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weather, which the settler encountered in his lonely

residence in the forest, was, by some falsehood or

other, ingeniously shown to proceed indirectly from

Downing-street, or directly from the Government

House, or Legislative Council, at Toronto. Every

magistrate, militia officer, postmaster, or school-

master, who in any way misbehaved himself, either

in public or private, was declared to be an esr _ .

J

favourite of the Government ; artful comparisons

were constantly unfairly made between the condition

of the old, densely-peopled districts of the United

States and the young settlements of Upper Canada,

the difference being of course attributed to the

withering influence of monarchical institutions.

After these mischievous misrepresentations (which

lowered, if it were possible, Mr. M'Kenzie in the esti-

mation of every honest, intelligent man) had suffi-

ciently shaken the loyalty of those who, secluded in

moral darkness, had unfortunately listened to his

tales, he considered that the time had arrived for

getting up some vague petition to the Colonial

Secretary for the general correction of *• grievances."

In order to obtain sufficient signatures for this pur-

pose, it is perfectly notorious^ throughout Upper

Canada, that the most barefaced and impudent decep-

tions were practised. In various directions agents

were employed Avho, themselves, affixed the names

or marks of all who could be induced to ackno^v-

ledge they had any one thing to complain of : indeed,


