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CHANCERY REFORMS.

OIARY FOR FEBRUARY. A large nuniber of those doing business in
the Court of Chancery have for some time past1Tues. Last day for Co. Tr. to fainish to Cikeq ofINMu. in nmade great comlit as to the way in whichCoun's ligs ofiland lhable to be sold for taxes. iant2. Wed Purfcto of B. V. M. Meet. Gr. Soh. B3oard. tbe responsible duties pertaining to the various. Sri.< Exanîî of Law Studeuts foir c.iii to the Bar.5.Sut.am O f Articled Clcrks for ceititiealeof fltness offices of that Court have been perrormed; and7 Sun.d iay fer 1egio.ay that many needless delays and much conse-9 . Last day for service for Co. Ct. York. Interim un xes aebeiocsoe osiosExarn. of Law stnd. and Art. Clks. New T. qetepnehv enocsoe osiosDay, Q. B. Last day for setting down and as weli by reason of the shortcomings of the

P1. P . ; gvins notice for rehiearing. New T. D., C. P.. .' aper Day, Q.B. New Trial Day, Comnion P. officers, as by the apparently unnecessary and12* at.. Paper Day, C. P. New Trial Da-y, Queen's B. useless routine, which has been enforced in13'SUN. spugesim
M4 3on, St. Vatentine. P. Day, Q. B. N. T. Day,« C. 'P. regard to manysmlbuipotnmter

*6 ves. Paper Day, C. P. New Trial Day, Queen's B.16 T Wed. Paper Day, Q. B. New Trial Day, Comnion P. of practice.17. Thu P. D C. P. Re-hearing Term ia Chancery coin. Weaeteeoentsrrsdt ldta18 r New *Trial Day, Queen's Bencli. eaetrfo n spiedofn htaBu 8t-Hlary Tern cnds. Dec. foer County Ct. York. nubrothpacionsofheC rtf20. SJN« Sexagesima. ubroth rtiinsofheC rtf27.Tu- t Mathis. Chancery have called the attention of the28. Mon. Last day for Notice of Trial County Court, York. judges to the subject by a petition adopted at
a meeting, and subsequently presented to the
judges of the Court; and we are glad to hear~ ~ ~that the judges have signified their intentionOJ4~~tr ~ fl3 ~ fl~UU to give due consideration to the matters cm

______________ plained of, and to the suggestions of the depu-
tation who presented the petition on behaif ofFEBRUJARY, 1870. the meeting. We have every confidence that
the judges having taken the matter in hand

CHANCERY REFORMS. will address themselves t<o the s aghiet wl,
Without at ail admitting that alterations in

PIrOcedure or any improvement in the officiai
8t4ff' will work an effectuai reforni in our Court,
Of Chancery, or that our systeni of distinct tri-

iflals of law and equity is the best, or us, or
18 flot capable of improvement, it is obvi-
'OUR enougb that until organic changes are
4etermined upon, the best must be made of
the present systeni, so that ail refornis neces-
8Iry to improve details in the existing proce-
4ure should be carried out by the court, if
c(>Mpetent for the purpose, or by the Legisla-
thire,, after full examination and upon accurate
kllowledge of the evils and defects.

It is upon this ground that we now ap-
hirOach the subject of Chancery Reforni. To
this matter the attention of the public and the

'giprofession has recently been directed by
(iseussions in the public press, resuiting froni
0 tuovemn~t. set on foot by a large number
Of the practitioners in the Court of Chancery

tOsecure greater efficiency in the working out
Of the various details of the practice of that
QOUrt; but unfortunately it cannot be doubt.
'4 that the lay press has approached the sub-
.)et in a manner betraying too cleariy on ail
eldes the presence of a spirit not conducive to
t'calta or healthy consideration of a very in-
IeOrtanit matter.

that energy and ability which has aiways cha-
racterised our judiciary, and that the needed
reformns will be carricd out so far as practicabie.

As to the wording of the petition itself, the
constitution of the meeting where it was dis-
cussed, and the manner in which the subject
was handled at the meeting, there are many
opinions, some of thern flot very complimentary
to some of the parties concerned. But, thotigh
this may be mentioned as an incident connected
with the inception of the proceedings, it is not
material to our purpose further to allude to it,
and we shall now proceed to discuss the chief
causes Of complaints referred to in the petition.

They concern....st, the Master's office; 2nd,
the Registrar's office; and 3rd, the Secretary's
office. The importance of having the office of
Master filied by a man of ability as well as
strict integrity will be admitted by every one
who is at ail aware of the duties discéharged
by that officer. Hie is not a mere ministerial
officer; he is a judicial officer. Nor are the
questions disposed of by hini of a trifling
character. Many thousands of pounds are
frequentiy invoived in the ref'erences sub-
mitted to, his judgment. Hie is daily calied
upon to, hear and weigh evidence often sub-
mitted without a thorough ezamination, and
under circumstances which render it more


