ko §

Y

TR N ot O S, it - SO

.able to hold up the price.

and the increased demand from the States, makes it

12

THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

February, xé;o

THE QUEBEC LUMBER TRADE DURING THE | on the kind of winter they may have in the manufactur-

YEAR.

The lumber and timber trade during the past scason,
snys the Quebec Chronicle, we believe, while fairly
successful in some lines, has been very disappointingt in
others. During the contracting season last winter our
shipping merchants found less difficulty in making

contracts on the other side, stocks there had matenally
lessenéd and buyers were in a better mood for doing
business, there was also a marked improvement in the
ship building. and other trades, which had its natural
effect on wood goods, and sales werelarge as toquantity
and fair as to price. As a consequence there was
more activity than usual in the Quebec market during
the summer, and first-class Ottawa rafts of White
Pine changed hands at unprecedented figures, such as
40 cts. for a raft of 70,000 ft. square 62 ft. average,
and 21,000 ft. Waney, 22 ins. average, which we
reported n July, and subsequent transactions at sinnlar

rates. Shipping merchants considered these figures too
high, but new timber arrived slowly, and as there was not i
a great deal in the'market for sale manufacturers were |

We reported amongst other i
transactions, two rafts in August, square about 49 feet |
with some Waney 19 inch at 35 cents , Red 'ine at 22
cents ; onc common raft of small White Pine at 23 cts.. |
and Red at 17 cents ; choice Michigan Wanay 19 to 20 |
inch at 45 cents. Later, a good raft of about 200.000
feet, the syuare averaging 54 feet, and the 8o,000 feet of
Waney about 203 inch at 41 cents all round.

In Hardwoods there was also a stcady demand, and
prices were well maintained, such as, Oak s5c cents for
60 to 65 feet average; Elm 32 cents for 30 to 33
feet average; Birch 22 cents“to 23 cents for 16 inch
average, 32 cents for 18 inch average: Ash 3010 32
cents for 14 in. and up 16 inch average. Elm came i
down in larger quantities, and of Ash there was a fair
supply, which reduced the price in the latter part of
the secason. Oak maintained its price throughout the
season. The spruce deal market was also firm, and
remains so, although the reports from Great Britain
are less encouraging, and in Liverpool an appreciable
fall has taken place which should we think check
manufacturers this w'nter, and be 2 warning to all that
values have become too high. Pine deals have been, we
are told, the most disappointing feature of the trade;
as nearly all the stocks were bought up last winter
there has been no fall in price on this side, but it has
been impossible for anysne to realize on the market at
the prices they gave last year, and the shipments which
were made in the Fall at the advanced rate of freight
must all have lost more or less money. This, in the
face of the cnhanced cost of manufacturing Pine deals,

the more disappointing that the English markets have
ot supparted the prices given here.  To-day the stock
in almost all the markets in England is reportzd too
heavy, and the markets are dull.  We strongly acivise
our manufacturing fricnds to curtail the supply next |
year. Without this is done we fear there will be a
material drop in prices before the end of next season.
This can now bc obviated by mill-owners at once
realizing the position and curtailing the supply.

Stocks wintering at this port will be much the same ’
as Iast year, and are chiefly in the hands of the ship-
pers.  In White Pine, Waney and square about 35,000,
000 feet will winter; in Elm about 250,000 fect ; Oak
about 600,000 feet, as against $50,000 last year; Red
Pinc 600,000 ; Birch only about 33,000 feet it having
been chicfly shipped out. Searcely any Hardwood
remains inmanufacturer’s hands.  If the winter should
prove favorable for making timber the production is
likely to be larger than last year. It 1s difficult to
forecast the quantties, but probably White Pine might
reach to cight million feet. Elm is getting more
dificult to procure each year, as the principal portion
has to be brought from Michigan, which mnakes it much
more expensive - the nroduction will not likely be over
302,000 feet.  Birch is not likely to be produced in as |
large quantitics as last year, as it is becoming more |
difficult to get cach yeat, and the producers will prob.
ably expect higher prices.  In Oak the production will
probably be a litzle more than last season, say a million
10 a million and a quarter, but this depends very much
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ing districts,as most of this wood comes from Michigan
and Ohio, where the climate is very much against the
operations of making and hauling, and the cost now of
getting wood from that district makes it unprofiable if
from 47¢ to Soc cannot be get for 6o to 65 fect average.
We have heard of a very large sale of timber now
being made, at prices fully up to or even higher than
those paid for similar wood last year, but it must be
remembered that the demand is only for special
descriptions of umber, that s, wood suitable for deck l
planks, cither prime or good fair average. There is a
very small demand for other descriptions of square
Pine, and the present value in Liverpool, Cardiff, and
other markets for ordinary square Pine of 30 to 35 feet
average would show a very severe loss on the values
here. A large amount of Waney has been sold, chiefly
from Michigan and the north shore of Lake Superior,
all at high prices, and although this wood is being
made in larger quantity than last year there is not much
probability that any will be made that has not been
teviously contracted for. It will be in the interest of
funit-holders not to glut the market by over-production,
4s, by manufacturing more than the trade needs they
only hurt themselves without doing anybody else any '
good, but we would suppose that the sad experience ot
many past seasons would act as a detenent in this
respect.

MEETING OF TORONTO LUMBERMEN.

The Lumber Section of the Toronto Board of Trade
held their annual meeting at the board of wrade roowms,
Toronto, January 20th. The secretary-treasurcs, Mr.
Edgar A. Wills, presented his financial statement,
which showed that the finances were in a healthy
condition. The Chairman, Mr. J. Donogh, read the
annual report which was as follows :

GENTLEMEN,—In issuing the call for this mecting it has
peen deemed advisable to include in the invitation all firms,
members of the board who are in any way connected with the
lumber interesi, whether manufacturers. wholesale or retail
dealers. .

Our mectings have by <v- constitution been limited strictly to
members of the wholeszle trade :n Toronto, I thinkit has been |
felt that this was restricting the operations of the: section to i
lines that are altogether too narrow for interests as large as
those that are involved in the lumber trade.

There arc so many matters of common interest, so many

ints at which trade lines converge, that it would seem asif
1t were 10 the mutual advantage of all engzged in the lumber ,
business that all branches should be represented in a umited
organization. There can arise no question affecting the
wholesale trade in which the manufacturers have not some
interest; there cn arise no question conceming the retail
trade in which the wholesale dealers and the manufacturers
have not an interest. I therefore express the hope that the
mecting to-day will result in bringing into the lumber section
of the board of t(rade all firms who are in any way cngaged
in the great lumber industry.

1 think I may safely congratulate the members of thetrade
upon some of the results of united action during the past year.
Ia the winter of 1888-9 the evil of the **cxcess freight ™
system beeame so intensified by the manner in which many
local railway agents interpreted and executed their instruc.
tions, that endurance on the part of dzalers and shippers
became intolerable. A mectiag of all persons interested in
this question vas called and held in the counc:l chamber of the
The greatest unanimity
gtcmilcd, a guanantce fund was subscribed, the Hon. Oliver
Mowat was retained as counsel, and steps were taken to bring
the railway companics to an issue on this matter. As the
vesult of considerable correspondence, a meeting with General
AManager Hickson was aranged, and on April §, 1559, a
deputation consisting of Messrs. Donagh, A. K. MclIntosh,
George Gall, A. A. Scott, James Tennant, of Toronto;
Robert Thomson and H. T. Brennen, of Hamilton, and E. A.
Wills, sceretary of the Toronto Board of Trade, went o
Montreal by appointment and had 2 personal interview with
the offidials o}’ the Grand Trunk milway, when all grievances
were fully discossed.  The deputation urged strongly the
adoption of a freight rate per 1,000 feet instead of the present
ralc of 100 peunds, but this they failed to obtain. What
was gained, however, by the conference was the opportunity
of discussing personzlly with the heads of the railwaycompany
the various matters which have been in dispute for many
years. And thete was obtained from the company the
promisc that weigh scales should be erected at all important
shipping: points ; that the guessing of weights by agents would
be stopped, and areduction in fraight rates was granted which,
to some extent, compensated for &e failure 10 obtain a change
from the weighing system. Al of these promises havenot
yel been carried out, and there is still need for the saited
action of the trade.

Another question with which the .umber section has had to
deal was the scarcity of cars, which entailed great loss and l
inconvenicace to the trade i the months of Uciober ana
November. Oa representation to the coundil of the board of
trade 2 strong and inflaential committee wasappointed to deal
with the matter, and as a result the Grand Treak Railwa
Company was stirred ap to the making of some eflorts nr'hicg

weze partially successful in relieving the strain of the situation.

In both of these instances the value of the united action of
the lumbermen, with the powerful backing of the board of
tiade behind them, shows that a lumber section can be and 1s
an dinﬂucntiul factor in promoting the interests of the whole
trade.

A few words about the condition of trade during the past
year. I think it may be stated as a fact that while the total
volume of business done may not have been perceptibly
diminished, yet the general results have not been as satisfact-
ory as in former years. The local city trade has heen done on
a smaller margin and with larger nsks as to bad debts than 1n
other years. Specularive building in the outlying wards has
Leen averdone, and as this class of trade absorbs a very large
pr(;})ortion of the lumber sold in Toronto, the profits of the
dealers, both wholesale and retail, have been considerably
affected by keen competition in selling and by the number of
failures which have taken place among the small speculative
builders. There is no doult about the wisdom of rigidly
inspecting the lines of credit granted to this class of huilders,
Trade in western Ontario has been fairly active, and, I think,
has been generally conducted on a profitable basis, while there
have been few failures of any account. There has been no
increase of trade with the United States, and shipments will
continue to be confined to the betier grades as long asa
specific dety of $2 per 1,000 feet effectually prevents the
handling of common lumber in that market. There arc
several tupics that at this and future meetings mught be taken
up for consideration, and among these I would suggest the
adoption of a uniform rule of inspection, the interchange
of information upon the questions of credit and the regulation
of fresght delivery in Toronto.

An alterauon in the constitution was effected where-
by not oaly wholesale lumber merchants resident m
Toronto and members of the board of trade are eligible
as members of the section, but also merchants and
manufacturers of lumber who are members of the
board of trade have a right to become members of the
lumber section. This makes some 4o additional
members cligible for membership. The following were
elected on the exccutive for the present year : Messrs,
John Donogh, George Gall, A. K. Mcintosh, A. A.
Scott and A. R. Richards. The arbitration committec
for the year willbe: John Oliver, T. H. Willmott and
J- Tennant, of J. Tennant & Co. The inspection
committee, as newly elected, consistsof :  A. R.Riches,
A. K. Mclntosh and George Gall.

At a meeung of the exccutive of the lumber section
Ms. A. K. Mcintosh was appointed chairman, Mr.
George Gall deputy chairman and Mr. Edgar A, Wills

secretary-treasurer.

—

THE EXPORT TRADE.

A large shipper of American woods to Great Britain
and the continent of Europe, gives the following
information i the Soutkern Lumberman which will be
found to be of interest.

The demand for walnut, oak and poplar in England
is very large through the entire year, but the market is
at all times well supplied and frequently overrun, and
prices therefore so low that in comparison, and con-
sidening freights, etc., prices are higher in the United
States than abroad. The writer himself bought clear
sap boards of poplar, worth about cighteen dollars out

\West, in England for thirty dollars per thousand,
including three menths free storage.

Exporters are able to hold their prices, pro.
viding they are satisfied with a small profiy, if they
know where to place their stock before shipping, but
every body should be cautioned against sending lum-
ber to English and Continental ports at random. A
great many agents make it a practice to induce
manufacturers here to consign direct to them, leaving
the manufacturers under the supposition that they are
dealing with large concerns or wholesale consumers,
but these shippers soon find out that they have been
duped, and that the consignees are mere commission
men. 1 know of cases dn which, “or instance, one of
these agents ordered six car loads of lumber, and after
receiving two car loads as a trial, was asked for
a scttlement, but rcfused to remit, and insisted upon
recciving the whole amount of order. Finaily the
American firm, well knowing the difficulty of obtain.
ing his rights in a foreign country, was glad to escape
further losses by sacrificing the two car loads.  News.
papers ought to bring such cases before the public, so
as to prevent the manufacturers of this country from
being robbed this way.

The oak lumber for cxport is mosty cut up into
dimensions, while walnut and poplar generally goes
into bourds and plank. Poplar firsts and seconds,
thick plank, can be bought in England almost any
time for thirty-five dollars per thousand feet. Expornt
expenses, besides freight, amount to at least five
dollars per thousand feet for handling, dock charges
storages, ctc., and very often more than that.

I ship duning the year between thirty and forty
million fect of hard wood.lumber.. .
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