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Fort William, Ontario.

Sp il Correspandence of Th+ Commereid.

This town, about which so much has been
said within the past six months, is situated on
the Kaministiquia river a fow hundred yards
from where it empties into Thunder bay., Itis
ou tho main line of the C. P. R., aund is the
point at which the great lake boats connect
with tho trains from tho west. [t may be said
to bo a production of the presont year, as until
the opening months of this year, very littlo in.
portance was attached to it. But the actinn of
the C. P. R. in making it tho terminal foiat for
theie lino of steamships aund in cstablishing
their roundhouses and shops in the towa was
the signal for a general rush to it of merchants,
tradesmon and real eatate dealoss, until it may
now bo classed among the grest lake ports of
Canada.

lts harborage is really good, the Kamiunisti
«quts being wide enough and deep enough to af-
ford the largest of the lake vessols a safo pass.
age to the docks, For several yesrs it has oc-
cupicd a leading position as a grain shipping
paint, the C. P. R. having erected two large
clevators here some years ago, cach of which
has a capacity of over a million bushels. A large
proportion of the wheat crop of Manitoba and
the torritories, passes through these olevators
every year on its way to the castern ports,

Since i'ort William was made tho terminal
pointforthelako steamship lines, it has of course
becn the point at which freight is transfered
from water to rail sud vice rersa.  This gives
employment to o large number of men and adds
not a little to the importance of the town, A
very large irou sheeted freight shed has boen
crected, fitted with the best facilities for tho
quick moving of freight, and with the number
of men employed it is possible to unload the
largest vessels in a very few hours. Then there
are the coal docks, equipped with fmmense
machines for lifting coaf fromn the holds of ves-
scls and cacryiog it to the coal piles. This also
gives employment to a large number of men.
As before stated the roundhoucs is situated
here and has accommodation for 16 or i8 ea-
gines.  An over-head bridge is now being con-
struzted for the convenience of passengers to
and from tho boats and trains,

One of the most important additions to the
buildiogs of tne town is the new C. P. K. hotel
which has just been completed. ‘This is situat-
ed at the casc end of the town, and although it
is somewhat distant from the bustocss portion,
is very convenient to the station and steamboat
landings.

Judging from what has already beeu said in
this article, the reader might bo led to the con.
clusior that the town is eatirely composed of
the C. P. R. and its cmployees. That, how-
ever, is not the case, as independent of that
company altogethaer thereare a large number of
enterprising people settled hece who have
opeacd in different lines in business and
are fast developing the trade inlercsts of the
town,

The site has been surveyed, and is now being
cleared for ‘a considerable distance back from
the river, which will leave plenty of room for
newcomers.

The most prominent financial institution of
the town is the Commercial Baunk of Mauitoba
branch. This is under the management of 3r.
AL ML Dickens, A fiae brick block was erected

some time ago in which tho business of the bank

is transacted, A Uranch of. Ray, Streot
& Co., bank at Port Arthur has also been op-
ened hore with Mr. Jarvis in charge,

The golden pruspects of the towa hive in.
duced a large number of storckeepars to open
hore in different lines of business. Among the
most prominent of theso is John IKing, who
opened a genoral store some four years ago. e
is also an oxtensive dealer in liquors. The gen-
eral store of Miller & Morton is a large and
well appointed cstablishmont. It has been in
cxistonco for several years and has grown from
a vory small boginning to its present siz:,  Ia
fancy goods, the Bazaar, of which Miss k. J
McCallum is proprictress, takes the leading
place.  She was formerly in business at Woest
Fort William., A. D, Suthorland & Co., have
been doing Lusivess here in the groceries and
crockory since last summer., Thero are two
firms doing busiaess in clothing, tailoring and
gents' furnishings, namely; Vivinn & Alford,
and Rutledge & Hammond.  J. C. Vivian, of
the former firm, was in business in Port Ar.
thur for a number of years provious to his open-
ing this store. Garland & Elliott, also ¢f Port
Arthur, opened & branch of their Port Arthur
clothing store in this place abiut three weeks
ago. Piper Bros., and George Mooring arc as
yet the only firms iu the furniture line; they
are doing a fair trade. R. \Wood is just open-
ing a watch making and jewellery store, and
Dr. Smiilie, formerly of Bictle, a drug store,
both aro in the Commercial Bank block. Madill
& Snelgrove are doing a bakery business, A
rocent addition to the list of hotels is that of 8,
Adams, known as the Club Chambers. This
was opened last Jaouary and as Mr. Adams is
an old commercial traveller himself. having
travelled for an eastern liquor firm for a num.
ber nf years he is apecially qualified to look af-
ter the comfort and convenience of that class of
the travelliog public  The Jouinal is sc far,
the only newspaper established, bug nader the
proprictorship of Messra. MclLaren & Rutledge
it is fully able to keep the people of the town
and surrounding district posted as to what is
going on in the outside world. Tne saw and
pluning mill of Graham & Horne is situated on
the Kaministiquia, a short distance up that
river aud is at preseut very buoily engaged in
sawing lumbe- for the different new buildiags
going up in the town. The mill gives employ
ment to about sixty men. This is by no means
a complete list of the busincsses of the town,
but it may ULe accepted as a represcatative
one.

It will be noticed in reading the above that
the word West is sometimes added to IFort
William. This is not as might be supposed,
merely the western portior of the town, but is
the name of another town situated two or three
miles farther up the river. Until very recently
it was customary to use the words cast and
west to designate which was wmeaant, but the
East town has growa so much lately, partly at
the expense of the west. that it is not necessary
to add the word cast to indicate that it is
meant, the word west is retained, however, in
speakiog of the other town.

Before any of thesostores m.ntioned could be
opened, it was, of course, necessary that suit-
able buildings should Le crected and that has
furnished mechanics and laborers of all kinds,
with cmployment. These buildings, though
not ull as costly as the Commercial Bank
block, are atill in nearly every case of a very

substantial kind. Dwelling houses were also
required and a number of very nice ones have
been erccted, and wore are in course of erec-
tion. The visitor is struck as soon as ho leaves
the train, with the bran new appearance of the
town,

The Port Arthur, Duluth and Western Ril-
way, which is now in course of construction,
has at the time of writing, reached a point about
ove mile from tho proposed site of its IFort Wil-
liam stati n,  This is on the opposite side of
the town from the C. P. R. The agreement
betweon the town and the railway compaony
provides that unless the line was completed to
the town beforo the first of July no grant would
be made by the town to them. But, by prompt
aod energetic work which shows the mottlo of
thoso in charge of the construction, the lino is
vow almost completed and will be so some days
before the date agreed upon. There is no doubt
but that this liac will be n great boon to Fory
William, and it will exercise a very great in-
fluence over the future of the town.

The resideats of Fort William have unbouud-
cd faith in its future and judging from the pro-.
gress it has mado sinco the closing months of
1890, when it ficst began to attract attention we
should judge that they are in a fair way to have
their hopes realized.

A Novelty {n Foot Wear,

Morton,Alexander& Morton,tannersand man-
wfacturers of boots andshoes, Winaipeg,have in-
troduced a novelty in foot wear, in thelineofdog
skin boots. ‘The skin of the dog when properly
preparcd, makes a most valuable article of Jea-
ther for fine boots and shoes. The firn prepare
the skins at theic own tanuery here, by a sec-
rot process, and herein lies the great valuc of
tho leather. A pumber of samples of dog-skin
leather were examined, and they appcared to
be of excellent quality. The lcather has a
splendid appearance, is fiae in the grain, takes
a high polish, and is light, soft aud flexible,
readily adjusting itsolf to the foot. It is claim-
ed that it is also very durable, and retaics a
fresh appearance longer than other fine leathers.
It resembles Dongola goat ia appeavance, but
is figer in texture. The manufacturers clain
that it is superior to the famous kangzaroo lea-
ther. Fiae haired dogs, such as ratrievers,
spaniels, etc , makeo tho best leather, while that
from coarse, straight haired dogs is thicker,
stiffer and coarser in appearance. A bulldog
hide shown, was as heavy as kip. A number
of pairs of boots and shoes ma-de from dog skin
were examined, and they appeared cqual to
anything offered.

The firm buys all the desirable dog skios of.
fered, and they require all they can get for
use in their shos manufacturing depattment.
There aro a good many useless curs about the
city, which would be of considerable secevice if
turned into shoc leather by Morton, Alexander
& Morton’s process of tanning.

——————

MonTrEAL T'rade Bulictin ~Oae of our lead-
ing merchauts remarked toan eminent financier
a few days ago ‘‘che long credit given to dcy
goods men was, in many instauces, an eocour-
agement to frand and dishonesty.” The fnan.
cier admitted that such was undoubtedly too
freq wently the case where niue monshs ceedit
and renewals obtain. Severeas such statemeats
sound, there may be more trath than poetry in
them.




