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The Ontario Medical Association is a voluntary organization,

now in its thirty-eighth year, and representative of the best ideals of

the medical profession in ethics, practice and education. It iucludes

in its membership the vast majority of the most; active and best

informed in all branches of the medical profession.. It has stood firmly

for the rights of the people in matters pertaining to public health, and

the suppression of irregular and ignorant classes of practitioners, who.

seek to prey upon the credulity of their clients. The objects and aims of

this Association are o promote a scientific spirit ^mong its members, to

maintain a high code' of medical ethics, and to encourage sound medical

legislation. Animated by these motives the Ontario Medical Association

respectfully oegs to submit the following expressions of opinion.

I. The Pubfic Welfare.^'

On page 4 of Justice Hodgins' report the following words are found

:

"
I have, therefore, endeavored to consider them all from the point of

view of tl>e p}ihl^, a^d%wUh an appreciatipn both of the responsibility of

the Province for the public health, and its duty, and equally important,

of allowing the individual citizen reasonable freedom of action."

The foregoing position cannot be too highly commended. The chief

end of all legislation is the'.protection of the people. In all matters per-

taining to the* treatment of all forms of diseases and injuries this t an

only be secured by exacting from all who would undertake the duties of

attending and treating
I*-

e aick »r injured the highest possible standard

of training and scientific education that modern medical scientific know-
ledge can furnish. Such legislation will not only protect the public, but

it will, in a very large measure, protect the profession against slothful

methods in its ranks and overcrowding, and the evils that tend to flow

from these. No one should, therefore, be permitted to practise any form

of healing who does not obtain the Ontario license.


