difficulty of this French nationality

will disappear in Federation. To the

French Canadians Imperial Federation

or anything that would tighten the tie

to Great Britain is an object of ab-

horrence. They were at first disposed

to give the present Governor-General a

cool reception because they had been
told that he was an Imperial Federa-

tionist. In a war with France the

hearts of the French Canadians, if not

their arms, would be on the enemy's

side. Distance is not the greatest of

obstacles with which the Federationists

have to contend. Australia is in-

habited by a single race, and lies in an
ocean by herself. How can the same
treatment be applied to her and to

Canada, divided as she is between
two rival races, and at the same time

joined to a great continent inhabited

by the kinsmen of one of them %

2. Reformers who propose to cut the

United Kingdom in pieces and pass it

through the wonder-working caldron of

Federation will perhaps hesitate for

the future to appeal to the triamph-

ant success of Federation in Canada
as a proof of the safeness of their

gious
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