
TH-E CANSADA LUM]3ERMAN.

THE QUEBEC LUMBER TRADE DURINO THE on the kind cf winîcr they may have in the manufactur-
VEAR. ing districts, as tnost of th isw~ood cornes fram Michsigan

The lumber and timber trade during the past seasen, and Ohio, %where the climate is ver>' mttch ngainst the
says the Ç2uebec C/tro,:ide, tve believe, twhile fairly operations cf making and hauling, and the cost notw cf
successful in senia lînes, hias been very disappointing in gcîting wnod from that district makes it unprofiable if
others. During the contracting season last %vinter our from 47C te 50c cannot be get for 6o, te 65 feet average.
shipping merchatîts found lcss difficulty ini aldng WVe have heard cf a ver>' large sala cf timber now
ceatracts on the other side, stocks tiere lad nianterially being made, at prices fully up te or aven higher than
lesse'ned and btsyers wvere in a better iinood for doing those paid for similar wvood last year, but it must be
business, there %vas aIse a marked improenient in the reraiembered that the demand is only for special
ship building. and other trades, wvhich had its natural descriptions cf tîmber, that is, wveed suitable for deck
effect on wvood goods, and sales ivere large as ta quantity plankts, either prime or goed fair averrage Thcre is a
and fair as ta price. As a consequence there %vas very small demnand for other descriptions et square
Moere activity than usual in the Quebec market during jPine, and the presenit value in Liverpool, Cardiff, andj
the summer, and first.class Ottava rafts of Whiite etîter markets for ordinary square Pina cf So to 55 feet
Pine clîanged hands at unprecedented figures, such as average ivould showv a very severe loss on the values
4e%- cts. for a raft cf 70,000 ft. square 62 ft. average, hara. A large ameunt cf WVaney has been sold, chiefiy
Unil 21,000 ft. WVancy, 22 ins. average, which ive from 'Michigan and the north shore cf 'Lake Supenor,
rcportedl in July, and sub5equent transactions at sirnilar aIl at bigla prices, and although this wood is bcîng

rate. Sippng archntsconîdecd tesefigrestoo made in larger quantity than last.year there is net muchj
rahte neipinb ercaive coslowl> d thefgre tot probability that any will be made that bias net been
a great dent in themarket for sale innnutacturers were ceviously contracted for. It %vill be in the intcrest et

.able, te held up the prîce. W~e reportcd amongst other itirnît-holders not te glut the market by over.production,
triansactions, two rafts in August, square about 49 feet as, by nmanufacturing more than the trade needs they
%vith soe WVaney i9 inch at .35 c.ents , Red Pîa at 2, onl> hurt themselves without doing anybody cIte any
cents; oe comrmon raft cf small Wthite Pine at 23 cts.. good, but we would suppose that the sad experience ôt
and Red at 17 cents; choice 4NIchigan 'Waney tg t'> -o many past seasons would act as a detarient in tbis
inch at 45 cents. Later, a good raft of about Mee.oo respect._________
feet, the square averaging 54 tcet, and the 8oetat cf MEIGO ORNOLMEMN
«Waney about 20 S4 inch at 41 cents aIl round.METN 0FT OTO U BRE.

In Hiardwoods there was aIse a steady demnard, and The Lumber Section of the Toronto Board of Trade
prices 'were wel maintained, such as, Oak, 5a cents for bald thaýir annual. meeting at the board ef trade meoins,
6o te 65 tact avcrage; Elm 32 cents for 5o to 55 Toronto, January 201h. The secretary-treasur-;, Mr.
teet average ; Birch 22 cenats *to 23 cents for z6 inch Edgar A. W~ills, presented his financial rtatcment,
average, 32 cents for i8 inch averagec; Ash 30 tO 32 which sliecd thnt the finances were in a hecalthy
cents for 14 in. and up 16 inch average. Elm came condition. The Chairmnan, Mr. J. Donegh, read the
down in larger quantities, and of Ash there ivas a fair annual report wvhich ivas as follews:
supply, svhich reduced the price in the latter part of GE\tTLE5ss.E,-In issuing the caîl for this meeting it bas
tha scason. Oak maintainedl its price tbrcughout the cn deenied advisablc te include in the invitation ail irn's,

tnembers cf the board who are in any wvay connected with the
season. The spruce deal market %%.s also, flrm, and lumber intereas, whether manufacturers. wholesale or ratait
remains se, although the -reports fromn Great Britain dmlte I
are less cncouraging, and in Liverpool an appreciable rmee ing cthe b z-. -lcntitutiEn acra I tinit sl bee
fait bas taken place wvhich should we think check felt that this %vus restrictiihg the operations cf the, section tu
manufacturers this .vntr,.-nd be a %varning te aIl that lines that are altocether tee nartow for interests as large as

value hav becma to hig. Pie deas hae ben, ~ those that are involvcd in the lumber traite. somn
valus hae beome oo hgh. ine entshavebeen we TIera are se many niatters of common interest, oraý

ara told, tha mes:t disappointing feazure cf the trade; points at which trade lines converge, that it woulil sen as if
as nearl>' aIl the stocks wvere beught up îast sinter Il wer te tIse niutual advantage oif ail cngaged in the lumber

ther ha ben n tal i prce n tis ida bu ithas business that ail branches should hc represcntied in a %tinter!ther ha bcn n fat i prie o ths sdebutil aroganization. There can anse ne question affecting the
bean impossible for anyo-ne to realize on the marke±t a: wholesale trade in which the inanufacturers have not somte
tIsa prices thcy gave last year, and the shipments which inierest; tIser cua arise ne questioni concerning tIse ret

trade in which the wholesale dealers, and tIse manufacturerswere made in the Faitl-at the advanced rate oftfrcight have not un intercst. 1 therefore express the hope that tIse
must ail have lest more or less mency. This, in the meeting to-day %viil remuit in bringing iei the lumber section
face et the cnhanced cost oftmanufacturing l>ine dents, or tIse boardl cf zzade aIl Rirms 'vhos ara in any wav cngaged

and ha ncrase demnd ron th Staesmaks ~ ina tIse great lumber indusx>'.
-andtheinceasd dman frm te Sate, mkesil I thinl, 1 may safely coagratul.ae thse members cf tIse truide

the mcre disappointing that the Eliglish markets have upon soe cf the results cf united action during the past year.
.rsot suppced thse prices given hecre. To.day the stock In the winter cf iSSS-9 the evil of the " cxcess freight "

is reprt:d ~systemi bernue se intensiiied b>' thea manner in which man>'
in aîmost alI thse markets in England isrpr-dto local railway agents interpreted and executad their instruc.
heavy, and the markets are duIL Wc strongl) ae.visc tions, tIsai endurance on tIse part of dealers and shippers1
aur manufacturing friands ta curtail tIsa supply naxt became intolerable. A meetinýg cf ail perçons interested in

this question v.as caIled and Iseld in the counc.1 chambar cf tIse
year. NVithout ibis is donc 've fear there -nill ba a board cf trade DecenWb 2S, ISSS. Ise greatest unanimit>'
matarial drap in prices before tIse end cf ne-xt seasen. pre'atiled, a guarante foand wzs subscribed, tIse lion. Oliver
This can newv bc obviated b>' mill.nitvners at ence riowat %vas reta-!ned as ceunasel, and %teps wvc takzen te bringItIse railway companaies au an issue on ibis matter. As tIse
realizing the position -and curtniling tha suppl>'. resuli of coElsiderahle cerrespondence, a meeting viths General

Stocks svintering nt thîs port will bc ntuch the sama Manager Ilickscn %vas arrangcd, and on April S, sSSg, a
as last year. ard are- chiaflv in the Isands cf the ship. deltutation consisting of NMessis Doanogh, A. FL McIniosh,

George G.all, A. A. Scots, James Tennant, of Toronto ;
paris. In Whitc I>inc, Wa,.ncy an.d square about 5,oe,. Rtobert Thomson and Il. T. Brennan, of Hamilton, and E. A.
000 feet Mill %vinter; in Elm about 250,000 acat ; Ont, %Wiils, sccretary of thse Toranto Bard of Trade, went Io

Monrcal Ioy' aîlpoinîment and Isad a personal inierview mith
about 6oeoo tact, as against S5eoow last ycar; Red thse officiais o th rn runk rniîway, whea aIl grievances
PNne &oooe; Ilirch enl>' about .33,00 ticct it Isaving ulcrc full>y discîrssed. TIse depuatien urgeit stroagl>' tIse
bcen chiefi>' shipped eut. Scarcel>' eny Hardwood adoption of a treight rate Me i,o0e (cet insîcad cf tIsa prescrit
remraains intrnanufacturces hands. If tIse -inter should rate er zoo pounds, but this tIse>- failed te obiain. WIsaî

wu" gained, howcver, b>' the conférence 'vas the opportunit>'
prove favorab!e for making timbar thse production is of discussing personzlly with theheurts ot the railway-cempanay
likcly to bc larger than last year. lt as dtfticuît te the %-arieuàs maîters which have bren in dispute for manri)-
forccast the quantiîtes, but prebab>' Whbite l'na might ycr niht a bane ri h oin h

reac tocigt mllin [c-.Eti ispromise tIsa% weigh scules shoisîd ha creted at aIl Emportant
reab t cihi illon act EI isgcîting more shipping points; tIsai tIse guessing et weights hy agents woul.l

dificuit te procure cach year, as the principal portion bch stopped, and a reduciion in tr&h-lt rates was graniad which,
bas I ~te some exlent, enmpan-aîd fer l~e failu:a te olîtain a change

bste ba brought tram 'Michigan, tvhich in:ksitmc froni thse weieh;ng systeni. AIl of these promaises hava not
marc =expnsive -thse nreducîion wHii net likeliv ce eaver yeî b-en carnetd out, and tIsera is, still naer! fer tIse îsaited
30,00eo fret. Birch ias net likel>' te bc produced in as Iaction cf tIse trarle.

lare uanitcsas last cr as it i bacoming more m Another qesin wsîh rhich th-- :.umber section bias hita to
largequantttes >ear, 55 Ideal 'vas tIse scarcizy et cars, whech cntaP.ed great loss aad

clirn-.ult te gel eutl yeat, and the prudutcrs v6ill prob. inconvcnienca tu tIse trade an tIse moaîhs cf Uc-teber anci
zibly exec bihe \rcs nOktsapouto ovemlicr. On raprasntation te tIse cuacil of tIse board of_xpct ighr pice. I Oa, te podutio wil rude a strong and inflantial ee<mitic 'as appointed te deal
probably ba a lit-zie more than lasi season, say a million 'vith thea malter, and as a remiît tIse Grand Trzank Rtaila
te a million and a quarter, but this dcpends very much Company' was sîirrd op te tIse =sking ef soea efforts -whicý

Fcbruary, isso

%vere pati lly successful ini relieving the strain or the situatiun.
In boîh of tdame jnstan.cs the value of the unitcd action or

the lumbernien, svitls the powerful backing of the board of
tiade beltnd thli, shows that a luînber section can be and Es
ant influential factor in proinoting the interCsts cf the whole
tradte.

A few words about the condition cf trade during the past
year. I think it may be stated as a tact that white the total
volume of business donc inay flot have been perceptibly
diminislied, vet the gencral resuits have flot laera as satisfact-
ory as in formîer )-cars. The local city trade lias heen donc on
a srnaller inargîn andJ with larger risks as te banl debts than in
other yeais. Specutl'ive building in the outlying wards has
been averdone, and as this class cf trade absorbas a very large
proportion cf the lumiber sold in Toronto, the profits cf the
dealers, bath whole.-alc and retail, have been considerably
adTected b y keen comipetition In selling anîl b>y the nunibe: of
failures which have -takcen place ainong the small speculative
builders. There ;s no doulît about the wisdoma of rigidly
znspecting the lines cf credit granted te this clas cf huilders.

Trde in w~estern Ontario lias been fairly, active, and, I think,
hias been general)y condîîcted on a profitable basis, white there
have becrn fev fidures cf any accotant. There bias been no
increase cf trade %vitb the United States, antI shipmcnts ivill
continue to bc cenfined tu the better grades as long as a
specilic dut cf $2 per 1,oo0 fecet effectually prevents the
handlin! cf canlinon lumber in that mnarket. There arc
sevcral tupics that at ahias and future meetings înîght be taken
up for conabideration, and aniong these I %%outl suggest the
adoption cf a uniform rule ci inspection, the interchailge
of information upon the questions of credit and the regulation
cf freight delivery in Toronto.

An altcration in the constitution %tas effected wvhere.
by not only ivholesale lumber marchants resident lt
Toronto -and members cf the board et trade are eligible
-as members cf the sectien, but also marchants and
manufaicturers et lumbar who are members cf tîta
board of trade have a right te becoma mcmba:-s cf the
lumber section. This makes soe 4o additional
mensbers eligible for memibcrship. Tha tollotting were
ected on the executive for the prescrnt year : liessrs.

John Donegh, George Gall, A. K. Mclntosh, A. A.
Scott and A. R. Richards. The arbitratien committec
for the ye.ar will bc . Juhn Oliver, T. H. W~illmott and
J. Tcnnant, ot J. Tennant & C. The inspection
comniittee, as nevly elected, cons ists ot: A. J.Riches,
A. K. \Iclntosh and George Gall.

At a meeting cf the exeçcutive cf the lumber section
Mr. A. K. NIcIntosh wvas appointedl chairman, 'Mr.
George Gall deputy chairman and M r. Edgar A. Wills
secretary-tre-tsurer.

THE EXPORT TRADE.
A large shipper of American woods te Great Britain

and the continent et Europe, gives tha fellowing
information in the Southern Lumbermian which ivill be
found te bc et interest.

The demand for wvaInut, oak and peplar in England
îs v*ey large through the entire year, but the mark~et is
at aIl lianes wvell supplied and frequenrly ovemmun, and
prices therefore se loir that in comparison, and con.
sidering freîghts, etc., prices are higher in the United
States than abroad. The u riter himself bought clear
sap boards ef poplar, w-orth about cighteen dollars out
WeVst, in England for thirty dollars per thousand,
including thre munths frce storage.

Exporters are able te hold their prices, pro.
%iding lhty art- sasistfitd witlh a smail profit, if they
knnw v vhere te place their st-ick before shipping, but
cvery body should ba cautienedl against sending lutin
ber te English and Continental ports at randoma. A
great many aents make it a practice teo induce
manufacturers tite te consign direct te tham, leaving
the manuracturcrs under the supposition that they are
dealing wvith lar;e: concerras or wvholasalc consumners,
but these shippers soon find eut that they have been
duped, and that tht consignees are nitre commission
men. .1 kneow ef cases 'in which, 'or instance, oe of
these agents ordered six car toads cf lumber, and aftcr
receiving two, car tonds as a trial, 'vas ast-ed for
a settlement, but refused te remit, and insisted upon

eeingthe wholù ameuant et carder. Finally the
Ame ic lrrn, well knowing the difficulty ot obtain.

ing hais rights in a forciRn coutr, wsglad te escape
furthar lesses by sacriflcsny the tocar loads. Sts.
papers ought te bring such cases beforc tha public, sb
as te prevent the m.nanutctura-rs et this country tram
being robbed this svay.

The oak, lumber for expert is mesxly cut up inte
dimensions. white %valnut and poplar genarally gees
Ente boý.rds and plank. Poplar firsts and seconds,
thick planl, can bc bought in England almost any-
lime for thirty-fivc dollars ptr thousand teet. Expert
expenses, besidles treight, ameount to a: Ieast five
,dollars per thousand tact for handling dock. charges
sterages, etc.and ver ettan more thian that.

lshidung the year betv6en ibirty and tonty
mnillion eatof hard wed -lumbe.r..


