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PREMIER HEARD 
- TEMPERANCE PLEA

I r I I Ings and conferred with the real 
estate exchange and others interested. 
It also consulted with the officials 
concerned in Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
Boston, New York; with Mr. A. C. 
Pleydell of New Jersey; with the vice- 
president of the Manufacturers' Ap­
praisal Cothpany, and with the Wis­
consin Tax Commission. They also 
visited and consulted with various 
neighboring municipalities.

The Somers system of realty valua­
tion is endorsed by the committee to 
a large extent, but as its methods are 
free for any city to adopt, with the 
exceptio.n of the procedure in connec­
tion with corner lots, the value of 
which the committee doubts, prefer­
ring the Baltimore method, it is evi­
dent that the commission’ had a per­
fectly open mind on their problem. 
There is no secrecy about the Balti­
more method and any city may use it

It is agreed that the best results 
are obtained from the appointment, 
not the election, of a commissioner of 
assessment. The next improvement 
the committee notes is the adoption of 
the block system of valuation. The 
present method conceals from compar­
ison the valuations made in different 
localities, or even in the same block. 
Publicity is the very marrow of hon­
est assessment. “It is now accepted 
as a commonplace that there can be 
no good assessment without the use 
of the block system." It may be re­
marked that the Cambridge men did 
not visit Toronto. They waited as­
sessment information.

The next* thing they settled was the 
importance of equalization maps, as 
they are called, land value maps, which 
are .used to establish the relative as­
sessments placed upon land in dif­
ferent parts of the city. The commit­
tee recommends the preparation of 
such a map showing the entire city, set­
ting forth the front foot value at the 
centre of each city block. Milwaukee 
has used such maps since 1891. New 
York publishes them sq that the 
greatest publicity is given to assess­
ments, and the widest criticism la in­
vited juid secured. If land is unequal­
ly assessed in different sections of the 
city, equalization maps will soon dis­
close the fact.

It has been a general practice to 
value land by an assumed unit of one 
foot frontage by 100 feet depth. Where 
lots are deeper or of less depth than 
100 feet due allowance has to be made. 
In New England cities, as in Britain 
usually, the square foot method is used, 
but the front foot plan is recommend­
ed by the Cambridge committee with 
such modification as may be necessary. 
In Toronto 160 feet would probably 
be standard depth-

Simple mathematical rules have been 
adopted by many cities for determining 
the value of irregular lots and corner 
lots, and while these do not dispense 
with the need of careful study of spe­
cial circumstances where such exist, 
they have given a simple and work­
able method of determining the value 
of the overwhelming majority of all 
lots. In New York and Newark, real 
estate buyers and sellers are largely 
governed by these rules in their trans­
actions.

There is nothing so fearfully com­
plex or mysterious about these facts 
and the recommendations of the com­
mittee in accordance with them that 
the Improvement and reform of any 
assessment system need be regarded 
with alarm. No city needs reform more 
than Toronto, and the application of 
these principles—equalization, publi­
city, and standardization of values, 
would do much to remove the chronic 
grouch indulged in by the taxpayer- 
who ktrews he is not being treated on 
the same grounds as his neighbor.

We are indebted to the mayor and 
civic authorities of Cambridge for 
their useful work and*- their report, 
from which we have quoted freely and 
literally. We can only hope that To­
ronto will take up the question in the 
same spirit of reform. 1
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Further endeavors to suppress the 
retail sale of liquor during the war 
were ma.de by a deputation represent­
ing the Dominion Alliance and prac­
tically every society Interested in 
temperance reform which waited on 
Premier Hearst and the Hon- L B- 
Lucas, the -attorney-general, at the 
parliament buildings yesterday morn­
ing. The deputation was headed by 
President Theron Gibson and Secre­
tary Rev. Ben Spence of the Ontario 
branch of the Dominion Alliance- The 
deputation, which included represen­
tatives from the social reform boards 
of the different churches, numbered 
ever 60.

The memorandum which, was pre­
sented by the Rev. Ben Spence, was 
a. review of the events that had oc­
curred since the alliance’s last inter­
view with the government, and dealt 
,pb,r<fcularly with prohibition move­
ments in the wetsern provinces, and 
the action already taken by the im­
perial government in Great Britain-

The need of national efficiency at 
the present time was emphasized by 
James Hales in discussing the 
quest embodied in the memorandum. 
I;i his opinion, however, this efficiency 
was being impaired greatly by the 
liquor traffic. He referred to the 
events Which had occurred since the 
lalet time the alliance waited upon 
the government and the advance in 
prohibition legislation in the Can­
adian west.

In a strong appeal Dr. A- G. Grant 
of the Presbyterian Social Service 
Board urged the premier to lead the 
government In the work of conquer­
ing the liquor evil In the Province of 
Ontario.
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A Mud Wall Meeting
DIBS’ AND 1 
UTLBMBN’S 
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A meeting for Wednesday evening 
has been called by the mayor, on the- 
requisltiçtn of a. number of citizens, to 
discuss the delay in building the Union 
Station and the Viaduct, otherwise 
the Mud Wall, on 
There have been plentiful rumors of 
late threatening the building of the 
station, and there appears to be only 

, Earnest investigation 
leads one to the conclusion -that this 
obstacle is funds. However, there may 
be others. We have an idea that the 
Mud Wall has something to do with

We Must Have Lower Ocean 
Freight on Wheat

14$re-
the Esplanade.

i

Vone obstacle. meat to England at reasonable rates.
Has Mr. Rogers got in touch with Mr. 

Runclman? We would not be surprised 
if he had and the Canadian farmer may 
before long hear the good news that his 
wheat is to be carried to England for 
fivb or ten cents instead of for thirty or 
thirty-five cents a bushel. Then he will 
have the laugh on hie American competi­
tor and he will acclaim Mr. Rogers as a 
friend in need. A stroke of business like 
this would make our people grateful to 
the federal and Imperial governments 
and .proud of them both.

Am matters now stand there Is much 
uneasiness In the west The grain grow­
ers fear that there will not be much 
ocean tonnage available, and that the ex­
tortionate rates will absorb all the pro­
fit upon which they have counted. The 
Winnipeg Free Press editorially deals 
with the situation and no doubt reflects 
public opinion in the west. Under the 
caption, “Icean Rates Too High” that 
Journal says:

Wheat was up two cents yesterday, but 
the spread between Winnipeg and Min­
neapolis prices continues to be a feature. 
Those who oppose removing the duties 
present a good many arguments, but the 
stubborn fact remains that Minneapolis 
millers are importing hard wheat from 
Manitoba and paying the tariff duty of ten 
cents. That ten cents a bushel goes to 
the U. S. treasury, but we would prefer 
to see it go into the pockets of the farm­
ers who grow the wheat.

However, as we hfive intimated, the 
imperial government may give our wheat 
a preference which would Justify and 
even make it necessary for us to keep 
out U. S. wheat by maintaining the pre­
sent duty. And this brings us to enquire 
what progress we are making in shipping 
our wheat to the British market. Will 
there be ships to carry that wheat, and 
will it be carried at a reasonable rate?

The sub-committee of the cabinet, of 
which Hob. Robert Rogers Is chairman, 
is on the Job and its secretary, Mr. San­
ford Evens, tells us that there are plenty 
of sea-going vessels in the harbor at 
Montreal. The Montreal Gazette says 
there are 33 vessels there waiting for 
wheat, and that it is the largest fleet 
ever seen in the harbor, except a year 
ago, when all shipping was congested af­
ter the outbreak of the war. Mr. Evans 
Is armed with statistics to prove that we 
are going to get more wheat out by the 
St. Lawrence route thie year than ever 
before.

. But are these vessels at Montreal un­
der charter, and Is all their space already 
engaged? We hear that it is. Yesterday 
The World sought information from Mr. 
Hedley Shaw, president of the Maple 
Leaf Milling Company, than whom no 
man in Canada is better posted on the 
wheat and flour export trade.
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BI ^nuut^ttiin^QWP glaw^beao^funy decorat^wi^Sn-It has never been- made clear that 
I the Union Station is crippled in "its 

expected efficiency by the Mud Wall. 
When the Montreal agreement was 
thrown down in 1892 at the instance 
oC our local destructive agency, which 
recanted the day before the voting, 
too late to be of service, the city re-" 
fused to settle the question as It/ 
might then have been settled in a 
satisfactory manner. As the city was 
la no hurry then the railways do 
not appear to have thought it neces­
sary to hurry now.

Had the Montreal agreement 
•one thru in 1892 there would be a 
million dollar station for the C- P. 
A, where Harbor square is at 
present, and another million-dollar 
station for the G. T. R. where the 
present Union spectacle stands. Years 
passed and Toronto had a big fire. 
More years have passed. and citizens 
who were charmed ^ivith the esthetic 
quality of names got the idea of a 
viaduct. There is to be a viaduct 
over the Don Valley at Bloor street, 
“as is a viaduct!” But the proposal 
for the Esplanade is simply and sole­
ly a Mud Wall. It will duplicate the 
othsr Mud Wall at High Park, where 
s Mud Wall is unavoidable. But 
there is no need, for a Mud Wall on 
the Esplanade.

At Sunnyslde the same difficulty had 
to be met that the city had to deal 
With on the Esplanade, and the city 
there, acting on skilled advice, 
adopted the solution of a bridge. Mr. 
J. D. Allan is said to claim the 
credit for originating the Mud Wall 
or. the Esplanade. We do not wish to 
attach any opprobrium to a 
worthy citizen^ but we feel sure he 
must admit that he would prefer to 

Over the Sunnyslde Bridge

Be U:,

FREE»jb*1SLSesa. flkrke of Orillia said that it 
was the^banlmous opinion of both 
civil and military authorities that 
prohibition was a decided success at 
Niagara camp, and he requested the 
government to extend this benefit all 
over the province; He also told of 
his observations as police magistrate 
in Orillia and the benefits of prohibi­
tion.

“We will earnestly strive to reach 
the wisest and best conclusion,’’ said 
the premier in his reply to the depu­
tation. “The license commission, in 
addition to the exercise of its exe­
cutive functions, is now enquiring 
into the whole question, and vvill no 
doubt make suggestions to the gov­
ernment and act in an advisory capa­
city.” In thanking the deputation 
for waiting upon him ho intimated 
Ifhat the question was by no means 
a local one and the government 
should look at it from a provincial 
viewpoint.
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The evidence multiplies that the 
statement of Sir Robert Borden that 
shlpe would be provided for the carry­
ing of the Canadian crop to the British 
market was neither more nor lees than 

a “glittering generality.” A despatch 
from Ottawa states that: "Stanford 
Evans, secretary of the sub-committee 
of the cabinet to deal with the question 
of marketing Canadian fruit products, 
and especially the wheat crop, has gone 
to Montreal to confer with shippers and 
vessel owners in regard to ocean ton­
nage. The main question to be settled 
is that of rates. The problem which 
the sub-committee is faced with is to 
endeavor to secure a reduction of the 
Atlantic rates.”

A despatch from Montreal states that 
the rates are likely to go higher, as 
vessels sailing from New York are 
making more money than those from 
Montreal, which Is quite true. Already 
the rate has advanced from 10- shillings 
a quarter last week to 11 shillings this 
week, or, in other words, the price of 
transporting a bushel of Canadian 
wheat to Liverpool has advanced from 
30 to 33 cents; so that, even with the 
Improved condition of exchange, it now 
costs 42% cents per bushel from Fort 
William^ to Liverpool. , , .

The claim that there is plenty of 
tonnage if people are willing to pay the 
price does not receive very much cre­
dence from the exporting firms on the 
Winnipeg Exchange, but even /if this 
were true, the Canadian west cannot 
afford to pay these rates if the crop Is 
to be in any sense a profitable one.
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An estate of $66,824 was left by Lieut. 
G. F. Davie, R. M., who died from 
wounds received at the Dardanelles, 
May 9. The widow, Ethen M. F. Da­
vie, of London, Eng., is sole benefi­
ciary.

Donald Bain, builder and contractor, 
whose will was filed in the surrogate 
court yesterday, left an estate of $33,- 
640- His widow, Mary Jane Bain, _J86 
Fern avenue, receives the entire 'es­
tate.

The will of Robert A. Lackey, build­
er, disposes of $4672. A life interest 
in the estate is given to the widow, 
which after her death will be shared 
by eight children.

Mrs. Catherina Hamilton is the sole 
heir to the $2602 estate of her sister, 
Miss 'Jessie Shields, who died sept. 1.

John M. Godfrey, barrister, is the 
applicant for the probate of the will 
of Mrs. Mary Rowe, whose death oc­
curred Sept. 12. Her property is to 
pass to her granddaughter, Jessie 
Blank, and her daughter, Eveline Tay­
lor, in equal shares.

Walter James Henderson left an es­
tate valued at $3103. He left no will 
and the property will be divided among 
the widow, Grace Henderson, the par­
ents, two brothers and two sisters.

An estate of $696 was left by Mrs. 
Edith 8. Connolly, who died in Tor­
onto Aug. 1, 1916. Her husband, Ed­
ward Connolly, will receive one-half 
of the money, the remainder being 
equally divided between the mother, 
two brothers and a sister, all living 
in Hamilton.
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BODY OF ARABIC VICTIM 
DRIFTS TO IRISH SHORE f^MICHIES“There is no available space at Mont­

real for flour,” declared Mr. Shaw, "and 
I doubt very much if there ie any for 
wheat. Montreal is no worse off than 
any other place, for I have tried every 
Atlantic port on, the continent in an 
effort to get space for flour for Glas­
gow. and there is none to get. The way 
the rates are going up shows how 
scarce the tonnage must be. We are 
quoted today for November shipment a 
rate of 70 cents per hundred pounds for 
flour. Not long ago the rate was 10 
cents.

“As to those ships at Montreal, I 
think you will find they are all under 
charter. They are lying there idle be­
cause the wheat is coming down very 
slowly this year. Lake tonnage Is 
«scarce, but, of course, nothing tn pro­
portion to the scarcity of 
nage.”

Remains of Mrs. Josephine Bru- 
guiere of New York Recover­

ed at Clonakilty.
QUEENSTOWN, Sept. 24—A body 

that came ashore at Clonakilty, on 
the south coast of Ireland, has been 
identified as that -of Mrs. Josephine 
Brvguiere of New York, one of the 
victims of the Arabic disaster.
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cross
rather than to go thru the holes, 280 
feet long, in the Mud Wall. THE TRAIN DE LUXE OF CANADA.

A hole 230 feet long is a tunnel. A 
tunnel under a Mud Wall is a dark, 
dSJlk hole. There will be one at 
Church street, one at Bay street, one 
at York street, and a lot of other 
streets, including Yonge street, where 
the board of trade members of the 
Yacht ^21ub will pass when they wish 
to cross-the bay. They would rather 
go over a bridge like that at Sunny- 
e:de of course, but Engineer Moyes 
may be present on Wednesday night 
to .convince them that it is pleasanter 
to go thru a hole in a Mud Wall- 

Other early promoters of the Mud 
Wall scheme ought to be present to 
tell abofit the cost of it, the land 
damages, the big bridges which it 
involves at the east end, arid all the 
other complications in which it is 
wrapped. The board of trade mem­
bers now know they made a mistake 
when they allowed themselves to be 
committed by a sub-committee to 
the Mud Wall, and if there was any 
graceful way of withdrawing from 
the business' they would adopt it. - 

They do not really wish to make 
a laughing stock of the city. They 
know that New York would not permit 

They know that 
has revolutionized

The Grand Trunk’s International 
Limited, the premier train of Canada, 
is endorsed by everybody who has ever 
had the experience of riding on it. It 
leaves Toronto at 6.00 p.m. every day 
In the year, arriving at London 8-53 
p.m-, Detroit 10 58 p.m. and- Chicago 
8 o’clock following morhing. Best 
electric-lighted equipment, including 
observation-library and drawing­
room compartment sleeping oars and 
high-grade coaches, Toronto to Chi­
cago; dining car to London, parlor car 
and coach to Detroit.

Morning train leaves Toronto 8.00 
a-m.. arrives London 11.06 a-m., De­
troit 1.45 p m. and Chicago 9.10 p.m. 
daily. Dining car to Sarnia; Pullman 
car and coach to Detroit and Chicago 
on this train

An additional feature in connection 
with the excellent service offered by 
the Grand Trunk Railway is the last 
train but of Toronto in the evening at 
11-46 o'clock, arriving Detroit 8.80 a.m- 
and Chicago 8.30 pjn. dally, assuring 
important connections with principal 
trains for Western States. Electric- 
lighted Pullman sleeping egrs Toronto 
to Detroit and Chicago. Double track 
all the way.

Berth reservations and full informa­
tion at city ticket office, northwest 
corner King and Yonge streets. Phone 
Main 4209.

RECEIVED N01 
OF LIEUT.

HARRY SOAPMAN GUILTY.
•41Finding Yesterday in Case of Falae 

Pretence Charged.

In the sessions yesterday Harry 
Soapman was found guilty by Judge 
Winchester on two charge^ of false 
pretence. He was remanded for sen­
tence until the close of the sessions. 
Soapman purchased cattle from far­
mers in Vaughan and Markham Town­
ships. paying with cheques that the 
banks returned marked “no funds.”
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WAR PRISONERS TREATED 

CRUELLY BY GERMANS
ATHINAI'S FIRE FROM BOMBS.
NEW YORK,' Sept 24—Demetrius 

Constantakis, chief engineer of the 
Greek liner Athlnai, which burned at 
sea Sept. 19, arrived here yesterday 
on the oil tank Roumanian Prince 
with seven steerage passengers and 
66 of the crew- He says the fire was 
started by bomb*.

Perhaps still more vessels will come to 
Montreal—we hope a great many. But 
' ' at are they going to charge the Cana­

an farmer to carry his wheat across the 
ocean? If ‘flour is going up -to 70 cents 
per hundred, pounds, we may expect to 
see the wheat rate go up to 35 cents or 
40 cents a bushel! At that rate, the 
wheat might as well remain here in Can­
ada.

r.Montreal Soldier Writes to Mother 
of Indignities at Captors’ 

Hands.

MONTREAL, Sept. 24—A Montreal1 
soldier managed to get a letter home 
to his mother from a German prison, 
telling of cruelties and indignities at 
the hands of his captors, and stating 
that food, not fit for a dog, was being 
supplied to the prisoners of war. He 
smuggled the letter out of Germany.

V/a
But there is a remedy. Most of the 

vessels are of British register, and fhey 
can be requisitioned by the British Board 
of Trade Just as the ships plying between 
Britain and Argentina Were requisitioned. 
Mr. Runclman, president of the board, 
drew the teeth of the shipping trust at 
the same time and in the same way 
that he drew the claws of the beef trust. 
The vessel owners got busy carrying

A Brew for every taste: Special Extra Mild 
Ale—Pilsener Lager-^Special Extra Mild 
Stout—Old Stock Ale, and every brew the 
best of its kind, pure and healthful

Why not have a case of each af£d suit 
the taste of all your friends ?

DEGREES aV KINGSTON.

Special to The Toronto World.
KINGSTON, Ont, Sept. 24—The fol­

lowing degrees were announced at 
Queen’s Medical College today;

M. D. C. M.—A. B. Kart, M. B., Mc­
Donald’s Corners;‘J. H. Kemp, .M.B., 
Rochester, N. Y.; F. L. Leacock, M.B-, 
Merrickville.

Degree of M B.—E. J. Brennan, 
North Bay; 1* L Burnett, Springfield, 
Mass.; W. R. Grant. Slntaluta, Sask.; 
A. W. Trefry, B. A-, Arcadia, N.S.
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SAW GERMANS CRUCIFY
HIGHLANDER ON TREEi*. for a moment, 

electric traction 
the situation. Perhaps the president 

- will undertake to see that the city 
is not saddled with an extravagant

Pte. Bofind, in Montreal Conva­
lescent Home, Tells of An­

other Atrocity.
MONTREAL, Sept 24.—Pte. Bofind 

of the 14th Battalion, one of the 
wounded soldiers now being cared for 
at the khaki convalescent home, this 
city, states that he witnessed a High­
lander crucified on a tree. This was 
after the section with which he was 
fighting at Peetubert had gained Ger­
man trenches. The crucified soldier 
was not dead when seen by Pte. Bo­
find, but expired shortly afterwards.

PHOTO OF LATE COMMANDER.

In a letter to his wife in Toronto, 
Lance Corp. Hill, of No. 1 company 
of the Princess Patricias, encloses a 
photo of the late Col. Farquhar, sent 
by Lady Farquhar to the remaining 
men of those who originally went out 
with the regiment, _______
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together with $1.60, presented at The World. 40 Weet Richmond street, 
Toronto, or 16 East Main street, Hamilton, entitles bearer to a copy
of the new book, “MAKING MONEY FROM THE SOIL." By mail add 
parcel postage—7 cents first zone. 18 cents Ontario, 20 cents in Canada.
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